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With the contemplation of the 
publishing of a brand new period- 
ical comes the inevitable questions, 
is there really a need for another 
publication and why should we 
expect to be successful in the face, 
of the established competitors? 

To answer both questions we will 
outline the reason this venture was 
first envisaged. Firstly, we learned 
from a local freelance writer that a 
product review he had written and 
sent off for publication had been 
returned unaccepted because ‘staff 
writers only are writing all product 
reviews’. On the surface this would 
appear to be a reasonably accept- 
able situation especially if these 
writers were running out of ideas 
for articles. 

But from a readers point of view 
this cannot be such a good policy as 
suddenly not only is there a limit to 
the number of expert (in some 
cases ‘amateur’ would be a better 
word) critics, but also the depth 
and trend of each review is limited 
to the same level of thoroughness 
as determined by the ability of the 
reviewer. For example, a rifle re- 
viewed by a school teacher would 
be different from a review by a 
fitter and turner. Both would make 
interesting reading and each would 
make points that the other would 
not. In a later edition we may pub- 
lish two reviews by two authors on 
the same item, just to illustrate this 
point. 

Secondly, it was discovered that 
some authors are charging the prod- 
uct suppliers a fee, or expenses, 
running into hundreds of dollars, 
for the writing of a review. Without 
debating the ethics of this, our way 
of thinking is that this makes the 
writer an employee of the product 


cial MAKING 


NO BONES 
ABOUT IT 


supplier and as such the review can 
no longer be described as unbiased. 
So, for starters, we shall ensure to 
the best of our ability that any 
reviews printed in Lock, Stock & 
Barrel will be honest and impartial 
and accepted only from authors 
who have no involvement, financial 
or otherwise, with the product or 
supplier concerned. 

[t is not our intention to orchest- 
rate reviews to run down a product 
but we do intend to ‘tell it like it 
is’. Should the review be mostly 
bad it will not be printed for our 
policy is not to rubbish the bad 
products but to praise the good 
ones. 

Thus saith the publishers, now to 
the Editor — Malcolm Bone — just 
who are you and what do you 
know about editing a magazine? 

The answer to the latter, quite 
honestly, is virtually nothing. My 
only saving grace is that | can put 
the occasional sentence together 
and | know how to work seventy 
hours per week. 

To answer the former, | am a 
fitter and turner by trade, a gun- 
smith by inclination, a farmer, 


— with Malcolm Bone — 


pistol dealer, importer and whole- 
saler, by occupation, target shooter 
by sport, reloader by hobby, 
pacifist by nature, and a budding 
anti-gun legislation fighter by nec: 
essity (see page 50). 

A potentially contentious issue 
of course, is the fact that my being. 
‘in the business’ as well as being 
editor appears to give me unparallel 
ed advantage, apparently well in 
evidence in this issue, over other 
business houses in the field of ad- 
vertising and reviews. 

Lock, Stock & Barrel was first 
considered as a venture in mid 
June. Reviews on the Dillon RL300 
and the M900 were under way 
before this time and hopefully both 
were destined for publication else- 
where. Hasty phone calls were 
successful with the authors agreeing 
to these reviews being published 
here. . 

As to advertising, again because 
of the almost indecent rush to get 
into print, plus the transport and 
mail disruptions, advertisers have 
been given very short hotice in. 
which to arrange advertising copy, 
especially on the covers. Hence, | 
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lhave placed advertisements ot my 
more liberally than would 
iormally be the case. However, it 
uld be noted that the products 
idvertised by me, basically are not 
direct competition with those of 
ther advertisers. Primarily though, 
dvertising space bought by me will 
nly be placed in space not request- 
ed by other advertisers. 
Supposedly, to completely 
remove the stigma of ‘vested 
interest’, which | made much of 
lier, { should be in the grocery 
usiness for example — but then | 
would probably only be interested 
in writing about groceries (no 
doubt a few souls after reading this 
ill suggest that | do anyway!) 
Having dispensed with the form- 
falities of a first issue, | should like 
‘to give a brief outline about the 
things to come and who shall write 
them. 
If possible we hope not to engage 
full time staff writers, nor to estab- 
lish a long list of departmental 
rs. We will instead solicit and 
urage contributions from free- 
writers on any firearms relat- 
subject. This can include a series 
Wer several issues, but unless of ex- 
eptional quality it will not be ona 
forever’ basis. We want to print 
hat everyone out there has learnt, 
ather than what a limited few here 
ave learnt. 
On the subject of legislative bans 
anc ‘restrictions on firearm owner- 
p by law abiding citizens, Lock, 
ick & Barrel intends to take a 
positive approach to combating the 
ever increasing clamour to this mis- 
f guided panacea for armed holdups, 
murders, and general mayhem. 
With the help of our readers, we 
will compile a list of politicians. 
Iboth State and Federal (the 
Queensland list, ‘compliments’ of a 
sertain employees union, is on page 
59), who support licencing and/or 
restrictions on firearm ownership. 
is list will be printed often so 
that everyone can see who needs 
lobbying and educating, and as a 
last resort — who not to vote for. 
Queensland may be far distant 
rom Western Australia but already, 
vith the help of only one West 
stralian resident (without ment- 
ing his name, after all he does 
ve to live there), we are a long 
ck Stock & Barrel, Sept-Oct. 81 





way into compiling an article called 
“Yes, Things Are That Bad, and 
Worse, in W.A.’ We will tell it like 
it is and not smooth it over, nor 
make believe the bad points are 
good points. 

In our campaign against fire- 
arm restrictions in States other than 
Western Australia, we will from 
time to time be quite derisory of 
the West Australia Firearms Act. 
This should be in no way inter- 
preted that Lock, Stock & Barrel 
is laughing at or down on West 
Australians — in fact we here really 
do grieve for them. | suppose many 
of them, having lived under their 
tough laws for so long and accept 
them, will wonder what all the fuss 
is about. But we, in other States, 
having had free access without the 
drama of licencing, to whichever 
and however many long arms that 
take our fancy, would find West 
Australia style laws completely 
intolerable. 

| had not expected to have to 
take up the gauntlet against 
Queensland Police but last week 
they, by Order in Council, summar- 
ily declared revolving chamber car- 
bines of modern manufacture to be 
dangerous articles! 

1 cannot accept that these car- 
bines themselves are in any way 
more dangerous than the steel bar 
they were made from. When loaded 
and in the wrong hands they could 
be regarded as contributing to a 
dangerous situation but the same 
can be said for any firearm, or any 
knife. | can accept that a hand 
grenade or a bomb is a dangerous 
article because they can of their 
own accord obliterate everything in 
their vicinity. 

| would presume that the 
Queensland Police Dept. would not 
be too keen to go to court to fight 
a case against Joe Citizen who 
might contend that his Uberti 
carbine is not a dangerous article 
especially when he may also 
contend that other legally obtain- 
able firearms are more dangerous. 

This brings us to the crunch. | 
personally don’t hold these Ubertis 
etc. in very high regard, but if the 
Queensland Police can banish these 
without us causing a stir, they will 
have established a precedent in 
which they can then selectively 


a 


ban other types of firearms the 
same way — by declaring them also 
to be ‘dangerous articles’. 


The less firearm types there are, 
seemingly the more dangerous each 
of the remaining will appear to be. 

Tabling of Orders in Council is 
described in Section 106 of the 
Queensland Firearms and Offensive 
Weapons Act 1979 and reads 
“Section 28A of the Acts Interpre- 
tation Act 1954-1977 (Tabling of 
Regulations) shall apply with res- 
pect to Orders in Council made for 
the purposes of this Act and, for 
the purposes of such application, 
that section shall -be read and con- 
strued as if references therein to 
regulations were references to 
Orders in Council made for the pur- 
poses of this Act.”’ 

lf anyone can understand that, 
would they please explain it to me! 
Presumably, from recent events, the 
effect is that police can ban what 
they like and when they like. 

This whole storm springs from 
bank robbers buying these carbines, 
converting them to revolvers, and 
then using them for bank holdups. 

Suppose it could be shown that 
Ford cars were used 70% of the 
time as a getaway vehicle after a 
holdup. Banning Ford cars, then 
would probably result in Holden 
cars being used 80% of the time. 
Banning them in turn could result 
in Datsuns being used 85% of the 
time, etc. etc., until finally Rolls 
Royces would be used 100% of the 
time and they naturally will have 
to be banned, so at last there will 
be no more robberies because there 
won't be any vehicles in which to 
make a getaway! 


Can anyone remotely imagine 
that this pattern will be any differ- 
ent with regards to firearms used in 
robberies? GUNS DON'T COMMIT 
ROBBERIES, PEOPLE DO. 


It is easy and of no consequence 
for a criminal to break yet another 
law. It is already almost impossible 
for those who want to be law abid- 
ing, to be law abiding at all times. 
The great unheralded danger is that 
further laws, especially those which 
impose only on the honest citizens, 
can eventually bring about a general 
disregard for any and all laws by 








the public at large. In such a situat- 
jon the Police could not cope. 

| don’t know what the penalty is 
for a conviction for robbery, but in 
the Queensland Firearms Act there 
is provision for heavy fines and/or 
prison terms for anyone convicted 
of a serious offence, of which poss- 
ession of an unlicenced concealable 
firearm is but one. But nobody 
knows about that — it seems cert- 
ainly not the magistrates who mete 
out the punishments — certainly 
not the criminals who see their coll- 
eagues getting pats on the head and 
good behaviour bonds. This must 
be one of the most heartbreaking 
aspects of being a police officer. We 
don‘t need new laws, we need the 
old ones to be enforced. 

It may appear that | have fired a 
broadside at the Queensland Police 
Dept. but it was not meant as that. 
Personally, | have not experienced 
any of the arrogant attitude, 
reputedly prevalent in dealing with 
West Australia police, in my deal- 
ings with Queensland police. All 
have been most cordial and helpful 
from Assistant Commissioner down 
to constables and | hope this situat- 
ion will remain. Disagreement does 
not mean eneminity. 

But enough of that for now. Yes, 
Lock, Stock & Barrel will have a 
‘Letters to the Editor’ column, but 
| do not intend to print letters such 
as ‘| am thinking of buying a .222 
to shoot the bunyips that raid my 
marijuana patch — do you think 
this is a heavy enough calibre and 
what load should | use?’ 

| am not saying that it is beneath 
my dignity to answer such mun- 
dane enquiries. | acknowledge that 
the question would be really impor- 
tant to the writer but these persons 
really do need to buy and read a 
good book or two on the subject. 
There is obviously much more that 
such an enquirer should know than 
| could tell in a couple of para- 
graphs. 

We are looking for a cartoonist 
or two to supply cartoons, firearm 
related, either in a strip or as the 
odd caricature, so let’s here from all 
you budding Murray Ball (of Foot- 
rot Flats) types. 

We will run a Wanted to Buy, 
Sell, and Exchange section which 
will be for private individuals only 


and not for dealers. An advertise- 
ment form can be found on page42. 

Our colour cover will generally 
always be of some special firearm 
that most of us can only dream 
about. We will alternate from rifle, 
shotgun, pistol, to muzzle loader, 
or whatever. 


In conclusion, we the amateurs, ’ 


apologise for any spelling mistakes, 
incorrect grammar, omissions or 
other errors that we may have 
overlooked. We hope you will 
enjoy reading Edition 1 to the 


By now most business houses 
who handle firearms and firearm 
related accessories will have receiv- 
ed our rate cards. From all reports 
these have gone over like a brick. 
Almost no-one can understand 
them. Easily here we can be seen as 
amateurs, but the amusing part is 
that the setting out of the rates 
was the only professional advice we 
have so far accepted without 
question. 

But the rate schedule is quite 
simple if one knows how to read it, 
which is as follows:— 

In each page there are 3 columns, 
each 24cm long. In printers terms, 
a page contains 72 column centi- 
metres. Printers abbreviate this to 
‘cm’ meaning centimetres, but they 
really mean column centimetres. 

An advertiser wanting to place an 
advertisement 1/6th page in size 
does in fact order 12 column centi- 
metres of space, that is 72 divided 
by 6. The shape of this advertise- 
ment is immaterial providing it uses 
whole columns in width. It can be 
1 column by 12 cm deep, 2 col- 
umns by 6 cm deep, or 3 columns 
by only 4 cm deep. This advertise- 
ment would be charged at the 
casual rate. 

Should the advertiser order the 
same sized advertisement placed in 


extent that you may even want to- 


NOTICE 
to advertisers 












































try Edition 2. Apart from not! 
allowing ourselves enough time, we 
enjoyed putting it together. Many| 
thanks to to printers, typesetters,, 
and photographers etc. for patient-| 
ly explaining their ways to us and 
for putting up with our sudden 
outbursts of ‘Hey — we need this 
right away!’ 


4 issues, then he will order 4 times} 
12 col. cm. which is 48 col. cm.| 
This puts his order above the %4 
page (36 col. cm.) rate but not i 
the full page rate, so each advertise- 
ment in each issue will be charged| 
per col. cm. (12) at the 36 col. cm, 
rate. 

When the advertiser orders that] 
same advertising space in each of 6| 
issues, then his order is for 72 (6 x 
12) col. cm. and each insertion wil 
be charged at the full page rate pe: 
col. cm., multiplied by the 12 col, 
cm. used. A one page advertisemen: 
ordered for just one issue is als 
charged (this time 72 col. cm. ari 
charged for) at this same col. cm. 
rate. 2 

An order for a one page advert, 
isement in each of 6 issues attract: 
the 432 col. cm. rate which is 20 
cheaper than the 72 col. cm. o 
single page rate. 

12 issues is the maximum fo 
which space can be ordered in ad: 
vance, | 


We are in the process of printing| 
a new and more understandable! 
rate card and this will be sent out} 
in the next few days. Should ther 
be any further queries, pleas 
phone our Advertising Manager, 
Ron Owen, on 071 824014. +* 


Air Match Model 
C.U. 400 
Air Pistol ~"" 





“the Australian shooter wishing 
compete in the International 
hooting Union Air Pistol Match 
has been well catered for. The ser- 
_jous competition shooter can select 
from the Walther LP Match, the 
‘Feinwerkbau Model 65 and 80, 
2cado Model 10, and second-hand 
jammerli CO2 Masters. Now they 
fe another pistol to consider — 
the “Air Match’ CU 400. The pistol 
subject to this review came in a 
“moulded coolite box, as so many 
do these days. First sigtiting made 
Pee think of a Domino Standard 
istol with an extended slide. The 
ins of the ‘Air Match’ are un- 
“tmistakeably Domino; but apparently 
this firm has been taken over by 
fen Caccia, a century old bus- 


“A rose by any othername — nota new Domino standard pistol — it’s a Ravizza Air Match. 











iness dealing in firearms, and the 

ir Match firm, founded in 1979, is 

of their branches. 

A new entry on the air pistol 
ket is against formidable opp- 
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The cocking lever tells all 








osition. The Feinwerkbaus have an 
enviable reputation here and over- 
seas. A Walther LP Match, used by 
Norm Harrison, holds the Austral- 
jan Men’s record of 386; while the 
Ladies record, also 386, was set at 
the 1981 Nationals by Enid New- 
ton using the new CO2 powered 
Walther. | understand there are 
only a few of the latter in Australia 
at present. 

How does the Model 400 mea- 
sure up? 

The pistol functions by means of 
air which is compressed by a piston 
connected to a cocking-lever pivot- 
ed near the muzzle. After the lever 
has completed about one-half of its 
forward travel when cocking, the 
barrel starts to protrude from the 
slide cover, and continues to move 
forward with the cocking-lever until 
it extends 40mm when the lever is 
completely forward. The pellet can 
now be inserted into the breech end 
of the barrel, and the cocking-lever 
closed, taking the barrel back with 
it. Compressed air pistols can be 
rather difficult to operate, as any- 
one who has tried a Walther will 
agree. With the ‘Air Match’, the 
lever is comparatively easy to move 
for most of its rearward travel, and 
for the final closure that does take 
some muscle, the left hand is open- 
ed — fingers go beneath the pistol 
and around it — the hand is then 
easily closed and the lever snaps 
shut. Be careful at first, as you can 
be pinched if the lever isn’t placed 
correctly in your palm. 

During the test | fired approx- 
imately 200 shots, and found load- 
ing effortless using this method. It 
is pleasing that one’s right hand 
does not have to leave the grip or 
even alter position during loading. 

The slide cover is chamfered at 
the loading port which allows right- 
handed people to get their left 
thumb in and push the pellet fully 


home. The ‘Air Match’ can be 
bought with left-handed grips, and 
these shooters would find the 


loading port large enough even 
without the chamfer to completely 
insert the pellet. 

The grips are one piece and non- 
adjustable. People with small hands 
will need to pack the grip, those 
with large hands can carve away; 
and if your hand is the same size as 





Cocking lever forward — breech exposed. The piston rod is visible through the slot in compensating 


cylinder. 





Slide cover and grips removed. Note steps in the barrel which is locked against the recoil plug. 


mine the grip will be a perfect fit. 

Fine stippling covers the palm 
contact area and also the region of 
thumb contact. The grips are cut in 
such a manner that the trigger fin- 
ger can operate freely without foul- 
ing the woodwork. The test pistol 
grip was attractively grained and 
appeared to be made of walnut. 

However, the wood was breaking 
away on the shoulders under the 
sights. An examination of a second 
‘Air Match’ also showed broken 
wood in this thin section, and also 
evidence of bogging up by the 
makers. 

It was easy to forgive this small 
imperfection as the grip fitted so 
well and caused the pistol to point 
perfectly. For me it would have to 
be the best fitting factory grip | 


have found on any pistol. The grip 
causes the hand to be tipped for- 
ward in the same manner as the 
Domino Standard and Rapid Fire 
pistols, and users of these will feel 
at home. 

The ‘Air Match’ is slightly 
muzzle heavy, but the pistol itself 
is light — 990 grams. This weight 
can be increased by adding 30 gram 
weights beneath the muzzle. These 
are not supplied with the pistol, but 
it would appear possible to fit 
either a single or a double weight. 

The light weight comes from the 
extensive use of alloy, and this has 
been anodised a matt grey. This 
finish, according to the Handbook, 
is abrasion and scratch resistant. 
The top of the slide cover has long- 
itudinal grooves 4 la Domino. 

Continued Page 61 
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The 
DILLON 
RL300 
progressive 
reloader 


-- John Robinson — 


Shooters these days are starting 
to move out of the good old days 
of reloading when it had something 
of a novelty, value and speed was 
less important than precision and 
economy. 

In the ‘80's, time is becoming 
more of a luxury than money for a 
lot of people, with the result that 
more and more reloading equip- 
ment is being mechanised. 

The single stage loaders produc- 
ing 60 or 70 complete loads an 
hour are giving way to turret-type 
foaders with auto priming systems 
capable of around 200 rounds per 

hour. 

| have been called a liar on more 
than one occasion because | have 
gone into print about loading at a 
rate of 200 rounds per hour on my 
Redding 25 press. 

All | can say is that I'll take any 
money, any time if | have to prove 
it. 

As such a setup can be had for 
under $200, the next step in pro- 
“gressive: reloaders is a big one to get 
any appreciable advance in loading 
rate. 

The reloaders must get more 
‘complex by a considerable margin 
once the 200/hour barrier is to be 
broken. Fully progressive loaders 
like the Star now sell for over 
$1500 which puts them out of the 
reach of most of us. 

These types of reloaders usually 
need special dies to go with them, 
and calibre changes can be both 

slow and costly. 
The new Dillon RL300 has been 
slotted in to fill the gap between 
8 Lock Stock & Barrel, Sept-Oct. 81 








The Dillon RL300. Top quality, ata price, that will load 300 rounds per hour. 


the fully progressives and the turret 
presses. 

The basic press will sell here for a 
little over $500 but with all the use- 
ful options such as the auto primer 
feeder the price should be closer 
to $700. 

The Dillon, as well as using stan- 
dard 7/8” x 14 dies, is also built to 
handle both pistol and rifle reload- 
ing, including full length sizing 
operations. 

The Dillon presses are imported 
by Malcolm Bone, P.O. Box 90, 
Gympie, Old. Malcolm Bone spec- 
ialises in progressive reloading 


equipment and has several other 
makes that will be reviewed here in 
due course. 

The press was forwarded for test- 
ing with two sets of accessories; for 
.45 ACP and .38 Special. 

The Dillon press is about the 
same bulk as my Redding 25 press, 
which is no lightweight. On tearing 
open the box for a first eager look, 
| was immediately impressed with 
the quality of manufacture. 

The Dillon is really well finished, 
even in places that don’t matter. 
The yolk that carries the toggle 
linkage looks to me to be a bronze 





casting, a very expensive material 
for such an application. 

The tool head looks to be stain- 
less steel, as are the shafts, and 
other critical parts not carrying 
loads are machined aluminium cast- 
ings. 

The Dillon press has the appear- 
ance of a finely engineered piece of 
precision equipment and it funct- 
ions accordingly. 

The press frame is the heart of 
the unit and carries the die head 
and guides the main shaft. 


The main shaft is operated 
‘through a compound linkage crank, 
which raises and lowers the main 
shaft. 

The main shaft carries the shell 
platform, which is raised and low- 
ered under the die positions by the 
operating handle. 

The shell holder platform carries 
a shell plate with four shell holder 
notches cut out on its perimeter, 
90° apart. 

This shell plate rotates and is 
retained in its indexing positions by 
a spring loaded ball detent. 

A large centre bolt supports the 
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shell plate as well as acting as the 
axle. 

Around the perimeter of the 
shell platform on each of the index- 
ing positions, locator buttons are 
inserted to suit the cartridge being 
loaded in the particular shellplate. 


ansfers the primer from the unit at left over to the priming station (over spring 





These buttons keep the cases in 
position in the shell plate as it is 
rotated and allow the removal of a 
cartridge from the sequence at any 
stage of the reloading operations) 

Both the powder thrower and 
the auto primer feeder are integrat- 
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Manufactured by 
Taipan Industries 
P.O. Box 77 
Yandina 4561 


® 


Queensland. 


AUSTRALIA’S DEADLIEST KILLER 


iS BACK 


Jacketed Rifle Bullets made to work on Australian game in all popular 


calibres, also a complete range of swaged lead bullets for pistol 
shooters including the popular -32 and -38 HBWC. 


Available at your local dealer NOW! 


Trade Enquiries Only to: 


Australian Agents: Commercial Marketing, 
Cnr. Hotham Pde and McLachlan Ave, Artarmon 2064 


Phone: (02) 438 2355 


S.A. Only: Taipan Gunshop 
945 South Road, Edwardstown 5039 
Phone: (08) 297 2420 





® 


Swift & Deadly 
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Quite by chance, as | walked into 
the Owen Guns gun shop a few 
weeks ago, Kevin Ogden, Queens- 
land Sales Manager of Tomasetti 
Sport happened to be extolling the 
virtues of a certain shotgun to a 
very unresponsive Ron Owen. (Ron 
always asks the price first and ‘what 
is it’ afterwards). 

Ron had just begun to retaliate 
by trying to sell Kevin some advert- 
ising space in Lock, Stock & Barrel 
but a stalemate situation developed 
so Ron introduced me as a divers- 


une turned out to be all Kevins as 
he left without it, and we retained 
it for a week for testing. 
Apparently Signor Benelli, in the 
sewing machine manufacturing bus- 
iness, was a keen shooter who 
yearned for better than the current- 
ly available shotguns, so he experi- 
mented with and finally made his 
own. He then switched from sewing 
machines to shotgun manufacture - 
a sort of rags to recoils story. 
Benelli is not new to Australia, it 
has been available for a year or so 


ionary tactic. For the next 10 min- _ 


utes | had the mechanical marvels 
of this modern shotgun explained 
to me. | heard phrases like, light- 
weight but light recoil, new design 
bolt group inertia unlocking system, 
simple takedown - only six moving 
parts, fast action - fire five shots 
before the first empty hits the 
ground, etc. etc. 

What we were talking about is 
the Benelli Automatic Shotgun and 
| suggested to Kevin that if it really 
does have all these features then 
maybe we should write about it. 
Unfortunately, the one Kevin had 
for demonstrating was the only one 
he had with him, but the misfort- 
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having kept a relatively low profile 
whilst handled by the previous 
importers. The model for testing is 
designated 123 SL 80 which is an 
engraved field gun with 70 cm full 
choke barrel. 

The choke measured .680 ins. 
which is a very tight full choke by 
todays standards. The barrel sport- 
ed a 6.5mm wide ventilated rib 
5mm high. A single bead was plac- 
ed 33mm back from the muzzle. 
This appeared to be of stainless 
steel. and was not a true ‘bead’ 





Right side of action showing boltassembly, hold open and loading button, and the engraving. 


ut cylindrical in shape, looking 
for all the world like a small rifle 
primer sitting on its flat. Actual 
size was 3.5 mm in diameter by 
2mm high. 

The other major stock measure- 
ments were as follows: 


Length of pull. .a standard 355mm. 





Drop at heel ... .. 65mm 
Drop at comb .. ... 45mm 
Pitch at butt ...... ++ 10mm 
Pitch at muzzle.......... 60mm 


Balance point 510mm from butt 
Length overall - 1225mm 
Trigger weight : 2kgs 

This particular gun also had 
about 7mm cast to the right. This 
could be a benefit to the right- 
handed shooter but would be detri- 
mental to a left-handed shooter. As 
catalogued, there is no provision 
for right-hand or left-hand models 
so | assume that the cast off either 
to be accidental, or else left-hand 
shooters are expected to like it or 
lump it. 

The quality of the walnut was , 
excellent with a little ‘morning a 
sunrise’ in the butt stock plus the . 

: 








forewood matched the butt stock The bolt group dissembled. 
in colour. 

The finish too, was excellent, it 
being a soft smooth, but artificial, 
oil type finish with the grain well 
filled and sealed. Definitely a wel- 
come change to the shiny glossy 
finishes found on many modern 
arms, 

The stocks are made by Sile of 
Italy who make replacement stocks 
and pistol grips for just about 
everything. Wood to metal fit, again 
was excellent, even only a very 
barely perceptible gap longitudin- 
ally between barrel and forewood. 
The butt stock, while well fitted 
against the frame, was left slightly 
proud around the metal. The ) 
bakelite butt plate was spiggoted 
to the butt so if ever it became 
loose it couldn’t move. Behind the 
butt plate a fair portion of the butt 
was hollowed out, presumably to 
lighten the gun or improve the bal- 
ance. But maybe it is to allow the 
fitting of a recoil reducing device 
should an owner require one. 

Checkering of the pistol grip and 











around the forewood has been cut, ~ The under side of receiver. The top photo shows the bolt carer fully forward and the bolt Tock 
rather than pressed or whatever,  cammed into place. The bottom photo shows the bolt carrier moving rearwards and camming the bolt 
but appears to have been done by = 9u# 0f'ts /ocked/position. ee 
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song: “If all the young girls were 

e hares on the mountain, very 

soon the young men they would go 
out ahunting..... # 

Well, men, the young, old, and 
middling, DO go out hunting, and 
quite frequently they encounter 
large numbers of hares. Shooters | 
talk to, in this Southern Monaro 
region of N.S.W. tend not to bring 
home the results of their shooting 
‘on these occasions — looking at me 
with surprise when | praise the hare 
as a great delicacy. To me this has 
always seemed a waste, as, when 
well prepared, hare can be trans- 
formed into truly superb casseroles 
and pates — in the opinion of many 
gourmets and chefs, it is one of the 
finest of game meats. Imagine the 
satisfaction of sitting down to a 
casserole of hare, meltingly tender, 
_with a bottle of your favourite wine 

or ale to accompany it. With a 
feast such as this, the conversation 
around the fireside afterwards just 

has to be inspired! 
In many Continental homes, 
_ when the husband returns from his 
_ hunting with one or more hare, it is 
regarded as a real reward. His wife 


oe then prepare it for the table — 


‘re the words of a traditional Irish 


















i erhaps as Lepre Colle Polpette. 
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getting fat on clover. 


This recipe makes a rich meat sauce 
which can also be eaten with pasta. 

In Victorian England the house- 
hold would be treated to Roast 
Hare, or the famous Jugged Hare, 
served with little dumplings called 
Forcemeat Balls. 

The Italian Polpette which acc- 
ompany the previous recipe, are 


HOW TO BAG YOUR HARE 
AND EAT IT TOO 


— Jeanne Lankhorst — 





remarkably similar in content to 
these Forcemeat Balls. 

A very simple German method of 
preparing hare is Hasenbraten in 
Bier, or Hare Baked With Beer. This 
is a dish which is so easy that it 
could be cooked in a camp oven or 
stewpot on the hunting trip itself. 

Remember, when you have shot 


Ane atter, getting hot in the pot, 








A clean pair of heels — a fleeting view very often seen by many hunters, 


your hare, (with a head shot if you 
want to save all the fine meat), that 
it does improve with hanging for a 
few days, many people store it in 
the refrigerator for a day or two 
before cooking, having first skinned 
and cleaned the animal. When you 
are ready to commence cooking, 
soak the hare for an hour in tepid 
water to draw out the blood. If the 


hare is an old one, which can be 
determined by the width of the 
cleft in the lip, (an older hare 
having a much wider cleft than a 
younger one), let it lie in vinegar 
for a short time, but wash it well 
afterwards in water. It is also a 
good idea to remove the thin outer 
skin from the hare, as this makes 
for a more tender meat when used 


in casserole dishes. There is no rea- 
son why hare cannot be frozen 
before cooking as are other game 
meats. Similarly, all the dishes for 
which the recipes are given here, 
can be prepared in advance, and 
frozen for eating at some future 
date. This way, a large number of 
hares can be stored in a convenient ~ 
way — what a treat for a dinner 
party later on! } 

An early English writer described 
the hare in these words: ‘This little 
animal is found generally distribut- 
ed over Europe, and, indeed, in 
most parts of the northern world. 
Its extreme timidity is the endow- 
ment which Providence has bestow- — 
ed upon it as a means of defence; it | 
is therefore, attentive to every 
sound, and is supplied with ears 
both long and tubular, with which 
it can hear with great acuteness. Its 
eyes, also, are so constructed and 
placed so prominent on its head, — 
that it can see both before and 
behind it. It lives entirely upon 
vegetables, but its flesh is consid- 
ered dry, notwithstanding that it is 
deemed, in many respects, superior 
to that of rabbit, being more sav- 
oury, and of a much finer flavour. _ 
\ts general feeding time is the even- : 
ing, while during the day, if not: 
disturbed, it adheres closely to its 
nest’. 

The hare does not live in burrows 
like the rabbit, but by hiding in tall — 
grasses, and under bushes, manages — 
to rear its young, and survive ext- 
remely well, if the present numbers 
in many regions of Australia are 
any indication. 

It loves cultivated crops, and is 
therefore not a favourite of the 
farmers. With its long legs, it can 
move at an amazing speed, which 
makes it a real challenge to the 
hunter. | usually take my Brno 
model 2 with me when shooting 
hare, with Remington Gold Bullets 
it makes for an ideal outfit at 
distances up to 75 metres. If | need 
a longer shot the Brno Fox comes 
into its own. The load | use with: 
the 222 is as follows: 18.6 gr. IMR’ 
4198 powder, 52 gr. Sierra HPBT 
bullets, and no. 7% Benchrest 
Primers by Remington. Shotguns 
are used for shooting hare, which is 
fine as long as you don’t mind — 
meeting with the occasional piece — 

Continued Page 7 
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- BUSH INGENUITY 
IS STILL ALIVE 





— by MALCOLM BONE — 


In these days of high technology, 
huge corporations, silicon chips, 
and CNC tape controlled fully auto- 
matic manufacturing devices, it 
could easily be assumed that there 
no longer exists an avenue for the 
small town individual to exhibit 
originality and inventiveness. 

They ARE still around but being 
mostly quiet and unassuming they 
usually go un-noticed. Anything 
achieved by them is not heralded 
-by a great fanfare of trumpeting 
advertising but merely enjoyed only 
by the inventor and his close 
friends. = 


One such is Keith Zerner who 
resides on a property near the 7 
thriving Metropolis of Woolooga The 20 cavity 225° round ball mould 
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(population about 48) in south-east 
Queensland. Having lived there and 
worked with cattle most of his life, 
Keith’s keen interest in firearms has 
sprung not only from the hobby 
and sporting aspect, but also as a 
necessary part of the cattle grazing 
business. 

Today, Keith is semi-retired, 
which in country language means 
that you still do all the things 
that you have always done, only 
you do them at a more leisurely 
pace. 

The object of this article first 
came to light when Keith, on hear- 








cherry and the ‘saw blade’ which made it 


ing that | wanted to cast a few bull- 
ets for my .44/40 but didn’t have a 
suitable mould, duly arrived on my 
doorstep with a genuine Winchester 
44/40 mould which he offered to 
lend me for a few weeks. (This | 
took as quite a compliment as one 
does not generally lend one’s prized 
antique moulds). Knowing that | 
was interested in experimentation, 
he also brought along his 20 cavity 
round ball mould for me to try. 


Not too many readers will have 
seen a 20 cavity mould of any 
description, even less will have seen 








(ly :ound balls as east looking more like chess pawns, 






\i 


Keith Zemer arriving to show us his home made 
tnould making tools. 


a home made one, but virtual 
unheard of is a home-made one, 
made without the use of powel 

tools. 

Yes, incredible (pardon the T.V.. 
connotations) as it sounds, the 
mould described in this article was 
made ‘out in the scrub’ by someone 
without a metal trade background, 
and entirely by hand. 

‘In the beginning’, now a year 
or so ago, Keith decided he would 
like a supply of round balls, .225” 
in diameter, which he could use in 
his shotgun to reduce the occasion- 
al plague proportions of wallaby. 
And if .225’, then he could load 
them (singley) in his .223 Reming- 
ton to shoot rats in the grain shed. 

How did he make it? From the 
first photo you can see that Keith 
started with an old pair of tin snips 
let into which and welded on to 
(the only outside help Keith rec- 
eived) are two pieces of plate, each 
40mm x 16mm x 5mm. 

Onto these plates were fastened, 
by two brass screws in each, the 
mould ‘blocks’. 

But how did he make the cavit- 
jes? In Keith’s own words, “That 
was easy, the hard part was making 
the tool to make the tool that made 
the cavities.” ' 

First he took a discarded broken 
end of a crosscut saw and softened 
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1 1/802 wad holds 1 oz (28 .225” round balls). 



















it, ie. heated it until red hot in the 
horse shoe forge and then let it cool 
slowly for a couple of hours in 
lime. He then drilled a 7/32” dia. 
hole in it with a breast drill, about a 
¥"" in from one edge. This he en- 
larged with a file until it was as near 
as possible to .225 inches in dia- 
meter. A 3/32’ wide slot was hack- 
sawed from the edge and radially 
toward the center of the hole, The 
piece of blade was now hardened 
by heating red hot and quenching 
in cold water, thus completing the 
too] to make the cutter for the 
cavities, ‘technically called a 
‘cherry’. 


Inipromptu case flaring tool. 
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The cherry itself was made from 
a piece of worn out % inch chain 
saw file about 50mm long. This of 
course, had to be softened, as was 
the saw blade, before it could be 
shaped. After roughly filing a ball 
shape on one end, the other end 
was chucked in the trusty breast 
drill so that the ball end could be 
turned as it was slowly, ever so 
slowly, forced down through the 
now hardened piece of saw blade. 


Eventually a round ball on a 
3/32 inch diameter stem was ob- 
tained. Next trick was to file 
grooves all around the ball and then 
make cutting edges out of one side 
of them — not an easy task when 
the ball is less than %” in diameter. 
When finally done, the cherry, as it 
can now be called, was hardened — 





same as before — and ready to cut 
the cavities. 

The blocks, steel, each 85mm x 
25mm x 6mm, after being filed 
dead flat and matched, plus dowel 
pinned at each end, were removed 
from the tin snips — oops, sorry, — 
mould handles. 

Using a complex marking 
method utilizing the aluminium foil 
from the inside of a milk powder 
tin, matching marks were made on 
the inside of both blocks. These 
marks were drilled to a shallow 
depth with an inch drill just to.give 
the cherry somewhere to start. 
With the blocks clamped together 
the 3/32 inch entrance holes to the 
cavities were drilled to a depth of 
3/16 of an inch, the expected edge 
of the cavities. 

Then to the dramatic part — 


Crude but effective method of lubing the round ball. Loaded round ball compared with regular Hornet 


cartndge. 


cutting the cavities. The blocks 
were able to slide together along 
long dowel pins so they would 
always reliably meet on the same 
alignment. All that remained was to 
find some way to close them 
together while the cherry was 
revolved in between. 

This was accomplished with the’ 
aid of strips of rubber, a vice, and 
the ever faithfull breast drill. The 
rubber strips were placed against 
the jaws of the vice, the blocks 
against the rubber, and the cherry 
between the blocks in the position 
that the cavity was required. Whilst 
turning the cherry the vice was 
tightened, thus slowly the cavity 
took shape. (Keith appears to be 
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normal in that he only has two 
hands that | can see, so | can only 
conclude that either he held the 
breast drill in his teeth or he was 
able to wind up the vice with his 
foot!) 


The purpose of the rubber strips 
was to prevent the positive, relative- 
ly sudden, and unyielding move- 
ment of the vice jaws from being 
transferred to the mould blocks 
which would have jammed the 
cherry. Instead the rubber exerted 
a steady, but flexible pressure on 
the blocks, For the final 1/8mm 
of closure the rubber strips were 
removed to ensure the cavity was 
cut to full depth. 

That basically covers the manu- 
facture, now to the use. After pre- 
heating the mould on top of the 
electric melting pot while the lead 
came up to pouring temperature, 
it soon produced fully tormed balls, 
but | found, as Keith did, that it 
wasn’t too often that all 20 were 
fully formed. The handles got very 
hot of course, and no doubt the 
hotter they became the better the 
success ratio. 

Not having a sprue cutter result- 
ed in a heap of ‘chess pawns’ which 
all had to be trimmed with side 
cutters. For those to be fired from 
a rifle, | also filed off the remaining 
slight projections. 

The balls did measure .225 of an 
inch in diameter and weighed in at 
16 grains. For shotqun loads this 
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meant it took 30 to weigh 1-1/80zs 
but | found that only 28 conven- 
iently fitted into an 1-1/8 oz wad. 
These weighed loz. | loaded and 
fired only one shotshell as from my 
point of view casting big bag fulls 
of shot in this manner was just not 


| did have an interesting after- 
noon test firing round balls in my 
Savage Model 23D .22 Hornet. 
Anticipating that the ball wouldn’t 
want to start readily in the case 
without some belling of the case 
mouth, | had a flash of inspiration 
that would do any bushman proud. 
| took my long nosed pliers, in the 
closed position, and pushed them 
firmly into the case with one hand 
while slowly turning the case with 
the other. This gave me the slight 
belling | required so as to not shave 
lead from the ball during seating. 

Considering that the ball weighed 
16 grains, a fast powder should suit, 
so, taking what | thought was an 
educated guess, | weighed up 4 
grains of Hercules Red Dot for a 
starter. | noticed that this filled the 
Hornet case rather more than | 
expected so | tipped it out and put 
back 3 grains instead. Couldn't help 
thinking ‘‘| must get a Powley 
Computor one of these days before 
| blow something up!" __ 

The balls to be used in the Hor- 
net were cast fairly hard and after 
seating each one | ‘rubbed it’s nose’ 
liberally in some Saeco bullet lube. 
This first load | fired across a 





































chronograph which gave a readin 
of 2235 fps. The primer exhibited 
no sign of pressure so | fired twd 
more the same. These resulted i 


whereas the 2153 fps one was foul 
inches lower than the other two 

Allowing that 2000 fps plus is z 
bit zippy for the humble round bal 
| dropped my charge to 2 grains| 
This put the velocities down td 
around 1700 fps, although one 
brand of primers lifted this to 190¢ 
fps. 

One load of 4 grains resulted i 
2523 fps with the shot going three 
inches high and five inches to thi 
left. Up to this stage there was nd 
evidence of leading or pressure. Sq 
5 grains was loaded. This shot wen’ 
three inches high and four inches td 
the right, gave a velocity of 2814 
fps and very slight leading we 
apparent at the muzzle, but still ng 
sign of pressure. 

A charge of 6 grains gave sli 
pressure signs on the primer, a pul 
of grey smoke at the muzzle, nq 
hole in the target, and a velocity 
of 1951 fps — | suppose som 
rapidly decelerating ball fragment: 
must have made it past the secong 
chronograph screen! 

In summarising, with a bit | ‘more 
work, perhaps with other powders; 
groups of 40mm at 25 metres could 
be reliably obtained only slightly 
higher than the usual point o7 
impact. The critical area seemed td 
be velocity — if this was constant 
groups were good, if not, they were 
terrible. : 

One unexpected spin off from 
the exercise was the extraordinar 
velocity change between different 
makes of primers. Probably this 
cartridge combination would be 
excellent for testing the uniform: 
ity of batches of primers. 

In conclusion | seem to recall 
Keith muttering from under his 
dusty turned down hat brim, as hel 
climbed into his weatherbeate 
Toyota 4WD, which in turn attach: 
ed to this thumping great winel 
and bull bar, “No, I’m not in the 
process of making one for No. 
shot, and if anyone wants one i 
.225" they will just have to makel 
their own’’. _- 
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‘- 
Fellow Gympie (Qld) resident 
jalcolm Bone, who imports and 
ls velocity measuring gear made 
vy Custom Chronograph Company 
f Seattle U.S.A. recently loaned 
ne one of the first of that comp- 

y's new Model 900 chronographs 
come into Australia. Having 
ought and written about (Sporting 
hooter August 1979) the earlier 
lodel 500 chronograph complete 
vith a pair of Model 600 ambient 
ight screens a couple of years ago, 
jut me in a good position to eval- 
ate the advantages of this improv- 
d model and write this report. 
The most significant improve- 
nent is that the Model 900 indicat- 
“the actual velocity, not just an 
lapsed time. Although this feature 
; not new it is quite an advance as 
is is possibly now the most 
ffordable instrument to have this 
iture. As an alternative, this is 
simpler to use than the Model 
100 with it’s eleven place binary 
me readout via as elever-position 
cock Stock & Barrel, Sept-Oct. 81 


CHRONOGRAPH MODEL 


THE NEW CUSTOM 
CHRONOGRAPH MODEL 900 


he new custom 
hronograph 
Ode] 9OO -wyss.snciew - 
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rotary switch and yes/no indicator 
light. 

This older system requires the 
user to mentally convert the binary 
number to an octal number by 
assigning each binary place a value 
of 1, 2 or 4 and adding the ones 
indicated by the light together in 
groups of three. The operator then 
has to look up a set of tables pro- 
vided that converts the time as four 
digit octal number to feet per 
second. This is practical enough and 
not as awkward as it sounds when 
you get used*to it but it is ocbvious- 
ly left for dead by the MS00’s con- 
venience and speed of operation. 
Going through the details of oper- 
ation of the Model 900 and com- 
paring it with the Model 500 will 
show some other worth while 
improvements as well. 

When the machine is first switch- 
ed on and connected up to its start 
and stop screens (either circuit 
breaker or model 600 ambient 
light screens), the L.E.D. display 
shows two short horizontal bars 


Two horizontal bars shown here in the Mode] 
0" LED display indicate both screens are set 
and everything is ready for @ shot to be fired. On 







bars disappear and about four seconds 
the same LED flashes four digits indicating 





indicating that both screens are 
working and everything is ready to 
go. Failure of one of the bars to 
appear means that one of the 
screens is not properly connected 
or inoperative. The top bar indic- 
ates from the start screen and 
bottom bar from the stop screen. 
Similarly if after firing the shot 
one of the bars remains on the dis- 
play it means the screen indicated 
is still intact or “set” and has failed 
to record the passage of the bullet. 

This is a valuable aid in trouble 
shooting chronographing problems 
and means you can quickly direct 
your corrective efforts in the right 
direction. The older Model 500 
only has one light to indicate the 
status of both screens so is less 
specific when it indicates screen 
trouble and requires a bit more 
deduction to pinpoint the cause. 

Both bars disappearing from the 
display immediately as the shot is 
fired is what normally happens and 
means all is well and the start and 
stop time measuring circuits have 
worked. About four seconds later 
the display will flash four digits at 
you which are the actual velocity of 
the bullet in feet per second. 2985 
ft per second for instance will 
appear like this: “2”, short pause 
“9'" short pause “8”, short pause, 
“6”, then the single digit L.E.D. 
display stays blank for about four 
seconds and repeats 2, 9, 8, 5 again. 
The instrument will keep repeating 
like this unti) that reading is can- 
celled and the two “‘ready to fire’” 
bars are reset by turning the main 
switch off, and then on again. 

This resetting of the screens by 
switching off and on applies only to 
use with ambient light screens. In 
the case of use with contact breaker 
screens the act of replacing the dis- 
posable break screens with a new 
pair, cancels the old reading and 
makes the bars reappear. Apart 
from the twin indicator bars on the 
M900 chronograph, both chrono- 
graphs interface equally well with 
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Custom Chronograph Co's Model 500 and new Model 900 are shown together for comparison, 
Although indentical in size, inspection of innards revealed about twice as many components jammed into 
‘Ins M900. With a few small pluses in the MS00's favour capability is about the same, but for ease of use 


ihe direct velocity reading M.900 is vastly superior. 
break screens and the M600 
ambient light screens. 

Getting down to the nitty gritty 
of chronograph performance, the 
makers literature states that the 
M900 has a 500 Ke crystal. There- 
fore it counts time intervals in 
increments of one five hundred 
thousanth of a second which makes 
it adequately sensitive to chrono- 
graph high velocity ammo with 
screen spacings as short as two feet. 

Naturally the slower the bullet 
travels the more time it will take to 
go from screen to screen. So there 
is a limit on how slow a velocity 
the chronograph can measure, the 
limitation being how big a number 
of crystal pulses it can count up to. 
With a recommended screen spacing 


distance the minimum velocity 
measurable is claimed to be 245 
feet per second. 

Projectiles travelling below this 
speed would have little interest to 
shooters. 

5200 fps is the upper limit 
claimed by the maker. However | 
am pretty sure this is just an arbit- 
ary figure where the total number 
of crystal pulses counted becomes 
too few to give good sensitivity to 
velocity differences. For instance at 
around 5200 fps the chronograph 
measures in increments of about 27 
fps or about 0.5%. At the more 
commonly used velocities around 
3000 fps increments would be 
about 9 fps or 0.3%. Sensitivity gets 
even better as velocities decrease 






further. If some unlikely re 
emerged to require better sensi 
ity than normally available there is 
an easy way to achieve this as | will 
explain, this has to do with another 
improvement over the M500 that 
the M900 incorporates. 

The older Model 500 comes in 
two versions with different crystal 
frequencies. The most popular has 
the same 500Kc crystal as the new 
M900 and the book of time/speed 
conversion tables was worked out 
for a screen spacing of 2 ft. The 
other version of the M500 uses the 
same book of tables but was design- 
ed for use with a 4ft screen spacing 
by having a crystal with half th 
pulse rate, i.e. 250 Ke. 

The reason for the two versio 
was possibly to overcome any 
theoretical prejudice some users 
might have, in thinking the shorter 
2ft spacing option made accurate 
spacing of the screens too critical. 

This prejudice is understandable 
but not backed up by practical 
results in my opinion. Though, it is 
good for marketing to be able 
supply whatever buyers think th s 
need. Two foot or four foot spac- 
ings are also optional with the 
M900, but the advantage is you do 
not have to decide before you buy 
which option you want, as the 
chronograph will adapt to either by 
flicking a switch to a 2ft or 4ft 
Position. Whether this is achieved 
by having a second half speed: 
crystal or by some other means lik 
rigging a circuit to count only every 
second pulse | don’t know. 

Further versatility can be had | by 
deliberately using the screen ‘spac: 
ing switch in the wrong position. 
For instance, by using a 2ft reat 

















spacing with the switch in the 4 
position you could read actual 
velocities down to 123 fps by 
halving the velocity indicate 
the display. Similarly the sensitivity. y 
at high velocities could be doubled 
by using a 4ft screen spacing with 
the switch in the 2ft position. 
The velocities displayed would 
be exactly half the true velocities 
and even after doubling the readout 
figure, sensitivity in picking shot to 
shot variations would be twice as 
good as when using the correct 2ft 
switch position. About 99.9 per- 
cent of the time these tricks would 
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THE BLACK POWDER 


PART | 


The fascinating, and often frust- 
rating, sport of shooting muzzle- 
loading firearms has never really 

died since its inception some four 
hundred odd years ago, and over 
the last few years, has enjoyed a 
remarkable recovery from the dold- 
rums into which it slipped follow- 
ing the introduction of the self- 
“contained brass suppository. But 
what is it about black powder 
shooting that has created such 
_ world wide interest? 
__ Maybe we have been bitten by 
the nostalgia bug, maybe we like to 
dress and act as our forefathers 
did, maybe we like to shoot com- 
petitively, maybe, maybe . . . What- 
ever phase of this disease you may 
have contracted you are not alone; 
there are many thousands of fellow 
victims throughout the world today 












SCENE 


By the TRIPLE F’s 





J. P. Murry ‘Artillery Carbine’ .577 cal. A good scrub gun for pigs. 


heads for the local gun shop, there 
to be confronted with such an array 
of muzzle loading firearms, both 
genuine old-timers and modern-day 
reproductions, that his mind bogg- 
les at the thought of trying to 
decide which of them to buy. 

His first impression, on seeing 





Bore sizes from left to right .58 cal, .54 cal, .50 cal, .45 cal and .36 cal. 


and the epidemic has certainly not 
passed this country by. So much so, 
in fact, that there are now innumer- 
able black powder clubs scattered 
across the continent, catering for 
every facet of coal burner activity. 

Once infected, the budding black 
powder shooter immediately takes 
hold of his bulging wallet, and 
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the bore sizes of these firearms, will 
probably be one of stunned amaze- 
ment and shock, and he wiii timidly 
approach the shop owner and 
enquire as to the possible future 
condition of his shoulder if he 
should fire one of these artillery 
pieces. He may rest assured how- 
ever, that the old story of a black 


powder firearm “kicking like a 
mule”, is a load of garbage. Sure, 
there is a healthy push to the rear, 
but this soft type of recoil is entire- 
ly different from the sharp cracking 
recoil generated by smokeless pow- 
der, and with sensible loads is con- 
siderably less detrimental to the 
shooter's shoulder. 

The dyed-in-the-wool collector, 
of course, will drool all over the 
originals, but the shooting of these 
can, at times, be dangerous because 
of their age and condition, and also 
verges on the sacrilegious, as any 
damage done to them is irrepairable 
and can result in the loss of another 
piece of history, and maybe the nut 
behind the butt also. 

Probably the first decision the 
buyer must make is what type of 
ignition takes his fancy. Firstly, we 
have the fire locks which comprise 
match lock, wheel lock and the 
infinite variety of flint locks. On 
the other hand we have the cap 
lock. Match locks are quite dang- 
erous to use because of the ever- 
burning match or fuse attached to 
them, and their use on ranges is 
usually frowned upon..Wheel locks 
are quite rare and are priced accord- 
ingly, while the flint lock is readily 
obtainable and enjoys wide popul- 
arity. All of these use a patched 
spherical ball and are, at first, quite 
difficult to shoot accurately be- 
cause of the relatively long ignition 
time, but once mastered, will have 





















t the shooter to hold any 
correctly. 

The percussion or cap lock offers 
the widest available selection of all 
in type of firearm and choice of 
projectile. Varieties of modern-day 
reproductions cover virtually every 
type of muzzle loader that was ever 
made, ranging from early English 
and American patch ball rifles, 
several as-issued military muskets, 
rifles and pistols, and up to what 
became the classics of the muzzle 
loading era - the target and match 
rifles and those elegant shotguns. 
Then, of course, there are the 
custom built muzzle loaders which 
can be made to any nominated 
design, from early match locks to 
the enormously heavy barreled slug 
rifles for bench rest shooting, all of 
which, naturally require a wallet 
the size of a pregnant elephant. 

The buyer must now make his 
second decision. To what use is he 
intending to put his front-stuffer? 
Is it just for the fun of making 
noise and smoke; is it to hang over 
the fireplace; is it any one of count- 
less other reasons or is it to put that 
firearm to the purpose for which it 
was intended — to hit what it is 
aimed at? 

Having come at last to this point, 
the next move is to curb the buying 
urge and ask the gun shop owner to 
direct you to the local black pow- 
der shooters — he may even be one 
himself — and confer with them at 
great length. They will be only too 
willing to discuss their favourite 
subject and help steer the newcom- 
er on to the right course. They will 









reasonably priced general purpose muzzle loader. 


.good starting point. 


A Parker Hale ‘Volunteer Model’ 45 cal with accessories. A good target rifle. 


probably natter on endlessly about 
every imaginable form of black 
powder shooting from fun shoots 
to hunting, from shoots conducted 
as they were a century ago, to ser- 
ious target shooting comprising 
local, state, and national events, 
and so on ad infinitum. 


So now the choice of firearm in 
relation to it’s intended use be- 
comes more important. The fun 
shooter has it easy here, as only his 
personal preferences enter into it, 
but the intending black powder 
hunter has a little more to think 
about. 3 

Muzzle loading shotgunners will, 
of course, have to decide between 
single and double guns, most of 
which are now produced in the 
popular 12 gauge. Recommended 
sizes of shot and charges to propel 
them are readily available in numer- 
ous books on the subject, and along 
with the Joading proceedures also 
described, will give the shooter a 
Big plump 


_—— 


Connecticut Valley Arms, Frontier Model, available made up or in kit form in .45 and .50 cal. A 


ducks are downed just as easily 
with black powder as with smoke- 
less, but it is much more exciting, 
and they taste even better 

Hunting with a muzzle loading 
rifle, however, becomes a little 
more involved in the matter of sel- 
ection. Important matters such as 
calibre, type of projectile and pow- 
der charges must be carefully con- 
sidered, The average hunter does 
not arm himself with a .458 Mag- 
num for the sole purpose of decim- 
ating the local rabbit population, 
nor does he use a .22 rimfire for 
buffalo, and so: it is with a black 
powder rifle. Every type of game 
available on the face of this planet 
has, at one time or another, been 
taken by a muzzle loader. ' 

The variety of reproduction 
rifles now available ranges from 
small calibre patched ball rifles for 
game such as rabbits and hares, to 
the large bore military type, or 
patched ball, or slug rifles, which 
will comfortably handle anything 
to be found in this country, or for 
that matter, anywhere else. 

The intending target shooter has 
an equally wide range from which 
to make his selection. This type of 





shooting is divided into several 
classes, comprising fire-lock, patch- 
ed ball rifles, military rifles, 


and an open class. 

The first consideration in target 
shooting is accuracy and no matter 
how critically other factors are 
taken into account, this comes 
from the barrel of a gun. Here the 
buyer’s choice becomes limited, 
and he should take careful note of 
what the local fanatics have to say 
on this point as to maker’s names 
and the quality of their products. 

Continued Page41 
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A squiz 


at 


the Rhino 4x40 


BDC scope 


A pow wow with Ron Owen, 
‘proprietor of “Owen Guns” 
-Gympie’s newly opened gun shop, 
paved the way for this review. 

We were discussing the merits of 
various scope sights with emphasis 
on a few specimens on the counter 
between us. Ron skilfully worked 
the RHINO 4X40 BDC scope into 
the conversation and | cunningly 
made a provocatively sceptical 
comment about the B.D.C. feature 
being a bit grandiose in a scope sell- 
ing for a modest price of about $55. 

Who was manouvering who? 
Anyway, quick as a flash Ron the 

“natural promoter says, ‘’Take it for 
a test and write it up if it deserves a 
review.” 

“Okay”, | said in an offhand 
manner as | grasped the scope. 

As you've probably guessed the 
scope did perform well enough 
to justify a review. | really thought 
the odds were not in favour of 
satisfactory performance. Anyway, 
“nothing ventured nothing gained”, 
and so to stumble across good per- 
formance in this price bracket is 
truly heart warming and worth the 
risk of going up a dry gully. 

Before going into details of my 
testing of the scope I'll describe the 
B.D.C. feature. This is all that sets 
the sample scope apart from your 
average 4X40 duplex reticled hunt- 
ing scope. The initials stand for 
“Bullet Drop Computer” an amus- 
ing overstatement of the level of 
‘sophistication in my opinion. All 
the B.D.C. term really means is 
that the scope has large easy to 
manipulate ‘‘target’’ style knobs 
that can be reindexed to read Zero 
(0) when the scope is adjusted to 
put the impact spot on, at a select- 
ed “zeroing in’ range with nil 
cross wind effect. Hitting at other 

ranges and in other wind condit- 
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— by J.S. ANDREW — 





The: Rhino 4x40 BDC scope was not found wanting while being tested on this highly accurate Walther 
‘Rurmung Boar” rifle. 


ions can then be achieved with a 
“dead on” aim if the correct adjust- 
ment is wound onto the knobs. 

For this to be more successful 
than the aiming off methods used 
in a normal 4X40 hunting scope 
there are two conditions to meet. 
One is that you know how much 
knob adjustment is required, and 
the second is that the accuracy of 
the knobs adjustments and “‘return 
to zero” ability are reliable. With- 
out any advantage to offset their 
being less rugged than normal flush 
fitting hunting scope knobs with 
their protective screw on caps. 

Well, let’s see what the tests 
revealed about the sample scope. 
The first test was to mount the 
scope on a rifle which also had a 
collimator (optical bore sighting 
gadget) mounted on its barrel. 
Sighting the collimators artificial 
aiming mark through the scope, 
while turning the windage or ele- 
vation knobs, revealed no notice- 
able uneveness in reticle move- 





ment per click value on the knobs. 
Equally important the reticle would 
return to the same point on the 
Collimators aiming mark if wound 
back to a previously noted position. 

This test has often detected 
obvious faults in more costly 
scopes without having to fire a 
shot but the sample scope passed 
with full marks. 

A practical shooting test was 
now in order to try and discover 
any less obvious, faults. The scope 
was quickly zeroed to hit fairly 
close to (just above) the point of 
aim at 50 yards when mounted on 
my Walther “Running Boar” rifle. 
This rifle will fire medium quality 
.22LR target ammo, at about 4c a 
shot, into 1MOA groups at this 
range. For this reason it’s an ideal 
trial horse to see if a scope can 
deliver the goods in the accuracy: 
department without heaps of costly 
centre fire ammo being used. 

Results of this test can be seen 
in the photo of the target. | fired 





three shot groups while aiming 
at the centre of this one inch 
gridded target. 

The first group went about 
13mm high and 6mm left of the 
point of aim. These three bullet 
holes were ringed with a ball point 
pen before firing the rest of the 
groups. Heavy arrows | inked in 
with a felt pen after completion of 
the test show the order and direct- 
ion in which | made 20 click 
adjustment moves between firing 
each of the three shot groups. 

As you can see the last move 
returns to “zero” for both windage 
and elevation and the last three 
shots then formed a six shot group 
when combined with the first group 
without enlarging it at all! Ripper. 
The almost perfect squareness of 
the pattern of the surrounding 
groups made is also just what is 
needed to give the user confidence. 

One small criticism is the actual 
value of click movements did not 
conform to the %’ per 100 yards 
claimed. On this basis 20 clicks 
should have moved the groups in 
2% inch or 63%mm at the 50 yard 
range. In fact click values worked 
out closer to a fifth of an inch per 
hundred yards, or in MOA terms .2, 
or in metric about 6mm per 100m. 
Once you know about this it’s no 
problem though. In fact it just 
means you have finer control 
which could be an advantage if 
anything. 

Parallax error was in evidence 
while testing at 50 yards as the 
Scope turned out to be focused 
parallax free in a zone, out around 
200 metres, more suitable for 
centre fire use. Except for a few 
lapses in concentration | kept the 
groups fairly tight by holding my 
head back far enough to severely 
reduce the field of view. Then by 
positioning my aiming eye so that 
the crosshairs were centered in the 
small remaining field of view, a 
uniform eye position was maintain- 
ed which went a long way towards. 
eliminating parallax errors in 
aiming. 

The instructions with the scope 
give the owner brief advice on how 
to change the parallax adjustment 
to suit special conditions. For 
instance for use on a .22RF 70 
metres would be a more suitable 
focus for the parallax free zone. 





losening the screws at the centres of the 


nent knobs they can be reindexed to read 
when the rifle is zeroed for a particular load. 





This involves loosening the notched 
lock ring holding the objective 
lens, then revolving the objective 
lens cell backwards or forwards in 
its threaded mount till the desired 
focus is achieved, then retightening 
the lock ring. Without special tools 
to fit the notches in the lock ring 
this operation could lead to some 
unsightly scratches on the scope 
something | wouldn't risk on the 
loaned sample. 

In any case | wanted the scope’s 
parallax “‘as is’ for the final per- 
formance test which was to use it 
on a 7.62 (.308W) Omark target 
rifle with the Australian govern- 
ment factory’s F4 7.62 ammo over 
a range of 200 metres. 

After zeroing in | fired a five 
shot group, inspection of which 


revealed a maximum spread of 1.07 
MOA, about as good as this rifle 
and ammo combination is capable 
of from past experience. | then 
drew ball point pen circles around 
the shot holes and returned to the 
bench to fire another five shots. 
This time’ | moved both impact 
adjustment knobs randomly away 
and then back to the “zero” mark 
before each shot as a test of the 
return to zero ability. The resulting 
group was virtually identical to the 
first, going about 1.09 maximum 
spread. Also the ten shot group 
made by the two groups combined 
worked out at 1.4 MOA. 

Horizontal mismatching of the 
five shot group centres was the 
principal reason for the enlarge- 
ment in the combined group. Even 
a small change of strength in the 
mild breeze at the time would go a 
long way towards explaining this so 
I'd say the scope passed this test 
pretty well also. 

Recoil that the scope was sub- 
jected to would have been dampen- 
ed to about 13%ft Ib with the all up 
weight of the scoped rifle going 
about 4.1kg. More important 
though, recoil velocity would have 
been about 9.8fps, equivalent to 
what the scope would be subjected 
to in a light 3.3kg rifle firing brisk 
.243 Win. loads. The latter outfit 
would give about 11ft Ib of recoil 
energy. (Multiply foot pounds by 
1.356 if you want recoil energy in 
joules, although you'll have a job to 
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This is the target used in the adjustment and retum to zero reliability test described in the text. 
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Metal silhouette shooting, is 
without a doubt, on the way to 
‘becoming the most popular target 
‘sport. But, just as shooting is a 
“highly diverse sport, so are the rules 
to metal silhouette shooting. 

It would be correct to say that 
most printed rules are more a guide, 
rather than hard binding rules that 
must be obeyed and enforced at all 
costs. 

The rules can be amended to 
suit each individual group or club. 
They can be changed to increase or 
decrease the degree of difficulty. 
Some aspiring soul may even be 
able to write a set of rules as a 
guide for shot gunners. 

The Gympie branch of the Sport- 
ing Shooters Association of Aust- 

-ralia is only a fairly new club but is 
able to supply a different type of 
event for each Sunday of the 
month. The most popular is with- 
out a doubt, our version of .22 
Rimfire Metal Silhouette Shooting. 

As a guide to others who may be 
interested in starting something 

similar, our rules are set out here- 

under. 


1) Not Allowed. 
‘Artificial rests or supports, slings, 
padded or unnecessarily heavy 
clothing, or any kind of wrist or 
arm support. 

2) Triggers. 
Any safe trigger not subject to 
accidental discharge will be 








RIMFIRE 


RIFLE 


METALLIC 
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— by G. Burow — 





-LET’S SHOOT SILHOUETTES 


3) Rifles and Sights. 
Rifles must be of a sporting type. 
Target weapons are not allowed. 
All rifles and scopes could be 
subject to approval by a silhou- 
ette committee before shooting 
commences. 

4) Positions. 

a) any standing position will be 








One of each silhouette with some .22 long rifle ammunition in the front fora size comparison. 
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allowed with the gun being 
supported by both hands. 

b) Handicapped competitors may 
fire from a wheelchair with 
one or both elbows supported, 
or with braced crutches, or 
with support from chair or 
stool replacing a leg. The 
amount of leniency shown to- 
wards a handicapped shooter 
will be totally dependent on 
the degree and severity of the 
handicap. 


5) Match Procedures. 


A match or competition consists 
of 40 shots, ten at each group or 
type of target at four different 
ranges which are: 





Chicken. . 25 metres 
Rig. ne . 50 metres 
Turkey . 75 metres 
Ram..... 100 metres 


Firing is in five round series, two. 
minutes per series. Each compet- 
itor has a bank of five targets to 
fire at. One shot only at each 
is permitted and targets must be 
fired on in order i.e. left to right. 
Hits out of sequence are misses” 
i.e. second shot hitting third 
silhouette, and in this case, a 
double miss, as only the two 








"Geoff Pronger wondering why he missed that 
one 


remaining 
fired at. 
Only hits and misses are record- 
ed. A silhouette must be knock- 
ed from its rest to score a hit. 
Turning a silhouette on a stand 
does not count as a hit. Ricochet 
hits do count. Each competitor 
may have a coach with him on 
the firing line who may have a 
spotting scope or binoculars, and 
may advise the competitor where 
his shots are going. Coach may 
not handle any firearms at any 
time during competition. In 
shooting time, no shooter will be 
interrupted by any match official 
except for safety reasons. 
6) Scoring. 

All shots are scored by marking 
either an “‘O” for a miss, or an 
“X’" for a hit in the correct 
spaces on the score card. It is the 
score keepers responsibility to 
see that the competitor observes 
the rules and time limits, and 
fires no more than five rounds 
per series. When strong wind 
exists he must watch silhouettes 
closely so that he can tell when a 
silhouette is blown down and not 
knocked down by a bullet. When 
a silhouette is blown down 
before a shot, the score keeper 
will instruct the shooter to fire 


silhouettes may be 


on remaining ones in order, then 
return to the left end to fire the 
unfired round or rounds at any 
remaining silhouettes. 

All scoring differences must be 
resolved immediately on comp- 
letion of the series, before either 
shooter or score keeper leaves 
the firing line or prepares for a 
second series at the same stand. 
In the event of a tie occuring, the 
shooter scoring the greatest num- 
ber of Rams will receive the 
higher position. In the event of 


eae 3 ery’ 


La: 





this being the same, a shoot off 
at the Rams will be conducted 
decide the final positionings. 
Once armed with a set of rules, i 
is now necessary to obtain a set o 
targets. A full size copy of the ta) 
gets our club uses accompanies 
this article. " 
The targets can be made from 
just about any type of scrap iron/ 
steel that can be begged, borrowed 
or stolen. It goes without saying 
that the targets should be uniform 
in weight, i.e. all chickens shoul 
















Very small targets for offhand shooting. The rams at 100 metres can just be seen behind the target 


Stand at top of photo, 
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weigh the same as each other, as 
jould all pigs, turkeys and rams. 

Our targets were originally made 
i an old sawblade and some 
5mm thick, but it is all too easy to 
inderestimate the power of the 
humble .22 Rimfire. Our chickens 
Jasted only one shoot before 
asualties began to occur. The rep- 
eated battering caused the some- 
what brittle steel to break off just 
ave the weld which joined it to 
base. The pigs have lasted 
und six shoots and they too are 
starting to break up. So far 
none of the turkeys or rams have 
‘ailed, but that is probably because 
they haven't been hit enough yet! 

A new set of chickens was con- 
structed from 8mm mild steel. 
A though considerably heavier than 
the originals, these still fly several 
meters through the air when hit 
solidly. So far none of the new 
chickens have broken, but all of 
em have been found to be a little 
ae out of shape. 


The rules of the game are very 
ecise when it comes to equipment 
used. It must be a sporting rifle. 
Target types are most definitely 
out as this is directly opposed to 
what the game is all about. There 
are already enough events that 
llow the use of target rifles or 
specialist rifles. Some of these 
events were originally conceived to 
romote sporting rifles but some- 
vhere along the line this concept 
fell by the wayside. Perhaps the 
ge to have the biggest and best 
and to win at all costs, placed lesser 
mportance on fair play and out 
ind out skill. 
According to our rules, the rifle 
‘i be a bolt actioned repeater, 
ingle shot, or semi-auto. Virtually 
ay type of sighting equipment can 
used because just about all types 

f sighting equipment are used in; 
the fel. 

There is at least one club that | 
‘know that doesn’t allow the use of 
semi-automatic | weapons, nor 
copes over six power. The same 
lub fires from the prone position, 
h the use of slings and has a time 
it of 2% minutes per target. This 
example proves that the rules prev- 
iously outlined here are a guide, 

and can, and sometimes must, be 
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changed to suit individual situat- 
ions. 

When at last you have settled on 
a set of rules, got together a set of 
targets, naturally enough, it’s time 
to have a go at it. 

At any silhouette shoot, you can 
see a variety of styles ranging from 
a casual offhand stance through to 
target and pseudo-target stances. 
Just about anything is acceptable 
provided the shooter is comfort- 
able. Just as comfort is important 
in field shooting, it is important on 
the range too. So don’t adopt a 


te 


be better prepared for an off hand 
shot at the real thing, with a better 
chance of success. 

This all adds up to prove that 
metal silhouette shooting does have 
some practical advantage for the 
hunter and thus extends a little 
further than being just another 
‘silly target game’ that is only for 
sissies, because real shooters don’t 
shoot targets. 

More shooters should realise that 
shooting, just like any other sport, 
does need practice. There would 
then be considerably less wounded 





stance ‘just because it igaked impress- 
ive or because the best shot in the 
club uses it, It may be great for him 
and may suit him down to the 
ground, but that doesn’t mean it 
will work for you. 

Most experts agree that the off- 
hand shot in the field is the most 
difficult of all and should only be 
used as a last resort. In fact, in one 
article | once read, the author sugg- 
ested that in most cases it was pro- 
bably better to pass up the oppor- 
tunity to try an offhand shot 
because of the 95% probability of 
missing. 

After a round or two of shooting 
at the silhouettes, it is not hard to 
see why this should be advocated. 
But, as with everything, practise 
makes perfect, or in most cases, a 
good deal better. And after a bit of 
practice on the si]nouettes, you will 


game, and less disenchanted shoot- 
ers resulting in fewer secondhand 


firearms for sale because 
don’t shoot straight enough.” 

It is true that once in a while 
someone comes along who seems to 
be blessed with natural shooting 
ability, but people like this are as 
rare as proverbial hen’s teeth. For 
the rest of us it is back to the range. 

Metal silhouette shooting does 
have an advantage over other types 
of target shooting because it is very 
different. Instead of punching holes 
in a target, the shooter gets a 
chance to shoot at simulated game, 
which when hit falls down. For 
most of us that’s about as close as 
we can get to actual hunting. 

Silhouette shooting certainly 
Jacks the monotony and tedium 
that seems to accompany some 
target sports. 


“they 





Full size templates for the .22 rimfire rifle 
match. 
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This article has been based 
entirely on .22 Rimfire sized metal 
silhouettes, and the rules were 
derived from the full size metal 
silhouette shooting. 

_ The reasons for dealing with .22 
imfire in preference to the full size 
is really quite simple. Mainly cost. 
Several full sets of .22 targets could 
be made from just one full size 
ram. The steel doesn’t even have to 
be of the high tensile variety. So 
cost is the main advantage of .22 
imfire shooting, both in setting up 
ind actually shooting too, when 
consideration is given to the cost of 
.22 ammunition compared to 
centrefire ammunition. 

The availability of a range is also 
a deciding factor in favour of .22 
‘rimfire. Maximum range for .22 
rimfire is 100 metres as opposed to 
the 500 metres required for the full 
size. Some clubs have scaled down 
the ranges involved with a corres- 
ponding reduction in the size of the 
targets. 

This method, while overcoming 
‘the problem of a range, removes 
‘much of the challenge when con- 
sideration is given to the basic 
‘concept of metal silhouette shoot- 
ing. The whole idea is to shoot at 
extreme range, so the scaling down 
of target size and range removes a 
‘degree of difficulty, namely the 
shooters ability to gauge the effect 
of wind and distance. The effect of 
wind and distance on the .22 rim- 
fire at 100 metres would be com- 
parable to that of the centrefire 
calibres at 500 metres. 

The full size rules call for a 
calibre of no less than 6mm. To 
Knock over a steel ram at 500 
metres usually calls for a calibre of 
at least 7mm and fairly hotly 
loaded. Naturally, not as many 
shooters can comply with this. 

Further consideration must be 
given to the fact that 500 metres is 
a long way off and calls for damn 
good sights, perhaps better than 
those already fitted. This all adds 
up to a much higher cost than 
shooting the humble .22 rimfire. 

The higher cost of basic equip- 
ment and ammunition, the some- 
times tedium of reloading, and the 
sheer physical battering caused by a 
heavy calibre may cause a lot of 
people to think twice and therefore 
pass up the opportunity to partici- 

pate in this most enjovable sport. 
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Taipan 





So new that they are in the black and white sample boxes. When availabel from your firearm dealer the 
+ boxes will be orange. 


To those shooters who can rem- 
ember back far enough the above 
headline will rekindle memories of 
a very good Australian made pro- 
jectile, but no doubt a great many 
shooters will expect to find here a 
report on a plague of venomous 
snakes. 

Ten years ago one Syd Churches 
of South Australia was the owner, 
operator, and genius of Taipan pro- 
jectiles. Many will remember his 
large range of jacketed rifle project- 
iles, designed expressly for Austral- 
jan conditions, and also his swaged 
pistol projectiles. These were of 
very high quality and compared 
most favourably with the imported 
brands. This, plus that they were 
cheaper, ensured their popularity 
throughout Australia. 

For the past nine years while Mr. 
Churches pursued other interests, 
the plant and equipment has lain 
idle. 

But now Taipan has two new 
owners, John Bemand and Mark 
Davoren, of Yandina in Queens- 
land. 

First task was to transport the 40 
odd tons of machinery in its entir- 
ity to Queensland, where it has now 
been installed. 

We had planned to test the new 
Taipans, at least for accuracy, and 
report on our findings but, tran- 
sport strikes and delays in the conn- 
ection of electricity, plus the hund- 
reds of little things that go wrong 
on an initial setting up, resulted in 
us receiving a couple of boxes of 


> Ss From Page 7 






IS back 









- Foie. 


sport 
convo 


samples just prior to going to print. 

Firing a few shots hurriedly over 
a sandbag wouldn't have proven a 
great deal, so we will have to post- 
pone this test report until next 
edition. 

John and Mark assured us that 
they would be making jacketed 
rifle bullets in a wide range of 
calibres from .17 to .458 and will 
even include a batch of .375 cali- 
bre, 350 grains, round nose, heavy 
jackets (.55 ins, thick) which for 
you Northern Territorians should 
penetrate at least five or six buff- 
alo in a row. 

John has just advised us that a 
shipment of lead wire had arrived 
and swaged .38 calibre, 148 grain, 
hollow-base wad cutter pistol bull- 
ets were now in production. .32 cal- 
ibre hollow base wad cutters will 
be in production in the next few 
weeks. In the near future many 
other swaged pistol bullets will be 
in production, such as the popular 
38 calibre 158 grain round nose 
and the .45 calibre 225 grain round 
nose. 

John and Mark, who are availing 
themselves of the services of Syd 
Churches as technical advisor, are 
both adamant that whilst they are 
setting up to make huge quantities 
of projectiles (they have export 
orders for millions of projectiles to 
fill already) they won’t sacrifice 
quality for quantity and will be 
going to great pains to resurrect 
and enhance the reputation that 
Taipan built up years ago. * 
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Allthe ingredients for the test, Note the marks on the barrel where the cuts will be made. 


0 h 
oe fired," Single batreleg 


every inch longer is nearer to the game.” 


Shotgun 


Anyone who has ever had a gun: 
shop would have heard these old 
theories, plus many others, so often 
that they will no doubt be bored to 
tears to read it here. 

How true are they — if they are 
at all? All | needed was a cheap, | 
mean really cheap, 30’ full choked 
single barrel shotgun, a hack saw 
and a few boxes of shells. 

A quick trip to the nearest gun- 
shop, Ron Owen's, yielded a full 
choked Eley Scout single barrel 12 
gauge with a 2%” chamber, and a 
box each of Winchester AA350 
1-1/80z. No. 7’s trap loads, Federal 
1-1/8 No. 6's field loads, Super AP. 
1-1/80z. BB’s, and Eley Super 
Ici] 1%40z. BB's. In exchange for all 
this, after much haggling, | yielded 
$80.00. 

So with fingers crossed in hopes 
that the story | would write testing 
the above theories would recoup 
my $80, | could then argue to the 
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‘ 
From 30 inches down to 13 in seven easy steps. 


missus | had in fact had a very 
interesting afternoon shooting at no 
cost. 

The Chronograph | already had, 
and also a vernier caliper to check 
‘the choke, so all was set for the 
test. The test would involve firing 
three or four shots with each brand 
of shot shells over the chronograph, 
then shortening the barrel by a few 
inches and firing a few more of 
each, This would be repeated until | 
was out of shells, or out of barrel, 
whichever came first. 

8 barrel lengths were decided on 
- 30” as original, 29’, 28”, 26”, 
24”, 20", 17” and 13”. The first 
two cuts of only 1” was to see if 
removing the choke made any diff- 
erence to velocity. It goes without 
saying that there would be consid- 
erable difference in pattern but 
checking this was not the object of 
the test. 

| fired and chronographed 4 
shots from each box of shells. The 
results in feet per second were: 
Super AP’s gave velocities of 1306, 
1320, 1297 and 1318. An average 
of 1310 with an extreme spread of 
23ft per sec. 

Federal gave 1212, 1227, 1236 
and 1196. An average of 1218 with 
an extreme spread of 40ft per sec. 

Winchester AA gave 1282, 1309, 
1301, 1285, an average of 1294 
with an extreme spread of 26ft 
per sec. 
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Barrel 
length 


30” 


29" 


28” 


26" 


24" 


20” 


17” 


13” 





Super Icils gave 1286, 13027 
1279, 1248, an average of 1279 
with an extreme spread of 54ft 
per sec. 

The accompanying graph shows 
the average velocity at the different 
barrel lengths. The immediate con- 
clusion from the irregularities in 
some of the results is that not 
enough shots were fired from each 
barrel length. But after three cuts 
were made it was too late. | wasn’t 
about to go buy another shotgun 
plus twice as many cartridges and 
start over again. Maybe we can look 
at this test as being an investigation 
as to what would be required for a 
thoroughly conclusive test. 

Full choke out of the box on this 
gun measured slightly oval, .705’ 
vertically by .700’ horizontally. 
After cutting one inch off, there 
was still choke remaining, the bore 


VELOCITY CHART IN FEET PER SECOND 
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Field 6s 
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1196 
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1186 
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1168 


1174 
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1189 
1189 
1151 
1161 


1143 


1126 
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1093 
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1306 
1320 
1297 
1318 


1311 
1327 
1319 


1301 
1302 
1304 


1289 
1268 
1312 
1277 


1255 
1287 


1250 
1256 
1230 
1236 


1221 
1217 


1154 
1134 
1130 


Winchester Eley Weight 
AA 350 7s Icil BBs of gun 
1282 1286 3.12kg. 
1309 1302 
1301 1279 
1285 1248 
1289 1279 3.10kg. 
1297 1259 
1320 1267 
1275 1304 3.08kg. 
1284 1295 
1267 1312 
1275 1267 3.04kg. 
1262 1311 
1282 1282 
1289 
1238 1195 2.98kg. 
1238 1256 
1245 1265 2.90kg. 
1204 1225 
1235 1257 
4244 1321 

1216 
1222 1213 2.81kg. 
1218 1263 
1117 1187 2.70kg. 
1117 1176 
1130 1157 
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Ron Owen arrived to help assess the recoil. He looks pretty mean but actually he is in sheer terror of 


the devastating recoil he is about receive. 
3, * “ 





Ron trying -his luck at NOT hitting the 
chronograph screens, Note the tack cut 
through the long grass, in the distance, by 
the shot, 


then measured .725 which is 
about improved cylinder choke. 
After the next cut and all successive 
cuts, the bore measured .735’ 
which is, of course, cylinder bore, 

The effect of choke on velocity 
definitely requires more testing. 
Federal shells showed an obvious 
increase in velocity at the 30” 
length but whether this was because 
of the choke or the extra length of 
barrel still remains to be determin- 
ed. 


The Super Icils exhibited the 
greatest velocity variation, in fact 
the fastest of the Icil shots, also the 
second fastest shot recorded, was 
1321 fps from the 20” barrel 
length! 

Apart from the peculiarities at 
the choke end of the graph, the 
other odd curves occur at the 24” 
length. Only two shots for each 
brand of ammunition were fired 
at this length and this probably acc- 
ounts for the velocity dive for Icils 
and Winchester at this point. How- 
ever the two Winchester readings 
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1100 


26 24 
Barrel length in inches 
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were identical on 1238 fps, while 
Icils gave 1195 and 1256. 

Taking the maximum spread over 
the first ten shots fired from the 
30”, 29” and 28” barrel lengths | 
found Super AP the most uniform 
with 30 fps spread followed by 
Winchester AA 53 fps, then Icil 54 
fps, and Federal with 69 fps. 

As to noise levels, not having a 
decibel meter and playing it entire: 
ly by ear, there was more noise 
once the barrel length reached 26", 
very noisy at 24’, excessively noisy” 
at 20”, terrible noise at 17”, and 
I'm still shell-shocked from the 13" 
blasts. 


Felt recoil followed the same 
pattern as the noise. The Super 
Icils, the only ones with an 1%oz 
shot load, deserve a special ment-. 
ion. With the 13” barrel length, fir- 
ing them was an experience not 
quickly forgotten nor one that | 
ever want to repeat. Appropriate 
words do not come to mind - teeth: 
rattling, soul-shattering,  sledge- 
hammering - all these do not quite 
sum it up. 


| would say that Super AP, the 
cheapest to buy with its all plastic 
hull, out performed all the rest 
from the aspect of velocity and 
consistency. 

In conclusion, | can say that 
whilst not fully authoritative this 
test has at least put to rest a few of 
the common misconceptions that 
are “‘floating round the traps’’. 
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How fo balanee the scales 
in your favour 


— by Malcoim Bone — 


A Friend wandered in last month 
‘wondering if | could fix, of all 
things, his set of scales. He had a set 

of Ohaus 500 which were fairly 
new, had not been dropped, bent, 
or even bruised, were clean, and all 
the pivot edges were nice and sharp. 

Looking at him a bit funny | 
tactfully said, “What do you think 
is wrong with them?” 

He replies, ‘‘I can put an object 
in the weighing pan, weigh it, take 
it out, then put it back to weigh it 
again and this time it shows a diff- 
erent weight. Furthermore, each 
time | weigh it | get a different 

“reading. The readings are not just 
tenths of a grain different, they are 
whole grains different!” 

Probably with raised eyebrows | 
muttered to myself, ‘This | gotta 
see.” 

So | set the scales on my bench, 
with the readings on zero and 


adjusted the level of the body so 
that the pointer pointed to zero. 

Having done this, one problem 
immediately became obvious, the 
balance beam whilst at zero was 
very much pointing downhill 
instead of being level, so much so 
that the body adjusted screw was 
only just able to lower the body far 
enough for the zero to reach the 
pointer. 


“How long have the scales been 
playing up?” asked |. 

“Ever since my friend who borr- 
owed them brought them back,” 
replied he. 

“Ah ha,’ smiled | knowingly, 
and then proceeded to lecture him 
on the wisdom or otherwise of 
lending things to friends while not 
being too sure of their wisdom. 

Once the balance beam was set 
to balance in a level position, the 
scales passed the repeatability test 
without fault. 


The following is the way to test 
your scales and make the approp- 
riate corrections if necessary. 

Some brands of scales have two 
nuts locked together on the beam 
at the pan end. These can be posit- 
ioned further out from, or further 
in towards the beam pivot point 
until the beam is level, with all 
weights on zero and the pan empty. 


Most makers of scales have a 
receptacle under the pan in which 
lead shot is placed to bring the 
beam to level. A bag of No. 9 shot 
is handy for this purpose, some of 
this shot is undersized and can 
weigh as little as 3/10ths of a grain. 
Before checking that your beam is 
level, ensure that all pivoting edges 
are sharp and all parts of your 
scales are tho,oughly cleaned. It 
only takes a very small amount of 
dust on one end of the beam and 
this whole zeroing in procedure is a 
waste of time. 





This is the most commonly found error, the pointer end heavy. More weight will be required at the pan end to bring this beam to level. 
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Ignoring the pointer and its scale, add No. 9 shot to the pan until the beam is parrallel to the spirit level. Once this is level then the shot from the pan can be 
included in the recepticle under the pan. If the pointer end was high then shot or part of a piece of shot, would need to be removed. 


500 450 400 350 300 250 200 


Once the beam is level then the 
body leveling screw can be adjusted 
so that the pointer points to zero. 
Your scales will now function as 
best that they possibly can. 


Further on scale accuracy, | 
recall hearing that a certain shooter 
in the U.S.A., conducted an experi- 
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ment as follows:— Using a laborat- 
ory balance he made up several 
pieces of brass exactly the same 
weight. These he sent to several 
leading gun writers and asked them 
to weigh the piece of brass on their 
powder scales and return it to him 
labelled with its weight in grains. 


No two replies had the same 


weight. 


On the market now are Hand- 
loaders Powder Scale Weight Sets, 
produced by the Dare Gun Room 
of U.S.A. 

The weights are made from stain- 
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less steel to prevent weight change 
due to rust ur oxydising common 
to most metals. In order to provide 
ae weights at a reasonable price, 
the expensive step of machining 
the weights to exact values is avoid- 





ed. Instead, the weights are made to 
tolerances of + 0.25 grains for the 
larger weights and +0.15 grains for 
the smaller weights. The weights are 
then accurately measured to +0.02 
grains and the exact weight of each 





weight and the total weight of the 
set is marked on the box. 

Weight combinations and maxi- 
mum errors are as _ follows: 


No. Nominal weight Maximum 
of value error 
weights 

1 5,10,20,40 +0.02 grains 


2 15,25,30,45,50,60 +0.04 grains 
3 35,55,65,70 +0.06 grains 
475 +0.08 grains 


PREMIUM and MASTER sets are 
available for those who require 
weights closer to nominal value 
than the standard sets. PREMIUM 
sets are specially selected so that all 
weights are within +0.1 grain of 
nominal value, and total weight is 
within +0.2 grains. MASTER sets 
are specially produced so that each 
weight is within +0.05 grains of 
nominal, and total weight is within 
+0.1 grains. The same +0.02 grain 
tolerance is held on each weight. 

The master weight sets are avail- 
able in Australia at a cost of about 


$18 per set. ok 


NEW PRODUCTS 


QUINETICS POWDER MEASURE 





Made in U.S.A. 


Designed to be hand held and moved from case to case. Very 
light and made trom P.V.C. type material. 

Adjustable powder bar is 3/8'” deep and powder cavity is 
5/8" wide. When adjusted to maximum, cavity is 5/8"" long and 
drops about 25 grains of 4064 Dupont powder. Theoretically, 
cavity can be adjusted down to almost zero but in practice a 
cavity 5/8" wide by 1/16'" long and 3/8’ deep could not be 
expected to throw uniform charges even with ball powders. 
Square corners in a powder measuring bush are not'condusive to 
uniformity of charges thrown. Little notes from the manufact- 
urer in the box with the measure include: ‘In bulk measuring 
IMR powder, the larger the powder grain the greater the inacc- 
uracy weight-wise,’ and ‘When measuring all powders to over- 
come the bridging, clogging, or static cling characteristics, tap 
the powder measure after each charge thrown.’ This indicat- 
es that users have had problems with some powder charges. 

Shearing of powder granules is surprisingly minimal but not 
entirely eliminated. Wear and tear on the P.V.C. adjustable slide 
when using long granules such as 4064, must be a possibility 
although we haven’t given it a prolonged test. 

Unsuited to pistol target loads but should be good with rifle 
ball powders and could be excellent for black powder as the only 
metal part isthe return spring which is outside the measure. 
Cost is about $30.00. 








ELEY TRUE BLUE 
Made in England 


The Imperial True Blue with black writing on yellow and 
Civic True Blue with blue writing on white can both be consider- 
ed as very accurate high velocity ammunition. Accuracy was 
found to be as good as, and sometimes better than, most of the 
regular standard velocity ammunition. 

One shooter, who pleaded that he remain anonymous, shot a 
club small bore match with the True Blue Civic using a Stirling 
semi-auto rifle, set up with a bi-pod and 16 power scope (some- 
one give Big Don a glass of water!) and he scored 195/200 at 
20 metres. 


Manufacturers claim velocities are 1375 ft. per sec. for the 
Civic solids and 1540 ft. per sec. for the Imperial hollow points. 
Chronographing with our rifles have given velocities about 50 ft 
per sec. less, but they are still faster than anything else tested. 
Good gear, $2.50 per box of 50 for the Civic and $2.90 per box 
of 50 for the Imperial, 








QUINETICS UNIVERSAL SHELL HOLDER 
Made In U.S.A. 

In principle this is a good idea in that it is self-aligning and 
that it grips nearly all the way around the rim. It won't hold — 
.45-70 and larger, nor .22 hornet and smaller. Would be handy if 
someone wanted to load for a lot of military calibres such as 6.5 
Carcano, 6.5 Mannlicher, 6.5 and 7.7 Japanese and couldn't get 
the right shell holders. Will just hold .30 Russian but holds on t 
the outer edge of the rim in this instance, Shell holder requires 
that the die body gently touch shell holder body to cam jaws 
tight on case. If full length sizing is not done (most military rifles. 
are more accurate if partially full length sized or only neck sized) - 
then a neck size die will be required. But if a neck size die be 
used then the self aligning capabilities of the shell holder is not 
reliable. 

Some seating dies cannot be adjusted so that the die body 
will touch shell holder - this is no problem if you have a turret 
press as the shell holder, once locked to the shell, will stay 
locked until shell is removed, Lock, Stock & Barrel doesn’t really 
recommend unless you are unable to get a regular shell holder or 
unless you have to reload something like the .30 Nagant which 











shell holder. Can‘t even posta letter with the change out of $13, 


MAG-LITE7 
Made in U.S.A. 


This seven cell flash light was obviously designed with secur- 
ity personnel in mind, being long, black, and powerful, and no 
doubt could be used as a night-stick if the need arose. Weigh- 
ing in at 3b 3oz and completely waterproof, the beam can be 
adjusted from spot to full flood by turning the head 90 degrees. 

Full flood has a large dark area in the centre which would be 
1/3 of the diameter of the area illuminated, The spot beam has 
an intense spot inside the spot. The inner spot is 1/5th the dia- 
meter of the main spot. The main spot illuminates a 2 metre 
circle at 15 metres and the inner spot illuminates a 2 metre circle 
at 50 metres. Good clear illumination is achieved beyond 100 
metres. Good gear. About $43.00. 
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ELEY SHOOTING GLASSES 
Made in Japan 


Almost no information available on these, Glasses come in an 
attractive pouch with belt clip. Inside there are three partitions, 
‘one for the glasses complete and two for the other two sets of 
lenses. Lense colours are yellow, green, and red, All lense colours 
Significantly reduce glare and increase clarity. The red has 

dubious application to a shooting requirement. The effect was 
“to deepen browns and reds and generally darken the scenery. 
hey also deepened the blue sky and gave clouds a slight sunset 
effect. 

‘The green lenses accentuated the greens of course but did not 
darken generally, as much as the red lenses. 

The yellow lenses contributed greatly to clarity and | imagine 
will have the most use amongst shooters. 

The main measure for the use of shooting glasses is protect- 
ion. A destruction test on the 2mm thick lenses only, revealed 

that laid on the floor convex side up they could be stood on, 
which forced them flat, without damage or permanent distort- 
ion, 

A 6mm diametre ball-bearing dropped on them, again whilst 
on the floor convex side up, from a height of 2 metres did no 
damage other than leave a tiny mark at the striking point. How- 
ever, a 25mm ball-bearing from the same height broke it into 
3 pieces. 

Another test was to fire at a lense with a shotgun at 50 
metres using No. 9 shot. This resulted in one pellet putting a 
hole right through the centre and two other pellets took pieces 
out of the edge. The lense also broke in half. These latter two 
tests are quite severe and it is doubtful if the energy of shrapnel 
‘ete. escaping from a breach would equal that of a pellet fired 
from a shotgun. Also, when worn normally, the lense would be 
Jess rigidly held than in the tests and thus able to absorb more 
energy before breaking, 

Placing a lense Tight next to the cylinder barrel gap of a 44 
magnum revolver during firing resulted in a permanent burn 
matk etched onto the surface but no chipping or cracking could 
be seen. 

The spectacle frame is well designed and stylish in appearance 
with ‘self aligning’ nose rests and a supporting bow in the centre 
section, Pivoting points have a screw to connect them and pivot 

“on, rather than being riveted together. The ear loops are made 
from fine spiral spring steel and these if pulled out completely 
straight will return to their original shape when released. Also, 
they are so slender that ear-mutfs can be comfortably and effect: 
ively worn over them. 
__Finish on the frames is similar to gold plating but | doubt if 
it is for the price of about $19.50. 
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ELITE APERTURE SIGHT 
‘Swiss Made . 

Elite by make and by performance. One click moves point of 
impact 1mm at 50 metres, Solid positive clicks and large easily 
visible white numbers and direction arrows. Dials can be set to 
zero after sighting in. Four apertures included, 0.9, 1.0, 1.1 and 
1.2 mm. Fits on a 12mm dovetail. Can post two letters with the 
change out of $100 and if you think that is expensive, in Brit- 
ain they cost $170. Good gear. 

EVERY GUN DEALER 





™ SPRONTIER 


RUST & DIRT REMOVER 
METAL CLEANER 









= 
FRONTIER METAL CLEANER 
Made in U.S.A. 
First glance indicates that this is one very expensive pot 
cleaner. It is in fact a soft stainless stee} designed not to scratch 


steel or blued surfaces (prolonged vigorous rubbing could wear 
the blue away of course), in fact it barely scratches brass. 

Will do wonders for grandad's old Winchester that has stood 
behind the toolshed door for years. Will shine up dull neglected 
bores as well as remove light surface rust from barrels and 
actions. Do not use on aluminium alloy parts. Excellent and 
quick for removing leading from revolver barrels and cylinders. 
For cleaning bores, the metal cleaner can best be made to stay 
(on the cleaning rod by wrapping it around a bristle brush (this 
must be about the only useful purpose for a bristle brush). Good 
gear, $3.25 for large 16gm and $2.50 for small 9am packet. 


AN ELEY SCOUT 10 SHOT 22 RIMFIRE RIFLE IN 
LOCK, STOCK AND BARREL’S....c00 
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vesseseelAME THE GUN COMPETITION 
Nothing to Buy! No Entry Fee! 


TO ENTER THE SEPT/OCTOBER COMPETITION, JUST FILL IN THE MAKERS NAME, 
MODEL AND CALIBRE OF ALL THE FIREARMS IN THE PHOTOGRAPH. THERE ARE 
TWENTY TWO, THE FIRST ONE IS FILLED IN FOR YOU AS AN EXAMPLE. 


: ELEY SCOUT .22 LONG RIFLE 
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MSTA 2Vatvin/a.o,atnie vavemmimeays Postcodes te dens aasmee mea 5 Telephone No 
000000 00000000 00000000 00000900 00000008 00000008 00000008 0000008. 


PLEASE SUPPLY YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS AND SEND IN YOUR ENTRY SO THAT IT 
ARRIVES AT OUR OFFICE AT 
LOCK, STOCK AND BARREL 
211 MARY ST, 
GYMPIE, QUEENSLAND 4570. 


Before the 17th of October 1981 
Have as many entries as you like. The first correct coupon, or coupon opened with 
the most correct answers wins. The result of this competition will be published in 


the following issue. Watch out for the November-December competition. 
NOTE: entries must be on a Lock, Stock and Barrel coupon. 
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How to 
get more 
shots 
between 
cleanings” 
from your 
muzzle 
loader 


— by Stuart Creighton — 





Rice’s Bore Treatment has been 
around in the U.S.A. since 1960 
and available in Australia, at a 
guess, only since about 1979. It is 
difficult to believe the claims made 
for it in the literature and probably 
this is why it isn’t the raging comm- 
ercial success that it’s literature 
would indicate that it ought to be. 

The main claim is that a bore 
once treated with Rice's Bore 
Treatment never again needs clean- 
ing. It's main application is in 
revolver barrels where leading is a 
problem but in this exercise it was 
given a mountain of a task. 

The object of this test is, to det- 
ermine whether a combination of 
Rice’s XF10 Solvent and XF15 
Bore Coating will render a black 
powder barrel such that it never 
needs to be cleaned with a solvent 
again. 

The barre) to be tested is a new 
and unfired CVA muzzle loading 
rifled barrel of .45 calibre. It will 





be tested against a similar barrel of 
the same dimensions but not given 
the Rice bore coating treatment. 
Preparation: 

To prepare the barrel of the 
muzzle loader for the Rice XF15 
treatment it needed to be thorou- 
ghly cleaned with Rice’s Special 
Solvent XF10. 

The information sheet that came 
with the treatment states that: 
‘Our super gun solvent is the strong- 
est in the world, but that it does 
not in any way harm the bore of 
any weapon cleaned with it.’ 

The solvent being 99.97% volat- 
ile means that any bore is complete- 
ly dry only 30 seconds after the 
swab has been taken from it. Rice 
Gun Products also state that only 
their swabs can be used with the 
XF10 solvent because they are of a 
special compression variety that 
forces the solvent, in a liquid form, 


Vepuany 


The swabs in the order as used from left to right with a clean unused swab extreme right. 

























to penetrate all forms of foul 
found in the pores of the metal ir 
the bore. They appear to be 
from what looks like raw co 
held in a twist of stainless 
wire. The swab is threaded at 
end to fit the regular Smitl 
Wesson type cleaning rod 
adaptors are available to fit | 
other cleaning rods, including Pa rk 
er Hale. 

Rice Gun Products can su; 
swabs in .17, .22, .30, .38, an 
calibres. 5 

The cleaning procress invol 
alternate scrubbing -with a bi 


and it did take nearly a whole 
oz. tin of solvent and 8 hrs. 
cleaning before a swab finally 
ed to come away with red 
discolouration. 


When a bore is thoroughly clean, 
a clean swab will remain clean, and| 
will ‘squeak’ when moved in tl 
bore. Two more hours of clea! 
resulted in no reduction of disc 
ouration so it was resolved that 
was one of those dirty barrel st 
which just won’t clean up. 
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‘barrels take about 2 hours to 
totally clean. 
The next step of the treatment 
was to spray the XF15, which is in 
an aerosol can, down the clean and 
ry bore, the bore must be clean 
otherwise the treatment, namely 
the XF15, will not hold to the 
microscopic pores of the metal. 
The Test: 
Both rifles used the same uni- 
form powder load of 65grains of 
FFF powder. These were thrown 
‘by the same Redding powder mea- 
sure. Both rifles also used CVA 
grease, patch lube, CVA .45 calibre 
patches, and CBC caps. The round 
balls used were Speer .440” each 
Weighing 129.1 grains. 
_ The Rice treated barrel had to 
have a patch down the bore due to 
difficulty in loading after 5 rounds. 
The untreated barrel needed the 
same after 4 rounds, The untreated 
barrel needed another cleaning with 
a bronze brush and solvent after 
another 3 rounds, the treated barrel 
was still firing. We feel that this 
‘initial problem was because the 
barrels were both new. 

Firing was uneventful up until 
‘the 23rd shot when the untreated 
barrel needed to have the ball 
starter hammered, but the ball 
could be rammed by hand the rest 
of the way. Both the rifles then 
seemed to.settle down to a steady 
tate of fire during which it was hard 








The two muzzle loaders under test. The one 
hearest my wrist showing the darker muzzle has 
had the XF-15 sprayed into the bore. 
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‘About to begin 





but not impossible to ram the 
length of the bore. By using an 
above average powder charge (the 
makers CVA specify 45 to 75 grains 
maximum) we tried to have as 
much powder burning in each 
barrel so as to create quite a lot of 
residue. 5 a 

After both rifles had fired 26 
rounds, a time lapse of ten minutes 
was enforced to see if the fouling 
would absorb any moisture to make 
loading impossible. This had no 
adverse effect on either rifle but 
instead both were somewhat easier 
to load and ram. The Rice’s treated 
barrel went on to fire all 51 rounds 
and was still relatively easy to load 


‘Author ting dunng the test (Lock Stock and barrel staff would have worn glasses — butanyway ...) 








and ram. The untreated barrel was 
getting progressively harder to load 
and ram, sometimes needing the 
bore starter to be hammered to 
seat the ball in the fouled rifling. 

The Rice treated barrel fired off 
all it’s rounds some 10 minutes 
before the untreated barrel just 
because the treated barrel was def- 
initely easier to load and ram. 
Towards the end of the test 10 
shots were fired offhand into a 
target at 25 metres. The size of the 
group shot was about the same as 
this shooter is generally able to 
shoot, so accuracy seemed not to 
have been affected. 


The treated barrel had so far 


fired 65 rounds without any form 
of cleaning whatsoever. Rice’s treat- 
ment had definately made this 
barrel somewhat easier to load and 
ram than the barrel that was not 
treated. 

Upon retiring for the day, | 
could not bring myself to just put it 
away without at least spraying 
some oil down the bore. 

The next day of shooting result- 
ed in 8 shots being fired before it 
became impossible to ram the ball 
home. Then a thorough cleaning as 
per normal was carried out. 

In conclusion, Rice’s Bore Treat- 


ment does help but the time spent 
on initial cleaning deters somewhat 
from its use. For muzzle loaders, 
maybe a minor cleaning with XF10 
and a spray with XF15 would be 
adequate for each days shooting. If 
so then it may be a worthwhile 
addition to the black powder kit 
bag. 

Rice's Bore Treatment Kits are 
available from Owen Guns, 211 
Mary Street, Gympie, Q. 4570, for 
$28 which includes 4 fl. oz. of 
XF10 solvent, 120z of XF15 
(enough for 60 barrels) and 6 swabs 
(which are washable and reuseable), 





Black powder pistols down through the ages. TOP: Modern stainless ste! Ruger “Old Army” 45 cal. 
MIDDLE: Colt 1851 Navy .36 cal. BOTTOM: Padua A Potsdam, officer's holster pistol, 29 bore, circa 


1770. 
From Page 21 
All too many reproduction rifles 
from some sources have first class 
outward appearance, but the main 
part, the barrel, appears to have 
been bored and rifled by a rapidly 
gnawing herd of hungry termites. 
Distances to be shot over, also 
play an important part in the final 
choice. Remember that patched 
ball rifles, even of large calibre and 
large charge, cannot be expected to 
shoot accurately beyond about 200 
yards, whereas the rifle of almost 
any calibre, using elongated pro- 
jectiles, will perform well at longer 
ranges, even up to 1000 yards. The 
match rifles of a century ago were 
capable of placing all their shots 





on a 3 foot diameter bull at this 
range. There are also those bench 
rest rifles mentioned earlier, some 
of which have barrels weighing up 
to 60 pounds, and are quite capable 
of M.O.A. accuracy at 100 to 300 
yards, the ranges at which they are 
mostly used. Decisions, decisions! 

After all this has been taken in 
and mentally sifted, the final choice 
is made, and the big spending spree 
is on. First the rifle, then there has 
to be a bullet mould if not supplied 
by the rifle maker, then such nec- 
essary items as a powder flask and 
powder, percussion caps or flints, 
patching material if required and 
lubricant, not forgetting that very 
important item, the worm to 


extract projectiles from the barrel, 
and something in the way of a 
hypodermic syringe to inject water 
through the nipple or touch hole 
into the barrel, to kill the powder 
charge before trying the extraction 
bit. Remember, cleaning rods make 
nasty holes at close range at muzzle 
velocity! This may sound like a hell 
of a lot of gear to carry around 
(actually that is only the beginn- 
ing), but did you ever hear of any 
hand loader that was not surround- 
ed by all sorts of gadgetry as well as 
the necessary components? Because 
that is what you now are — a join- 
ing member of the original hand 
loading fraternity, and as such, have 
at your fingertips, an infinite 
variety of projectiles and charges, 
and combinations of these, with 
which to experiment, to get the 
most out of your latest pride and 
joy. 

Then comes the big day, when 
it is off to the range, to start load- 
ing and shooting proceedures, to 
sight in the muzzle loader of your 
choice — and this choice is yours 
alone — and to begin what prom- 
ises to be some of the most 
enjoyable days of your shooting 
life. If the manufacturer’s recomm- 
endations are carefully followed the 
new toy will function correctly, but 
possibly not as easily or as accur- 
ately as you may have hoped, 
simply because a muzzle loader 
takes a little time to become acc- 
ustomed to, and because each and 
every one of them is an individual 
requiring personalised attention. 

This article, as you have pro- 
bably noticed by now, is directed 
towards the shooter who has just 
found his new interest, and will, 
hopefully, give him some assist- 
ance in getting started in this, the 
most enjoyable facet of shooting. 
During the next few editions of 
Lock, Stock, & Barrel, both for 
the beginner and the longer term 
black powder shooter, we will try 
to smooth out the sometimes 
rough road to satisfaction. To do 
this we will impart information 
gathered from the annals of muzzle 
loading over the centuries, and 
from personal experimentation and 
experience, so that both you and 
your black powder firearm event- 
ually attain the ultimate. 





Midland 2100 


The best featured/lowest priced 
hunting rifle you can buy. 


‘The Midland 2100 has been designed stil for 
economy, dispensing with luxury external features 
whilst retaining al that fs funcionally important 
to ensure first lass reliability and aoturacy. 

itis made oa high quality standard and incor- 
porates majo refinements such as an adjustable 
trigger (adjustable for weight, backlash and creep) 
anda hinged magazine florplate features usally 
foune only on rifs seling at twice the price 
A silent safety catch locks sear and trigger 

“The action features alow back swept bolt hale 
for ample scope clearance, long Mausertype non 
rotating claw extractor and one piece forged con- 
siructon wih extra safety lg-al the features 
ofthe classe Mauser action at fraction ofthe 


Only $280.00 


‘normal cos. Experts acknowledge tha this type of 
action requires less maintenance than any other 
sothe Midland means trouble free shooting 

The rifle has.a well seasoned, hand checkered 
walnut stock Supplied complete with base blocks 
and fixing screws for scope mounts. Scope not 
included. 


Specification: 
Calbres:.22/250, 243, 270, 30/06, 
Barrel length: 24” Overall length: 45" 
Magazine Capacity: 4 shot. 

Sights: Bead front sight, folding adjustable rear- 





308, 


sight 
Receiver Drilled and tapped for scope base blocks, 
Stock: Seasoned walnut, hand checkered, 


\approximately) 


Features: 

© Cold forge (hammered rifling for accuracy and 
long life, 

* Solid forged one piece bolt wit 3 lock lugs. 

« Birmingham Proof tested. 

© Non-rotating Mauser-ype claw extractor 

« Safety locks, sear and trigger 

«Tigger adjustable for creep, weight and 
backlash. 


«Hinged magazine orplate 
‘Release cach inside trigger guard. (Oberndot 


ite spacers at rip cap and hee! plate 

lipup, adjustable rearsight. 

egant front sight ramp with hor 

ited sling swivels 

© Complete with base blocks and fixing screws for 


scope mounts. 
© Cals. 22/250,.243,.270, 30/06, 308 
Distributed by Eley Ammunition. 








style) 
 Antibull mash magazine 
«© Hand checkered walnut stock 
+ Monte Carlo cheekpiece. 


153years ofexcellence. 


it 
Atte nti 0 it a i | re a d @ rs a special service for private advertisers 


SELL ¢ BUY e EXCHANGE for ONLY $2.00 


This special offer is open to private advertisers only and advertisements must be submitted on the form below 
together with remittance (MOs and cheques only please). 30 words for $2.00 plus 5c per word thereafter. Please 
remember to include your name, address and/or telephone number as part of the advertisement wording. 
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POST TO: 


LOCK, STOCK & BARRREL 
211 MARY ST, 
GYMPIE. Q. 4570 








Just about every shooter fancies 
themselves as a bit of a gun tinkerer 
at some time in his or her shooting 
career. 

Some have an uncanny knack for 
being able to put all those screws, 
nuts, springs, washers, and other 
assorted oddments together to pro- 
duce a functional firearm. 

Most of us however, find out the 
hard way, that we just haven‘t got 
what it takes. Fortunately for most, 
it is before we do too much damage 
so cost is small to the hip pocket. 
But there are those who press dogg- 
edly onwards, at great expense, in 
their quest for expertise. 

Invariably there comes a time 
when we must all take a deep 
breath and proceed to dismantle a 
fire arm. There are a number of rea- 
sons for this such as, cleaning, 
repairing, adjusting, and ‘just to see 
how it goes together.’ 

Of all these reasons, the most 
common and most important rea- 
son is the latter. Generally this is 
where the trouble starts, and often 
ends with a disillusioned shooter 
taking a pile of iron, that once was 





The humble Stirling Model 20S as it comes from the box. The aim is to 





»mble, then reassemble to this condition. 





Remove. magazine by..depressing catch immediately. behind the. 
magazine. 


his pride and joy, to an expert, ina 
brown paper bag. 

There are a number of ways to 
avoid this unnecessary embarrass- 
ment. You could start with the 
instructions. Instructions! !? 
Chances are these only warranted a 
cursory glance before being discard- 
ed, if indeed they were supplied. It 
is probably not necessary to say 
that most secondhand weapons do 
not come complete with instruct- 


DISASSEMBLY AND CLEANING 


Remove barrel and receiver from the stock. 


— by G. Burow — 


ions, and some | have seen supplied 
with new guns may as well not have 
been supplied. 

Chances are, the instructions 
consist of nothing more than an 
exploded drawing, note, explode 
Some do tell you how to pull 
apart, but the people who wrote it — 
knew what they were doing and 
didn’t bother to tell us some of the 
minor details. e 

But it is not getting it apart that 
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worries us. | mean, who needs in- 
structions to pull something to 
‘pieces? The problem is putting it 
back together again. The instruct- 
ions that came with a pistol | once 
owned said that re-assembly was 
simply the reverse of dis-assembly. 
| knew that. What | didn’t know 
was how | actually got it apart. 

You could try to catalogue every 





a 


__ beosen receiver lock cap screw and unscrew the receiver cap carefully. 


move. List everything you do. Note 
where everything comes from. Lay 
it out carefully and neatly on a 
table. There are a few fatal flaws in 
this method. For a start, how many 
neat work benches are there? In the 
excitement of the moment, it is” 
possible to forget one minor detail, 
or to mis-place one essential part. 

Quite often the dis-assembly can 


Springs are compressed inside and failing to grip firmly could result ina 


totally uncontrolled disassembly! 
———— 


Remove the recoil spring retainer sleeve, firing pin spring guide stem and 
recoil Spring guide stem. These all remove as one unit. The manufacturer 
_ suggests that these be kept in order to avoid confusion later on. 





Fully retract bolt handle to the rear of the receiver slot and push the firing 
pin forward to align the rear of it with the receiver cap screw. The bolt 
fandlle can now be removed along with the bolt and firing pin. 
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the rebound lever. 






10 





When cleaning the barrel it is advisable to insert the cleaning rod from the 
rear. This prevents wear and damage occuring to the business end of the 
barrel. Wearand damage here will cause a drop in accuracy. 


get quite out of hand with pie&s 
flying everywhere. Even supposing 
everything goes well, chances are 
the parts won’t go back as they 
came out. Of course you could pay 
someone to do it for you. 
Hopefully, each edition of this 
magazine will, for a while at least, 
show a different type of firearm in 
various stages of dis-assembly and 





Hold trigger back with one hand and use a pointed object to trip the 
rebound lever away from the sear in the direction indicated by an arrow on 








&. 


A pensioned off toothbrush can be used t0 remove-grit and powder 


wsidue from the face of the bolt. 


re-assembly, to assist owners of 
those firearms to strip and clean 
them or whatever is necessary, with 
a fair chance of getting them back 
together again. 

The first firearm to be shown is 
the ever popular Stirling .22 semi- 
auto, a rifle that is both loved and 
scorned. A lot of people regard 
them as toys, rubbish and poor 
excuses for firearms. 






‘ 


Place firing pin in the guide slot in the bolt. 





Align indentation in firing pin with bolt handle hole in bolt. 





But it does have a lot going for 
it, for both the beginner and the 
seasoned shooter. It does come at 
the right price, and for this reason, 
has admitted untold numbers to the 
shooting fraternity, and must 
surely, for this reason alone, rate 
highly. 


For those on a tight budget, it 
offers a way to start shooting, and 


REASSEMBLY 
15 . 


Cleaning inside the receiver. 


Place into the rear of the receiver. Hold trigger back with one hand and 
use a pointed object to trip the rebound lever away from the sear in the 
direction indicated by an arrow on the rebound lever. 


eas 





it won‘t break the person who 
wants a second gun, or a gun to 
‘chuck-in-the-back-er-the-ute’. 

It doesn’t look too bad at all 
really, the finish is just as good as a 
lot of others commanding a much 
higher price, and is just as reliable 
as any of the others. In the hands 
of Joe Average, it shoots just as 
well as a Brno or Krico. It is mainly. 
the shooter that counts, remember. 











Place bolt handle, with slot uppermost, into bolt. 
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Hold trigger back with one hand and use a pointed object to trip the 
rebound lever away from the sear in the direction indicated by an arrow on 
the rebound lever, and at the time push the bolt handle fully forward. 


19 


Tighten receiver cap lock screw tightly. Failure to do this can cause the 
recerver cap to undo during use witha probability of disassembling the rifle 
and maybe inflicting injury to the shooter 













Replace receiver and barrel in stock. Do up take down screw. replace 
magazine and the rifle is once again ready foruse. 





If you still can’t bring yourself 
to love the Stirling, try looking on 
it as a good cheap source of gun 
tinkering practice, at a reasonable 
cost which minimises the chance of 
ruining a prize gun. 





Place recoilfiring pin spring assembly, shorter sleeve first, with receiver 
cap, and compress. 
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Actual photos of 
what your 1990 
fire-arm will look 
like ... 


by 
writing 
to your 





UNLESS 
YOU 





local member 





DEAR SIR, 

/ would like to inquire as to your views on firearm legislation. 

My friends and | do not support the view that firearm laws should be more restrictive. 

One of the thousands of plain facts and examples relavent to Australian conditions is the outrageous firearm 
laws in Western Australia. They have the most strict controls in Australia and the highest rate of crime per 
population percentage in the country. Their numbers of armed hold-ups are increasing monthly. 

South Australia did not learn by this mistake and brought in restrictive legislation in 1980 even though the people 
had just voted the Labor Party, who were the ones who drew up the act in the first place. Since then South 
Australia’s statistics show that armed robbery has increased by 40%. 

Tasmania has the \owest firearm crime rate in Australia and the least restrictions on firearm ownership. 
Queensland has the next least restrictions and also the next lowest firearm crime rate. We don’t have to look to 

other countries for examples, the answers are very plain right here. 

Criminal access to firearms cannot be controlled. They don’t need to buy them in gunships, they can steal them 
or make them. A high percentage of armed criminals have had one or more previous convictions. If the dangerous 
criminal was completely removed from our society and never let loose on remission or parole, we might have a 
more settled civilisation. 

Why should law abiding citizens lose their liberties because of a justice system that fails to contain the 
criminal element. 

If the accident rate from firearms is a concern (it amounts to less than 1% of all accidental deaths) firearm 
education in schools is the easy answer. Young people can set an example to adults (like the litter campaign) and 
will, in turn, eventually teach their own children. 

Could you please reply with your personal views on firearm laws so that | can determine your fitness to 
represent me in parliament. 


Yours faithfully 








the anti-gun legislators 
will have their way! 


The 1990 .460 TEATHERBY 
MAGNUM POP-GUN ean f 
3 NOAA 

va 
(te 


WARNING — A license is required for the possession 
of this weapon and it is an offense to fire it between the 
hours of 6pm and 12 noon on penalty of 5 years 
imprisonment. 


P.S. Bank robbers are still using black market firearms but if caught these are confiscated and the felons 
face up to two weeks in remand before being subjected to a stern lecture from a professor of sociology and 
the imposition of a good behaviour bond from the magistrate. For the two weeks they are out of work, they 
are entitled to unemployment benefits, with a 20% loading to compensate for loss of equipment. 





Lock Stock & Barrel, Sept-Oct. 81. 49 


LEGISLATION | 
US versus THE 


The three preceding pages would 
be much more amusing if there 
wasn’t that chilling thread of truth 
running through them. Legislation 
is such a huge prickly subject it is 
difficult to know where to start and 
there is so much of it that boredom 
could cloud over the message. 

Number one is that we cannot 
leave it to the politicians to legislate 
for our best interests. We must 
communicate with them, put our 
points of view, present our argu- 
ments illustrated with statistics and 
examples from other States, and 
other countries, of policies that 
work, and as well, those that don’t 
work. They must be presented 
often and regularly, as politicians 
have very short memories. 

Unfortunately the silent majority 
of firearm owners are either not 
able or not sufficiently personally 
enthused to the point where they 
will give their local member a solid 
ear-bashing on the subject, though 
most of them readily acknowledge 
that ‘somebody should’. Lock, 
Stock & Barrel will print as many 
‘pro-gun’ statistics that we can lay 
our hands on, so those who are that 
way inclined, can use such inform- 
ation in their presentations. 

The battle cannot be won by fly- 
ing in the face of, or ignoring, 
public opinion, fickle though it 
may be. In fact public opinion 
could be considered as a main 
battle ground and we must admit 
the anti-gunners certainly have 
command of this field at present. 
The media who strive to make sen- 
sations out of everything have 
found it very convenient to whip 
up hysteria against firearm owner- 
ship. As an example, the Courier 
Mail of May 30th, 1981 ran head- 
lines “Anyone Can Buy a Killer 
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-- by Malcolm Bone — 


Firearm”. |t would appear that a 
ground-swell of firearm owners 
have finally ‘had enough’ and there 
is much more interest these days in 
‘doing something’ to prevent the 
academic ‘do-gooders’ from dest- 
roying our right to own firearms, in 
the name of crime prevention, 

There is the Owners of Firearms 
United and the just formed Hunter 
Valley Shooters Association both in 
New South Wales. In Queensland 
there is a Firearm Dealers and Users 
Association and another group is 
getting together in Townsville. 

No doubt there are many other 
groups formed or forming, all with 
the major aim of fighting against 
restrictions on gun ownership. 
Lock, Stock, & Barrel will encour- 


age these groups and will assist in’ 


their growth by printing a brief 
resume on each, should they so 
wish. One on the Hunter Valley 
Shooters Association is printed on 
Page 66. 


THE MEDIA 
PROBLEM 


Getting back to the media, this 
| feel is the key to the whole 
battle. It is no use my telling you 
choice statistics and your giving 
me irrefutable arguments — these 
have to be placed in the public eye. 
The way the public turns, very 
much influences the way the pol- 
itical parties bend, and that is 
where the legislation springs from. 

As said earlier we are up against 
a sensation seeking media. Five 
thousand people who clean their 
rifle safely doesn't rate a mention, 
but one person who shoots a hole 
in his foot will probably make 
headlines. 


The major daily papers are not 
jously anti-gun and journalists rey 
orts (which are free) rarely turn of 
favourable even when great care & 
taken to give a good impressiol 

The only sure way to get t 
correct message across to tl 
people is to buy media space. T 
space has to be an appreciable siz 
on a regular basis, or it won't 
noticed, and that costs mone’ 


QUEENSLAND 
FIREARM OWNERS 
ASSOCIATION 


On the Queensland scene, thi 
leads me to yet another associatio! 
the QUEENSLAND  FIREAR 
OWNERS ASSOCIATION of whi 
| am currently president, Roi 
Owen is secretary/treasurer a 
Rob Lawson is vice president. O: 
aim is to encourage as large 
membership as possible, the fun 
so collected from subscription wi 
be invested, and the return fro 
this will be used to finance a re 
ular publicity campaign. Our co 
cern is to spread the word, ni 
amongst ourselves, but amongst thi 
great unwashed masses out there 
Should we be faced again wit 
“ANYONE CAN BUY A KILLER 
FIREARM’ we would immediatel 
reply with ‘ANYONE CAN BUY 
KILLER KNIFE, ANYONE CAN 
BUY A KILLER GOLF-CLUB, 
ANYONE CAN BUY A KILLER 
MOTOR CAR, plus any other app 
ropriate cryptic remarks accom 
panied by favourable (to us) stati 
tics. 

Applications for membership ar 
currently being distributed to mo: 
major gun stores in Queensland, 
and Lock, Stock & Barrel h 
















Printed one on page 65 give it your 

jpport or your favourite Weather- 
by could be turned into an anchor 
chain. Answering the questions on 
the form is not mandatory, but 
they would greatly assist us with 
‘statistics of our own and not hither- 
to available anywhere else. Your 
support is essential to the campaign 
and we urge not only that YOU 
join but join up your friends also. 











In electorates where we get suff- 
icient numbers, we may lobby your 
local member. If he only got in on 
a slender majority, | am sure he will 
en most studiously to our case 
if we indicate how much support 
the Queensland Firearm Owners 
| Association has in HIS electorate. 

The $2 membership fee is for life 
membership. This is an amount 
no-one should miss greatly but it 
doesn’t allow us to write to all 
members, other than to mail a rec- 
e'pt, nor to send our regular news- 














letters, as postage would soon use 
up the $2, 

Lock, Stock, & Barrel is a separ- 
ate enterprise, and while it may 
from time to time report on the 
activities of the Queensland Fire- 
arms Owners Association, it does 
not intend to wax long and strong 
for the Queensland Firearms Own- 
ers Association's cause. 

The fight against legislation, 
whichever state you live in, must 
encompass ALL GUN OWNERS. 
All too often shooters clubs get so 
wrapped up in themselves that they 
fail to realise that firearm owners 
who are not in clubs, far outnum- 
ber those that are. If that isn’t bad 
enough, some shooting fraternities 
pay no mind to the legislation 
plight that other shooting fratern- 
ities may be in. | heard recently 
of an executive of a big bore rifle 
club in Queensland who declared 
that he didn’t care if licensing (of 
rifles) came in, nor did he care if 








You would wonder how anything so boring to 
read should be so vital to our interests, In most 
instances it is not what is written here that poses: 
the danger, but what is proposed to be written. 





gun ownership was prohibited, just 
so long as his club was allowed to 
keep rifles and he could go to the 
range and have use of them. He's 
entitled to his opinion, but wow, | 
wonder if he can see past the end of 
his nose? Ail that real estate and 
only a dozen or so rifles using it — 
what a tenure! 


WHY LICENSE 
HAND GUNS 
AT ALL? 


A farmer friend called last week 
and on the subject of firearm laws 
he couldn’t see why everyone 
shouldn't be allowed to have hand 
guns and that they shouldn't even 
need to be licensed! To illustrate 
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his point, he took a cigarette lighter 
from his pocket and pointed to the 
abundance of dry grass and a 
wooden house. No licence was 
required for anyone to carry a 
cigarette lighter and everyone was 
basically trusted to behave respon- 
sibly while they had one in their 
possession. In the wrong hands, 
especially this winter, one person is 
capable of wrecking infinitely more 
havoc with a cigarette lighter or 
box of matches than they ever 
could with a hand gun. Just as 
arson doesn’t happen by accident, 
‘| dropped my cigarette lighter 
which lit up and the house caught 
fire’, nor does armed robbery 
happen by accident.T hey happen by 
INTENT. 

To start a fire, the lighter must 
be flicked and held under some- 
thing that will burn easy. To fire 
a gun, it must be loaded, pointed, 
and discharged. 

It was on the tip of my tongue 
to say ‘but if hand gun restrictions 

cu UE ee ee 
the police force may, 
as he considers necessary, 
‘or suspects the thing so 


i i firearms, 
102. Proclamation to CoE RIOR ape 


from time to time may, ifin 


warrant, by a F 
ossession any firearm, conve! 


ah gdh ii 
shall forthwith give Immecs 
Minister or to any other pei 
regard. Rte 
On the publication 
ossession such firearm, conver: 


shall forthwith send or deliver it to U 


the Proclamation. 


with such assistance =~ 
enter upon any P! 
forfeited to be. 


cl tion demand that any y 
ees sion unit, dangerous al icle or 


ate and peaceful possession 
rson authorized in the 


‘of the Proclamation any person who 


sion unit, dai 
he Minister or person 


were lifted, every bikie in the 
country would have one and all 
hell would break loose.’ Then it 
dawned on me — here | was con- 
demning ALL bikies on the reput- 
ation of the hoodlum few. The anti- 
gunners no doubt condemn ALL 
gun owners because some bank 
robbers use guns. Why this rea- 


soning? 
MEDIA 
IRRESPONSIBILITY 


It all comes back to THE 
MEDIA. Were it not for the media 
| would not know that some local 
‘terrorists’ ride motorbikes (as opp- 
osed to some bikies are terrorists — 
the terrorist attitude isn’t caused by 
the bike). Were it not for the media 
I‘m sure that not only would we 
not have an anti-gun lobby to con- 
tend with, but firearm violence 
would be even less than it is now. 

No, both barrels of any legislat- 


yemises upon which he knows 


, ‘I 
. (1) The Governor in Counc 
a rests of public safety so 


person who has in. his 
ammunition 


thereof to the 
Proclamation in that 


has in his 
yr ammunition 


erous article 01 
wanes authorized In 


The Proclamation may be PEI ne Hae ee car atile 


(a) in respect of the whol: 
State; . 


(b) in respect 
unit, danger! 


(©) in respect of any class or classes 
as may be defined in the Proclamation. 


(2) Section 

of Renulane) He 
poses of subsecti : 
Thar section shall be read ani 


to regulations were references to 


of subsection (1). 


103. Appeals. (1) Subject to thi 


aggrieved by— 
(a) the ret 


Section 102 of the Queensland Firearms Act. 


of all or any or any cl s 
‘ous article or ammunition; OF 


fusal of his application for a licem 
required under this Act: 


je State or 


ass of firearm, conversion 
s of persons, 


1954-1977 (Tabling 
oclamations made for the 


feels 
s section, any person who fee!: 


ce or any appros.tl 


British Firearm Consultant, Colin Greenwood stated at a Firearm Legislation Seminar in Brisbane on 
July, 19th, that the greatest danger to democracy was the ‘benevolent bureaucrat’. “We must not” he 
said, “give our bureaucrats more powers than they need on the assumption that they won't use those 


powers — because eventually they will.” 
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ive burst must be directed at ti 
INTENT of the offender. 


My friend’s hypothesis on free 
dom of access to handguns brings 
up another point. When proposed 
restrictive legislation rears its ug} 
head, why do we always go on the 
defensive? Sure, we need to answi 
all the rubbish put up as an excu 
for the restrictions but we also need 
to counter-attack just to ensui 
that we retain our present positio! 
In my view we should attack the 
media. In these days never was so 
much truth bent so far out of shap 
by so few. | am firmly in favour o 
licencing journalists and intervie 
ers. They should be tested on thei 
ability to ask intelligent questio: 
and their capacity to transmit tl 
spoken word to written whi 
keeping the message the same 





Any violation of this would 
result in fines and temporary su: 
pensions up to disqualification of 
their licence. 




















Journalists and interviewers hold 
a tremendously onerous position” 
exerting great power and conse 
quence over national thinking, 
Some of them lose sight of thi 
while in pursuit of personal success 
at any cost, usually by sensational- 
ising anything and everything. We 
have the rather odd situation in. 
that on a subject we are conver 
sant with, and we know that 
media article has got it all wrong, 
we will laugh and dismiss from our 
minds all that the media said. But 
on a subject that we know very 
little, we will read with interest, 
accept as true, REMEMBER, and 
actually form our personal opinion 
from that article. If that article 
wasn’t entirely true or was affected 
by a bias of the writer, then mill- 
ions of people could form a lasting 
wrong opinion! 


So why not have a ‘Journalists 
and Interviewers Act’, I‘ll bet alf 
politicians would back us on this 
one, as they especially, have this 
same problem with the media. 





POLITICAL /RRESPONSIBILITY 


The following was sent to me by ‘an Admirer’. | have not personally 
Verified it's authenticity though | rather suspect that it is bona fide 
because Australian Labour Party -- Queensland 3ranch’s policy is virt- 
ually the same. If it is a.fabrication, then we are doing the ALP a service 
because the stir thus engendered will serve to indicate that this is not 
4 policy to adopt. Should it be true, then let all Labour Party supporters 
contact their local representatives and make it plain that all the acclaim 
that they are taking for granted, may not be forthcoming. 

Politically, | like to think that | am one of the important 15%, a swing- 
ing voter, but on reading the following | fear that the ALP is starting to 
restrict my arc of swing. 

Numbers marked thus [ ] refer to that portion of the transcript on 
which | make comment, similarly marked, at the end. 









— Editor. 


AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY 
VICTORIAN BRANCH STATE CONFERENCE 
STATE CONFERENCE JUNE 13 - 14, 1981. 
CIVIL RIGHTS AND LAW REFORM POLICY COMMITTEE REPORT 


A.GENERAL REPORT. 

There have been 3 meetings of the Policy Committee since the March 
1981 State Conference. There are 19 members, 3 Shadow Ministers on 
the Committee which has sub-committees for the purpose of examinat- 
ion and initiation of policy and for the referral of items received from 
constituent units of the Party and community organizations. 


Attendance oj Committee members (March 1981 - May 1981). 


Committee Members 
Jim Kennan (President) 
Beth Gleeson (Secretary) 
Doug Allen 

Mike Arnold 

Geoff Barry 

Terry Carney 

Joan Coxsedge 

John Howie 

Geoff McArthur 

John Finlayson 

Jena Hamilton 

Damian Murphy 
Margaret MacDonald 
Bob Scates 

Thanos Vivitsas 

Roger Douglas 

Hilary Marrazzato 

Dally Messenger 

Mark Plumber - 1 


Attendances Apologies Total 


FH WW-=N=WNNWNWNWNNNW 
FPN WWNWWWWWWWWWWWWWW 


Shadow Ministers 
John Cain (Shadow Attorney 

General) 2 1 3 
Pauline Toner (Shadow Community 

Welfare Services) 3 - E) 
Tom Edmunds (Shadow Police & 

Emergency Services) 2 - 2 


FIREARMS CONTROL 


The 
item 


following to replace existing 
151. - 


Preamble 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


3 


(d) 


8 


(e) 


The proliferation of the poss- 
ession and use of firearms in 
Victoria is a matter of increas- 
ing concern because of the 
death/injury and other harm- 
ful effects caused by firearms 
accidents, the use of firearms 
in suicide, the use of firearms 
in homicide and serious ass- 
aults, and the use of firearms 
in armed robberies. 

The existing legislation relat- 
ing to guns other than hand 
guns is unexceptably loose and 
does nothing to control the 
problems caused by the prolif- 
eration of the possession and 
use of firearms. The existing 
legislation requires only the 
shooter to be licensed, the 
licence to cover multiple wea- 
pons, and for the shooter to 
be able to immediately pur- 
chase a firearm on obtaining a 
licence. There is no require- 
ment for the applicant for a 
licence to demonstrate expert- 
ise with the firearm and the 
duration of the licence is for 
3 years. 

The existing law imposes a 
minimum amount of control 
over the possession and use of 
firearms. Jt is undeniable that 
the incidence of the use of 
firearms in accidents, suicides, 
homicides and other serious 
crimes is related to the ease 
with which firearms can be 
obtained and used. Effective 
and tighter gun control laws 
will have some impact on the 
damage caused in society by 
the use of firearms. 

While it is recognised that even 
the most stringent government 
control! laws will not eliminate 
the abuse of firearms and the 
evils flowing therefrom this 
consideration is not to be used 
as an excuse for not taking all 
practical steps to impose eff- 
ective contro! over the use of 
guns and thereby minimise the 
abuse of guns and the damage 
flowing therefrom. 

In the provisions set out here- 
under it is sought to institute 
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a system of stricter licensing 
of firearm owners, the regist- 
ration of individual weapons, 
and to impose conditions on 
the possession of individual 
weapons. It is not sought to 
seek to abolish private owner- 
ship of firearms or is it sought 
to abolish the many respon- 
sible gun clubs existing in Vic- 
toria. Rather it is intended 
that firm and tight control be 
placed on the possession and 
use of fire arms having regard 
to the enormous social prob- 
lems posed by their proliferat- 
ion in society. 


Paragraph 151 
The reform of the law relating to 
the possession and use of firearms is 
a matter of priority for a Victorian 
Labor Government with a view to 
imposing proper and responsible 
control over the proliferation of the 
possession and use of. firearms. 
Such reform to include:— 
(a) The annual licencing of per- 
sons wishing to possess guns. 


Such licences only to be issued 

where: 

(i) the applicant can demon- 
strate competence in the 
safe handling of firearms; 
and 

(ii) that the applicant be able 
to provide a real guarantee 
of responsible use (such as 
by bona fide membership 
of a government approved 
gun club, employment in 
an occupation for which 
firearms are essential or 
convincing evidence that it 
will be used only for res- 
ponsible recreational pur- 
poses) ; and 

(iii) the applicant can demon- 

. strate that he or she can 
[3] guarantee the security of 
the gun; and 

(iv) the applicant is a fit and 
Proper person to own a 
gun. 

(b) A person holding a gun licence 
shail only be entitled to poss- 
[4] ess one firearm unless a good 
teason can be shown why the 
licence holder should possess 

more than one firearm. 
(c) A person obtaining a licence 
shall not be permitted to ac- 
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quire a firearm within a desig- 


[5] nated cooling off period after 


(d) 


the initial grant of a licence 
unless a good reason can be 
shown why this should be 
waived. 

The annual registration of fire- 
arms, including provision for 
the transfer of such registrat- 
ion and the notification of dis- 
posal. 


CIVIL RIGHTS AND LAW 
REFORM POLICY 
COMMITTEE REPORT 
— JUNE 1981 — 


BACKGROUND PAPER ON 
FIREARMS POLICY 


1 


Paragraph 151 of the State 
Policy was adopted by the 
State Conference prior to the 
May 1979 State Election. 
During the May 1979 State 
Election the policy was the 
subject of vigorous attack 
from various bodies. 
The policy was unanimously 
reaffirmed by the civil rights 
and law reform policy comm- 
ittee in early 1979 and that re- 
affirmation was reported to 
the June 1979 State Confer- 
ence. The Policy was again 
unanimously reaffirmed in 
early 1981, by the Committee. 
Following representations 
from the Shadow Minister for 
Policy Tom Edmunds and 
from various shooters clubs a 
sub committee was established 
in April 1981 to re-examine 
the policy and to meet with 
representatives of shooters 
clubs. 
On the 5th May 1981 the sub 
committee represented by 
Tom Edmunds, Bob Scates, 
Jim Kennan and Damien Mur- 
phy met with representatives 
of the Sporting Shooters Ass- 
ociation of Australia, the Vic- 
torian Clay Target Associat- 
jon, the Victorian Field and 
Game Association and the 
Sporting Shooters Council of 
Victoria. In summary the rep- 
resentatives of those organis- 
ations provided the following 
information:— 
(a) the Victorian Clay Target 
Association has a mem- 


bership of approximatel 
3,500 persons in approx- 
imately 83 clubs; 

“b) the Victorian Field and 
Game association has 
about 4,250 members in 
51 branches; 

(c) the Sporting Shooters Ass- 
ociation has some 3,000 
members; 
there are approximately | 
60,000 (duck shooters) in 
Victoria, approximately 
16,000 (quail shooters) 
(who overlap to a large) 
extent with the duck 
shooters) and approxim- 
ately 2,000 (deer shooters) | 
the Sporting Shooters Ass- 
ociation includes a number | 
of clubs such as the Deer 
Stalkers Club, the Pistol 
Clubs, the Muzzle Loader 
Club, the Running Boar 
Club, the Field Rifle Club, 
the Bench Rest Club, and 
the Metallic Silhouette 
Club. 
Manufacturers of weapons 
contribute financially by 
way of trophies and ad- 
vertising to the various 
associations and are called 
trade members of the ass- 
ociations. The manufactur- 
ers also help with firearm 
training. 






(d 


(e 


(f] 


The representatives of the 

shooting organisations made 

these points in relation to 
existing legislation and propos- 
ed changes. 

(a) That they uncompromis- 
ingly and unanimously ob- 
ject to registration of fire- 
arms except in relation to 
pistols. 

That point is echoed in 

their documentary mater- 

jal provided to the sub 
committee. 

(b) That they generally agree 
with the existing legislat- 
ion but would suggest:— 
(a) an examination of fire- 

arms safety; 

(b) a cooling off period 
between the obtaining 
of a licence and buying 
a gun; 

(c) in the case of at ieast’ 





one of the representat- 
ives the proposal of a 
psychological test for 
applicants for licences 
to ensure that the per- 
son had a stable temp- 
erament. 

(c) That they believe that the 
registration of firearms 
gives them and their fellow 
shooters a lot of trouble in 
the sense that it would 
take time and expense to 
register the firearm and 
they see this in ideological 
terms as an imposition on 
a persons right to own 
property and are concern- 
ed that it is the thin edge 
of the wedge in relation to 
the registration of other 
items of personal property. 

(d) That they believe that the 
proposed ALP policy was 
a first step towards a total 
ban on guns, and any 
other dangerous items. 
That they believe that the 
ALP policy was aimed at 
gun clubs and sporting 
shooting associations such 
as they represented. 
(f) That no matter what was 
put to them by represent- 
atives of the ALP they 
would not be disabused of 
their belief as to the ulter- 
ior motives involved. 


(e 








The documentary material 
provided to the sub committee 
by the Sporting Shooters Ass- 
ociation of Australia included 
a document entitled ‘‘Legis- 


a 


‘Dad says never shoot the birds. . . 
always shoot at a target. 


lative Policy Statements March 
1979” and a background to 
firearms legislation issues 
1980. These documents gen- 
erally are in line with the att- 
itudes taken by the repres- 
entatives of the various assoc- 
jations in their meeting with 
the sub committee. In partic- 
ular the documents deny any 
casual relationship between 
the existing loose legislative 
provisions (in relation to fire- 
arms and the abuse of firearms 
in the form of accidents, sui- 
cides, homicides and other 
crimes). In their meeting with 
the committee however, the 
representatives of the assoc- 
iations were not unanimous on 
this point and at least one rep- 
resentative of the Sporting 
Shooters Association admitted 
that there was in fact a casual 
[6] relationship between the exist- 
ing proliferation of guns in 
society and the evils flowing 
from the abuse in one way or 
another of those guns. 
The Sporting Shooters Assoc- 
iation document entitled “A 
Background to Firearms Legis- 
lation Issues 1980" repeats an 
attitude expressed in the 1979 
document that there should be 
a minimum 8 years mandatory 
imprisonment for any crime in 
which a firearm is even carr- 
ied. It goes on to say on page 
9 “Such term to be non con- 
current nor subject to emas- 
culation by social welfare ad- 
ministrators. If this means an 
up turn in prison statistics it 


This will do 


should be accepted as reflect: 
ing a realistic situation. The 
price of gaols may be cheaper 
than the price of crime-induc- 
ed suffering’. 

It hardly needs to be said that 
the attitudes expressed in the 
passage quoted in the previous 


[7] paragraph in relation to the 


mandatory prison term are 
diametrically opposed to the 
attitudes behind the ALP’s’ 
civil rights and law reform pol- 


icy. 7 
It was clear from the meeting 
of the sub committee with the 
representatives of the Shooters 
clubs that there is no possibil- 
ity of compromise with them 
as the issues relating to tighter 
licencing and in particular reg- 
istration of firearms are non 
negotiable on both sides. Fur- 
ther there is nothing that was 
put to the sub committee by 
them nor is there anything in 
their documentary material 
which is persuasive in the 
slightest in support of their 
case. 

There has also been consultat- 
ion with the Australian Bank 
Employees Union and with 
the Victorian Police Associat- 
ion. Each of these organisat- 
ions is vitally concerned with 
the issue of guns in Victorian 
society and each association 
strongly supports tighter gun 
contro! laws. The ABEU fav- 
ours annual licencing of shoot- 
ers and annual registration of 
firearms. The Victorian Police 
Association consistently with 
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the Australian Police Associat- 
ion favours the following pro- 


posals:— 


(a) that firearms are registered 


and licenced like cars; 


(b) that firearms instruction is 
to be given to applicants 
before the issue of licences 

(c) that there ought to be con- 
trol on the number of fire- 
arms a person can own 
with a prima facie maxi- 


mum of 3; 
(d 


ity of the firearm. 


ing tighter gun 


ern Australia Press 1981. 


Some conclusions reached in 
that book are relevant and | 


will briefly state them:— 


(a) That firearms accidents 
constitute 
social problem and that 
legislation relating to the 
licencing of shooters must 
include a requirement that 
the applicant demonstrate 
in the safe 


themselves 


competence 
handling of firearms; 
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that the applicant ought to 
demonstrate that he or she 
can guarantee the security 
of the firearm by means of 
having a lockable recept- 
acle or some similar capac- 
ity in relation to the secur- 


It has been sometimes argued 
that a tighter system of licenc- 
ing of shooters and registrat- 
ion of firearms would pose an 
intolerable burden for the pol- 
ice and indeed this matter is 
specifically argued in the doc- 
ument prepared by the Sport- 
ing Shooters Association entit- 
led “A Background to Fire- 
arms Legislation Issues’. In- 
spector Rippon, the Secretary 
of the Victorian Police Assoc- 
iation has informed me that 
the Police do not regard it as 
an intolerable burden and 
would be only too glad to 
have the opportunity of polic- 
legislation. 


Several members of the civil 
rights and law reform policy 
committee have now read the 
recently published book “Fire- 
arms Violence in Australian 
Life’’ by Professor Richard 
Harding, University of West- 


(b) 


(c 


[8] 


That approximately 35% 
of all male suicides in 
Australia in the period 
1975-1977 involved the 
use of a gun. It is imposs- 
ible to deny that lives 
may be saved or extended 
if firearms were not so 
readily available; 

That in the period 1976- 
1978 approximately half 
of the total murders in 
Victoria were committed 
with a gun. The conclusion 
reached by Professor Hard- 
ing is ‘‘the moral is insis- 
tent. The greater the num- 
ber of guns which are 
available in the commun- 
ity the more frequently 
they will be used in per- 
sonal violence situations. 
Opinions may differ on 
whether the variable pres- 
ent in diverse and dynam- 
ic human situations can be 
satistactorily controlled 
for the purposes of analy- 
sis. But the stark fact 
remains that for societies 
deriving from the British 
tradition and at about the 
same stage of civilisation 
and development gun 
availability seems to be 
associated with gun vio- 
lence. It would be a brave 
person who denies that 
there is a link and the onus 
is certainly upon such a 
person to prove his point. 
In my view no one has 
yet done so. In Australia 
the message is unmistak- 
able. The gun inventory 
should be permitted to in- 
crease only with the great- 
est circumspection and in 
particular the hand gun 
inventory should be held 
at the minimum’. (Page 
131). 


In underlining this point it 
also should be pointed out 
that it is the opinion of 
many police officers and 
many barristers concerned 
with homicide cases that 
particularly in relation to 
domestic homicides 
(which constitute a signif- 


[9] the house has made ti 


(d) 


(e) That Australia has cause 


(f 


It is of the utmost relevance — 
that a Morgan Opinion Poll | 
[10] published 
indicated that the Australian | 
public overwhelmingly supp- 
orted a system of compulsory 
registration of guns. 89% were 
in favour and only 8% oppos- 
ed to this registration. Memb- — 
ers of the parliamentary Labor 
Party are concerned that the 
electoral impact of the gun 
lobby — they may do worse 
than to ponder what results 
could be achieved by the ALP 
if it were to wholeheartedly 
and unitedly embrace a policy 
for tighter gun control law 
and campaign hard on the 
issue as a matter of high prior- 
ity for a Labor Government. It 
is difficult to see that such a 


icant proportion of 
homicides) the mere pr 
ence of a loaded gun # 















difference between li 
and death. 

Firearms robbery compon- 
ent of the Australian rob! 
ery rate is already fair 


of the increasing overali 
rate will increase and fur 
ther that the number 
robbery killings will 
Crease. 


in 


for concern in relation te 
guns, and that while the 
problem is presently man- 
ageable if it is ignored 
the problems could grow 
until they amount to 4 
problem of the American 
kind (page 158). Prompt 
legislative action is requ- 
ired. 

Professor Harding recom- 
mends that all guns should 
be registered, that all 
shooters should be licen- 
ced including a require- 
ment that the applicant 
demonstrate competence | 
and that in particular a_ 
hand gun inventory should 
be kept down to a bare — 
minimum. | 


in August 1979 | 


4 


1; policy could do 





anything 
other than increase the vote 
for the ALP and also increase 
the respect for the ALP as a 
responsible alternative govern- 
ment. 


A number of members of the 
committee have also shad the 
opportunity to read an article 
published in the Guardian 
Weekly of 11/1/81 from the 
“Washington Post’’ in relation 
to gun control laws in other 
countries. In summary the 
Position is probably put succ- 
inctly in the following para- 
graph: 

“The comparisons show a 
tradition abroad that varies 
markedly from the United 
States one that accepts strict 
governmental control over 
possession of guns of all sorts. 
The laws are national in scope, 
strictly enforced and generally 
considered effective although 
experts admit that illegal use 
of guns has been on the 
increase of late in countries 
such as Italy and Britain.” The 
article points out that in Bri- 
tain for example almost no 
licences are given for the 
private possession of a hand 
gun or rifle; the licences that 
are given are given generally 
for farmers for use on their 
own property or to persons 
using gun clubs or ranges and 
they must keep their weapons 
on gun ranges. In Canada there 
have been tighter gun control 
laws enforced since 1977 and 
the annual homicide rate 
involving guns has fallen from 
292 homicides to 207 homi- 
cides, In 1980 London with a 
population of 7 million people 
had 179 homicides compared 
to 1,557 in Los Angeles and 
1,733 in New York. In West 
Germany in 1979 with a pop- 


[12]ulation of 60 million there 


were only 69 crimes involving 
murder or robbery with a fire- 
arm. 


In summary then it appears 
that there is overwhelming 
support for tighter gun laws 
from the great majority of the 


[13] electorate and from the 2 18. 


17. 


unions representing employees 
most directly involved in deal- 
ing with the use of firearms 
je. the Bank Employees 
Union and the Police Associat- 
ion. Further an examination 
of the relevant statistics and 
the arguments put forward in 
Professor Harding's book and 
an examination of the inter- 
national position relating to 
guns leads to the inevitable 
conclusion that it is desirable 
that tighter gun laws be im- 
posed as a matter of priority 
by any responsible govern; 
ment. Further the position 
taken by the representatives of 
the various shooting associat- 
ions in their discussions with 
the sub committee and their 
documentary material are 
clearly out of kilter both in 
the attitude of the ALP and 
the attitude of the community 
generally. 


There can be no compromise 
in relation to the ALP policy 
of tighter gun control laws 
and in particular in relation 
to the registration of firearms. 
Such a policy is not only 
sound in terms of a respon- 
sible reform Party but also 
enjoys the overwhelming supp- 
ort of the electorate. It is high 
time that all members of the 
Party including all members 
of the Parliamentary Party 
united behind the policy and 


[14]indeed pushed the policy as a 


priority matter. If this were to 
happen there can be no doubt 
that community respect -and 
support for the Victorian ALP 
would be strengthened and 
that the gun lobby would be 
thrown onto the defensive. 
There is already evidence to 
suggest that even the Country 
Party is concerned about this 
issue and is considering supp- 
ort for tighter gun control 
legislation. Indeed on a prag- 
matic basis there may well be 
considerable support amongst 
many farmers for the ALP pol- 
icy as irresponsible weekend 
shooters are highly unpopular 
with farmers. 


In the light of the importance 
of this issue as part of the ALP 
law reform package and in the 
light of the arguments raised 
by the gun lobby in respect to 
penalties to be imposed on 
persons using guns in crime it 
would seem appropriate that 
this item of policy be dealt 
with in the Attorney-General’s 
or Shadow Attorney-General’s 
portfolio. It would also seem 
desirable that the policy and 
the various background mater- 
ial which has been prepared in 
relation to it be forwarded to 
the conservation committee 
and the Shadow Minister for 
Conservation as tighter gun 
control is undoubtedly a matt- 
er which would have the supp- 
ort of conservationists and the 
promotion of the ALP policy 
can be assisted with their 
informed co-operation. 

JIM KENNAN 
On behalf of the Civil Rights and 
Law Reform Policy Committee. 


It is rather dismaying to note 
that the general theme throughout, 
especially evident in the final two 
paragraphs, reflects their No. 1 
priority to. be the adoption of any 
policy that will win votes, irrespect- 
ive of right or wrong or whether the 
situation will be made better or 
worse as a consequence. 


[1] This is ENTIRELY deniable 
with statistical evidence, here 
in Australia as well as overseas, 
which shows entirely the opp- 
osite to be true. 


[2] and (6) This repeated inflect- 
ion of the word ‘evil’ as win- 
dow dressing is preposterous. 
HOW THE HELL CAN 
‘EVILS FLOW’ FROM ANY 
INANIMATE OBJECT? Man 
alone has the capacity for so 
called “evil intent’ but he can 
be just as ‘evil’ with a brick as 
he can with a firearm. 


[3] | don’t know how it is in other 
states but most of the stolen 
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[6]see (2) 


handguns in Queensland are 
stolen from Police Stations — 
the very bastion of security! 
In New South Wales most are 
stolen from banks! 


[4] | suppose if enough people 


were beaten to death with golf 
clubs, then golfers could be 
licensed to have only one golf 
club. | would consider the per- 
son with many firearms to 
have a greater safety factor 
than the person with only 
one. 


[5] This infers that EVERYONE 


who buys a firearm is a hot- 
head who only gets a firearm 
on the impulse to shoot his 
wife or neighbour, and after 
eit he takes up target shoot- 
ing 


and there could be 
more to this paragraph than 
meets the eye — or the Sport- 
ing Shooters Association 
should be asking for the resig- 
nation from someone who 
accepts anti-gun fallacy as a 
fact. 


[7] This is exactly why crime is 


on the increase — take away 
the law-abiding persons rights 
just to appease the media’s 
hysterical outbursts, while 
releasing the criminal with a 
pat on the head and a ‘don’t 
do it again - please’ chat. 


[8] Gun availability is NOT assoc- 


iated with gun violence. In 
Northern Ireland private citi- 
zens are TOTALLY PRO- 
HIBITED from owning fire- 
arms and have been for dec- 
ades. No need to comment on 
gun violence there. In Switzer- 
land there is virtually no gun 
violence at all, and yet 
EVERY able bodied male over 
the age of 19 years is GIVEN 
a firearm and ammunition to 
keep and maintain at his 
home. Finland has a similar 
situation and a similar result. 


[9] The inference again is that 


everyone who has a firearm, 
keeps it loaded in his house! 
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There is ample evidence to 
show that homicidal domestic 
arguments just don’t dissapate 
from. the lack of a firearm. 
This is why stabbings are pre- 
valent, a couple of years ago 
one woman was beaten to 
death with a breadboard! | 
wonder if it too was kept 
loaded in the cupboard. 


110] Both the Morgan Poli of 1979 


and the Gallop Poll of 1981 
aren’t worth the paper they 
are printed on. POLLS, LIKE 
STATISTICS, CAN PROVE 
EVERYTHING THAT IS 
REQUIRED TO BE PROVED. 
The question “do you think 
that the ownership of fire- 
arms should be more strictly 
controlled by law, or less’’ 
should be preceeded by “are 
you conversant with the curr- 
ent firearm laws?” If “No” to 
this, as at least 90% would 
have answered, then the per- 
son being questioned just 
doesn't have the capability to 
answer the main question. 


[11]1 seem to recall Gough Whit- 


lam saying, after losing an 
election that he had obviously 
felt sure of winning, in effect 
that he ‘couldn’t understand 
why he lost on such good pol- 
icles — maybe he just didn‘t 


get them across well enol | 
It seemed to me then, as here 
now, a case of too much ‘pie 
in the sky’ idealism that 
‘WILL be good for everyone’, 
and not enough realism related 
to the thoughts and aspirat- 
ions of the man in the street. 


[12] No mention of course of 


Switzerland and Finland with 
the highest per capita firearms 
ownership (without licensing) 
and the lowest incidence of 
firearm violence in the world. 


[13] More ‘pie in the sky’. It 


appears that they can get 
support from only two 
unions! 


[14] Pie in the sky again. If they 


lose the next election, which 
for the Victorian firearm own- 
ers sake, | hope they do, | 
suppose they will wonder why 
and presume that they didn’t 
get their policies across. TO 
THE AUSTRALIAN LAB- 
OUR PARTY, LOCK, 
STOCK, & BARREL SAYS 
THIS, “DON’T WORRY, WE 
WILL ENSURE THAT YOUR 
FIREARMS POLICY GETS 
ALL THE COVERAGE WE 
CAN GIVE IT.” 


DISCOVER TRIFLON 


A MAJOR TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT IN FIREARM 
f MAINTENANCE 


TRI-FLON is a total gun maintenance tool —a bore cleaner, a lubricant 
and a metal protector. !t eliminates most gun failures that are caused by 
faulty operation of moving parts — triggers, safeties, ejectors, extrac- 
Ors, etc 

TRI-FLON is unique because it cleans a gun ot virtually 100%, of all har- 
dened powder residue and other metal fouling contaminates resulting 
from firing. A firearm treated with TRI-FLON will stay clean longer, 
clean easier, perform better and more’accurately! 

TRI-FLON is a uniqua lubricant containing micron size Tetlon* parti- 
cles that work like tiny “bearings” penetrating high tolerance firing 
mechanisms and significantly reducing jamming and misfiring while 
reducing wear and friction. 


Trade enquiries only 
AUSTRALIAN DISTRIBUTORS 


HY-GUN PRODUCTS 


P.O. Box 320 West End Q4101 








































The Australian Bank Employees 
ion must be commended in that 
y probably do have their mem- 
s safety at heart and they are 
rking very hard to achieve this. 
We too wholeheartedly, would 
e to entirely do away with bank 
Idups or any other holdups. The 
inflict between us stems from 
eir concept that controls and 
trictions on firearm ownership 
ill help their cause and our refut- 
g this because 
nowhere in the world has licenc- 
ing and/or restrictions on firearm 
ownership, no matter how 
severe, ever reduced the use of 
firearms in crime, and 
) their proposals would be very 
expensive to implement and 
guess who would be expected to 
do the funding by way of licence 
fees? 
| seem to recall that prior to self- 
rvice supermarkets the old time 
forekeepers, with most of their 
ares behind a counter, had no 
problem with shoplifting compared 
today. 
Similarly the now more ‘friendly’ 
inks have done away with iron 
idded windows which has made 
eir wares more accessible and 
lus more inviting to holdups. The 
ustralian Bank. Employees Union 
answer is to licence and restrict our 
jrearms. That we weren't about to 
Id up a bank anyway, seems not 
to matter. 

The licensing of all motor 
Vehicles does not deter the criminal 
from using one for his get away. 
But does he use his own registered 
vehicle? No, of course not. He may 
be stupid but he’s not that stupid 
twhich would preclude him from 
being on the A.B.E.U. executive) — 
he'll beg, borrow or steal someone 
else’s, usually the latter. 

Allowing then that the criminal 
has figured out how to circumvent 
the licenced motor vehicle bit, how 
an anyone remotely consider that 

e criminal won't similarly circum- 

vent firearm laws? 





A.B.E.U. 


The Australian Bank Employees 
Union Queensland Division has 
been busy lobbying Queensland 
parliamentarians to their cause and 
claim that they have 37 out of 82 
in support of their campaign. 
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A ROUND WITH THE 


lists the 37 and if you live in their 
electorate, then your individual 
effort by way of a phone call or 
letter, see specimen letter on page 
48, could well be instrumental in 
having some of them reconsider 
their stand on the issue. 





BLAKE, J.R. A.L.P. Bundaberg 
BURNS, T.J. A.L.P. Lytton 
CASEY, E.D. A.L.P. Mackay 
D‘ARCY, W.T. A.L.P. Woodridge 
DAVIS, BJ. A.L.P. Brisbane Central 
EATON, A.G. A.L.P. Mourilyan 
FOURAS, D. A.L.P. South Brisbane 
GIBBS, R.J. A.L.P. Wolston 
HANSEN, B.P. A.L.P. Maryborough 
HARPER, N.J. N.P.A. Auburn 
HEWITT, W.D. LIB. Greenslopes 
HOOPER, K.J. A.L.P. Archerfield 
JONES, R. ALP. Cairns 
KRUGER, R.L. A.L.P. Murrumba 
KYBURZ, R.A. LIB. Salisbury 
LESTER, V.P. N.P.A. Peak Downs 
LOCKWOOD, J.A. LIB. Toowoomba North 
MACKENROTH, T.M. A.L.P. Chatsworth 
MCLEAN, R.T. A.L.P. Bulimba 
MILLINER, G.R. A.L.P. Everton 
MOORE, R.E. LIB. Windsor 
MUNTZ, G.H. N.P.A. Whitsunday 
NELSON, B.A. LIB. Aspley 
PRENTICE, 1.G. LIB. Toowong 
PREST, W.G. A.L.P. Port Curtis 
RANDELL, J.H. N.P.A. Mirani 

SCOTT, R.W. A.L.P. Cook 


“ Continued Page 60 
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SHAW, E.F. 
SMITH, G.N. 
SULLIVAN, V.B. 
UNDERWOOD, D.F. 
VAUGHAN, K.H. 
WARBURTON, N.G. 
WHITE, T.A. 
WILSON, A.M. 
WRIGHT, K.W. 
YEWDALE, LJ. 
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This 7.62 cal target rifle was used to test the RHINO 4x40 scope for return to zero ability under more 
substantial recoil conditions. 


find anything in shooting literature 
to compare recoil in joules with). 


| noticed that the scope seems to 
have slightly longer eye relief than 
in some other similar Japanese 
manufactured scopes. No doubt 
because of this, and the fact that 
the ocular lens is about normal size, 
there has had to be a slight trade 
off in the width of the field of view 
which is down to about eight per- 
cent of the distance in range. That's 
still a reasonable sized field and 
means a good compromise if the 
scope is to be used on a hairy chest- 
ed calibre. 
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Overall length of the scope is 
about 33cm and it has a nice hard 
shiny black finish. The objective 
bell seems to be integral with the 
main alloy tube which should make 
the scope strong and rigid for the 
sake of accuracy. | don’t recall see- 
ing any claim to be waterproof but 
my inspection makes me think it 
probably would withstand a brief 
ducking while new. The grease 
applied to possible leaky areas dur- 
ing final assembly is all that backs 
up a lot of waterproof claims any- 
way. This scope should at least stay 
showerproof for a long time in my 
opinion. Last but not least of these 
random observations, is that the 














Wynnum 
Townsville West 
Condamine 

Ipswich West 

Nudgee 

Sandgate 

Redcliffe 

Townsville South 
Rockhampton 
Rockhampton North. 
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sample had a nice duplex retict 
with very distinct steps between th 
fine and heavy wire sections of th 
crosswires. This would make th 
reticle quite handy for checking th 
range of known size targets oni 
you'd taken the trouble to see ho! 
much target area the thin wire o’ 
the reticle spans per hundred 
metres. 

| believe the BDC feature can be 
had in Rhino’s other higher fixed 
power versions which, if they per- 
form as well as this 4X40 sample, 
would possibly hold more attract- 
ion for varmint and rifle silhouette 
shooters. Check with your local 
supplier or the distributors, 
GRYCOL INTERNATIONAL, if 
you want to find out the supply sit- 
uation. 

In my own experience, being 
confined to the sample just tested, 
I'd say plenty of shooters would be 
well satisfied with jt, even if only as 
a useful and reliable spare scope to 
have on hand for experiments. The 
kind of reliability indicated in the 
“return to zero” department would 
help to make a very versatile outfit. 
By quickly and accurately adjusting 
the scope to various recorded zero 
settings, a rifle could be used with a 
variety of loads tailored to various 
uses. | think this could be more 
important than the origionally 
stated advantage of being able to 
put your range and windage 
corrections on via the knobs, 
instead of by aiming off. 









The trigger has a smooth surface 
id is 9.4mm wide. It is not adjust- 
ble for fore and aft movement, 
id has no adjustment for rearward 
vel after discharge. It would, 
jowever, be simple to instal a screw 
r this purpose if desired. There 
are three adjustable screws that 
gulate the trigger. Grub screw 
umber 1, closest to the muzzle, 
adjusts the length of pull, and the 
slotted screw also adjusts total 
eight of the trigger release. 


As it came, the trigger was a 
light to use, and | was surprised 
find it broke at 720 grams, with 
0 grams on the first stage. By 
following the instructions in the 


































Screw 1 adjusts length of pull of first stage. 


Grew 2 adjusts weight of pull of first stage. 


“rew 3 adjusts weight of pull of second.stage. 
Jummer lever A is pulled forward by slide: the 
Hort hammer level B pushes hammer C forward 
Sn held by Sear D. 


andbook and using the allen key 
nd the screwdriver provided, no 
ifficulty was encountered in 
taining a release weight of a 
safe’ 500 grams, with 300 grams on 
e first pressure. A few trial shots 
ere fired into the backstop to get 
he feel, and the trigger certainly 
felt perfect. 


According to the handbook, it 
‘ould be possible to have a total 
trigger release weight of 1000 
grams, allowing the use of the ‘Air 
Match’ as a training aid for Stand- 
ard Pistol or Ladies Match. 


The front sight is 3.6mm wide 
nd widths of 3.0;3.4 and 4.0mm 
re available. The height of the 


front sight is a mere 3.6mm. 

The rear sight slot is 3.6mm wide 
and 2.5mm deep. This sight com- 
bination gave a sight picture with 
plenty of side clearance. A 3.4mm 
wide rear is available also. The rear 
sight is pushed upward by two 
small coil springs and adjustments 
are positive — the clicks can be 
heard and felt. Vertical adjustment 
is by slotted screw, but lateral 
corrections are made by hand on a 
knurled knob which was a little 
stiff to turn. One click is supposed 
to have a value of 2.5mm at 10 
metres. | suspect that a vertical 
click could be worth about 3.5mm. 

Walther air pistols and air rifles 
work on the compressed air system 
and can suffer from leakage. | 
wondered about the ‘Air Match’. 
Out came the chronograph and the 
R.W.S. Match pellets. When fired 
at the rate of one shot per minute, 
velocities averaged 395 feet per sec- 
ond with a spread of a mere 4 f.p.s. 
By now | was extremely interested 
in this pistol — the trigger was an 
absolute gem, and those constant 
velocities!! Load and wait five min- 
utes: average velocity 383 f.p.s. 
After a wait of eight minutes while 
loaded speeds fell to 379 f.p.s. and 
after a delay of ten minutes 362 
f.p.s. 

In the time allowed for an Air 
Pistol match, usually 10 shots in 12 
minutes, one can’t afford to dally, 
but if the competitor felt a shot 


The levers are in the just fired” position. The slide > r 
at the rear wall then be tripped which will cock the internal hammer and set the tigger mechanism. The 


top of the long valve lever can be seen resting on the 


had been held too long, it would be 
a simple matter to open the lever 
and recompress. 

No escaping air was audible 
during the leakage tests, and | feel 
the decreases in speeds were 
probably caused by the com- 
pressed air cooling and thus lower- 
ing the pressures. When the valve in 
my Walther air rifle was leaking 
the air had completely escaped in 
about one minute. 

“Well,” | can hear some say, 
“those velocity drops wouldn't 
occur with a Feinwerkbau.” Or 
would they? One double spring 
Model 65 at one shot per minute 
with the same brand of pellets gave 
an average velocity of 388 f.p.s. 
with a spread of 16 f.p.s. | might 
add here that firing the 65 after 
firing the ‘Air Match’ reminded me 
of an M1 carbine — lots of rattles 
and moving pieces. 

After a five minute loaded wait 
— 379 f.p.s.; 8 minutes — 372 f.p.s.; 
10 minutes — 374 f.p.s. Those 
results were unexpected but what 
followed was startling! 

When fired at one shot per min- 
ute after this, the same Feinwerk- 
bau gave velocities (in f.p.s.) of: 


375; 367; 386; 364; 373. 

| suspected that something was 
wrong with the chronograph so out 
came the Model 400 — 393; 391; 
392 f.p.s. Hmm! Much scratching 
of the head, but | wasn’t investigat- 





isabout to be taken forward by the barrel, The lever 
valve opening lever in the recoil plug. 
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ing the idiosyncrasies of a Fein- 
werkbau; | was testing an ‘Air 
Match’, and there was nothing 
wrong with its behaviour. 

Here was a pistol of attractive 
appearance, giving constant velocit- 
ies, a grip fitting nicely and equipp- 
ed with a trigger that was perfect- 
ion itself. The sights had the 
amount of clearance | liked, so 
surely | could shoot something 
worthwhile with all that going for 
me! 

How does one test a pistol! to 
obtain a true indication of its 
accuracy? The first consideration 
would have to be a machine rest, 
but the cocking for every shot with 
an air pistol of this type would be 
certain to cause movement of the 
pistol in the grip adaptors. Second 
best choice — sandbags. Shooting 
from sandbags with pistols for 
groups is an art which very few 
shooters can do well. The problems 
are angular and parallel-sight dis- 
placement and movement during 
trigger release. 

Anyone wishing to test a pistol 
or load for grouping ability over 
sandbags would do well to try a 
triangulation test first. The pistol 
is placed so that it is held firmly in 
a slotted box on a rest of some 
kind, so that it is pointed into the 
firer’s aiming area on a target 
placed at the required distance. The 
target has the blank side visible to 
the shooter. A helping friend then 
moves a cut out black centre 
around on the blank target until the 
shooter decides that it is in the 
correct position to give a dead- 
centre ten if the pistol were fired. 
The helper puts a biro dot through 
a small hole made anywhere on the 
centre when the shooter signals 

‘that his sight picture is perfect. 

The centre is removed and the 
exercise repeated. The pattern of 
biro dots will show the firer’s 
ability to control angular and par- 
allel sight errors. Try it. Then imag- 
ine some movement during trigger 
release thrown in and you will 
understand the difficulties of sand- 
bagging. 


If a telescopic sight could be fitt- 
ed to the pistol, of course more 
valid results could be obtainable. 

However the sandbags were the 
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Two sight springs - 
not so. good! 


good! Two grip cracks — 


best available. The groups fired 
were very good laterally, but ver- 
tical dispersion was about 2cm, 
caused by my inability to main- 
tain a constant distance from the 
black. In an effort to overcome this 
a black .22 target patch was stuck 
in my aiming area to give a refer- 
ence point. Using this aid ten-ring 
size groups were fired one after 
another, and groups this size are the 
limit of MY ability from sandbags, 
with open sights. 


Is the ‘Air Match’ a one-holer? 
I'd have to shoot one for a year or 
so before | could answer that, but 
I'm convinced they’re accurate. 

When fired off-hand, a sensation 
of recoil could be felt rather than 
seen in the sight picture, and unless 
one was actually endeavouring to 
discover if there was recoil (as | 
was); it would be unnoticed. 

Clockwise movement of the sight 
adjustment screws moved the shot 
down (as expected) and left (not 
expected). Once zeroed in, cards 
in the mid-nineties were shot off- 
hand — the ‘surprise’ shots were 
invariably tens and poorly executed 


ones were nines and sometim 
eights. | must mention again th 
excellence of the trigaer — the final 
stage release could be ‘thought off’. 

A comparison with the Fein- 
werkbau is inevitable. After all, the 
Model 65 has established 
throughout the world as the top air 
pistol. 

The ‘Air Match’ 400 is ahead on 
trigger and grips. I’ve owned three 
Feinwerkbaus and shot others and 
the best of these triggers is not 
within a bull’s roar of that on the 
Air Match CU 400, Serial Number 
00452. 

Grips are personal items. | was 
fortunate the grip fitted me, but | 
understand factory adjustable grips 
may soon be obtainable for the 
Model 400. 

The Air Match has the shorter 
sight radius by 88mm. | feel this is 
not a critical amount over 10 
metres and could, for many shoot- 
ers, lead to fewer shots fired con- 
sciously. These are the shots where 
the brain says — “That sight picture 
is perfect; trigger finger, do your 
job NOW!” Shots fired in this 
fashion are usually low left and | 
nowhere near the centre. 

The more constant velocities of 
the 400 and low barrel line are 
other ‘Air Match’ pluses. 

| felt, however, the Feinwerkbau 
sat more steadily in the hand. The 
‘Air Match’ for me needs those 
weights. 



























What_is the ‘Air Match’ like 
inside? The grip was removed using 
the allen key supplied. It was then 
noticed that the grip retaining bolt 
was bottoming on the frame. Two 
star washers had been placed under 
the bolt head, and when the bolt 
was tightened by The Mighty 
Apollo that many factories employ 
for tightening nuts and screws, the 
first washer buried itself into the 
wood. The damage to the grip 
mentioned earlier could easily have 
been caused by this. The first 
washer was replaced by a flat one 
and the bolt no longer hit bottom. 
One pin was tapped out and the 
slide cover lifted clear. The 225mm 
long steel barre! is then revealed. It 
has three steps in its length; 10mm 
of the muzzle; 12.2mm and then 
15.1mm at the breech. 




























This is as far as | went in the dis- 
intling as | could see all that | 
inted to. The barrel at the muzzle 
dd slides through an alloy block. 
ere is no bush in this block, but 
e barrel is certainly a neat fit. The 
ech end of the barrel is tapered 
id is locked back, when the pistol 
cocked, on to a nylon washer 
side the recoil. plug. A spare 
sher is supplied with the pistol. 
A flat is machined under the 
eech end of the barrel and a steel 
ide sits in this flat. When the 
rrel is moved forward by the 
cking lever, this slide is pulled 
rward by the barrel, and in turn 
Ils the hammer lever forward. 
his lever moves another shorter 
er rearward. This second hammer 
er is pivoted and as the top goes 
rward the bottom moves for- 
ard taking the hammer with it 
intil the hammer is captured by the 
ar. The cocking lever is returned 
battery compressing the air 
Mnto a small space beneath the 
Ive. When the trigger is pressed, 
e sear releases the hammer which 
ies rearward striking the valve 
ening lever. This hits a short lever 
hich depresses the valve allowing 
ie air to escape into the barrel. 
The whole action reminded me 
f set triggers — A hits B hits C. 
The levers appear to be punched 
‘om steel plate and certainly were 
t finished to Swiss watch stand- 
rds. If it were finished as one 





















Note law barrel line. 


would like it to be, the cost inevit- 
ably would be much higher. 

| now became aware that some 
differences existed between 00452 
and the illustrations in the Hand- 
book. The front sight is screwed in 
from below and it is now necessary 
to remove the slide cover to change 
front sights. The book shows the 
sight being removed by pressing 
down and forward. 


The long valve-opening lever now 
has a semicircular cut out in its 
front edge which contacts a nylon 
bush. This bush also acts as a spacer 
to position the long hammer lever. 

The three-sided steel cocking 
slide has been replaced by a four- 
sided one. There also appears to be 
a modification to the nylon guide 
at the front of the piston. 

These changes would suggest that 
improvements are constantly being 
made by the makers. 

Putting the pistol back together 
was a case of reassembly in reverse 
order. When fitting the slide cover, 


be sure it is right forward before 
attempting to tap in the securing 
pin. It would be worthwhile to 
round off the corners on the lead- 
ing sides of the pins, as one is tapp- 
ing them through alloy. 

The price of this Italian air pistol 
is expected to be about 560 000 
lira - or $400. If you want one, buy 
the first one you see as they are not 
yet freely available. 


The ‘Air Match’ is covered by a 
two year warranty on all compon- 
ents except the grips. Tampering 
of course voids your warranty. 


RAVIZZA ‘AIR MATCH’ CU 400 


4.5mm 
Barrel Length: 225mm 
Sight Radius: 270mm 
Average Velocity:395 feet 
per second 
990 grams. 
330mm x 135mm 
x 48mm. 
Two stage 
adjustable. 
First stage: 

400 + 250 grams 
Second stage: 

100 + 250 grams 
Non adjustable 
on Test Pistol. 
Anodised 
Varying widths 
available front 
and rear. 


Cal: 


Weight: 
Dimensions: 


Trigger: 


Grips: 


Metal Finish: 
Sights: 


1 LIKED: . Trigger. 

. Grips. 

. Low barrel 
height. 

. Close shot to 
shot velocities. 

. Ease of 
cocking. 


a FB WN= 


I DISLIKED: 1. No trigger stop 

2. Pieces broken 
on grip. 

3. Minor imper- 
fections in 
casting of 
trigger guard 
and slide cover. 

4, Light weight. 

5. Need to shave 
grip to fit in 
U.L.T. measure- 
ment box. 
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How would YOU like to live under West Australia’s firearm laws 
with their $6.00 license fees? (See ‘Sporting Shooter’ June 
: 1981) 


SUBSCRIBE 
NOW 


TO 
Queensland Firearm Owners Association 


Whose aim is to actively oppose restrictive firearm legislation and 
to promote higher penalties for criminal use of firearms. 


The Queensland Firearm Owners Association, as finances permit, intends to regularly place large | 
advertisements in Queensland daily papers to publicise the little known facts in favour of 
unrestricted private firearm ownership (as our laws currently allow). One example, in Switzerland 
EVERY able-bodied adult male IS REQUIRED to keep and maintain a firearm, and there, crimes with 
firearms are virtually nil. In Ireland private ownership of firearms has been banned for decades — 
everyone knows how well that is working. Another example, several years ago in the State of New |] 
York the costs of firearm licensing was 42 million dollars for the year — from which it could be 
shown that 6 crimes were solved! The list is endless. 

The QFOA will try to respond adequately to biased and/or erroneous press reports, such as Courier 
Mail front page May 30th 1981, and to anti-firearm organisations such as the Australian Bank 
Employees Union, Members should feel free to bring such occurrences to QFOA’s attention. Any 
suggestions to aid the programme will be welcome, however, correspondance generally will not be 
entered into. 


FOR JUST ONE $2.00 SUBSCRIPTION YOU CAN BE A LIFE 
MEMBER OF THE QUEENSLAND FIREARM OWNERS 
ASSOCIATION, AN ORGANISATION FORMED WITH THE AIM 
OF EDUCATING THE PUBLIC, AND POLITICIANS, TO THE 
ABSURDITIES OF THE BULK OF THE ANTI-FFIREARM 
PUBLICITY, AND TO PUBLICISE STATISTICS SHOWING THAT 
RESTRICTIVE LEGISLATION DOES NOT ACHIEVE IT’S 
PURPORTED AIMS. 
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wish to be a Member of the Queensland Firearm Owners Assn. and enclose $2.00 for my 
subscription. Numbered receipts will be mailed to members. 


My State electorate is 


Occupationally, | hold a © blue collar 

1) white collar position 
J executive 

(1 other 











| volunteer to represent QFOA in my electorate to the level of 


O) Lobbying my local member 
-] Allowing my name to be quoted as a supporter of OFOA 
( Un-named silent statistic for OFOA 

















My interest in firearms concerns 
(please tick as appropriate) 


collecting 

target shooting 
hunting 

business use 

home protection 
rimfire rifles 
semi-auto rimfire rifles 
centerfire rifles 
semi-auto centerfire rifles 
shotguns 

pistols 

muzzleloaders 












































Signature of applicant 


The above is totally confidential and individual details will not be divulged to anyone. 

Subscriptions and application forms can be left with those Sports Stores, Sporting Clubs, Graziers 
Associations etc, who volunteer to act as collection points, or can be sent direct to Queensland 
Firearm Owners Association P.O. Box 444, Gympie 4570. 


Collection points, please send forms and subscriptions to the above address at not longer than two 
week intervals. Copied forms will be accepted. 


‘Lock Stock & B 





HUNTER 
VALLEY 
SHOOTERS 
ASSOCIATION 


In N.S.W., legislation to tighten 
the firearms laws has been proposed 
and will most likely be implement- 
ed after the next State election late 
in 1981. 

What form this legislation will 
take is not yet known, but some 
recommendations that are believed 
to have been made include banning 
semi-automatic military style rifles, 
limiting the number of firearms 


that can be owned by one person, 


and registering all firearms. 

While the existing shooting 
organisations such as the S.S.A.A. 
etc. have been involved in fighting 
firearms legislation, the fact is that 
these organisations represent only a 
small proportion of gun owners in 
this state. 

Without the numbers, the effect- 
iveness of an organisation in lobby- 
ing parliamentarians is limited, and 
centralising the lobbying effort 
effectively prevents such organisat- 
ions from reacting to local issues on 
gun ownership when and where 
they will have the most impact. 

The Hunter Valley. Shooters Ass- 
ociation has been formed to repres- 
ent the interests of shooters in this 
important area of New South Wales. 
The Hunter Valley probably has 
one of the highest percentages of 
sporting shooters per capita in the 
state and all of the local State Mem- 
bers are on the government. 

The aim of the H.V.S.A. is to 
unite all the shooters and gun 
owners in the area and to represent 
the interests of this very large group 
of people to the government 
through their local elected repres- 
entatives. 

Only a very small proportion of 
gun owners belong to clubs and 
related associations and, in fact, 
even read shooting magazines. The 
objective of the H.V.S.A. is to 
contact all gun owners and those 
interested in supporting the organ- 
isation and join them together in 
the H.V.S.A. ee 
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Membership of the H.V.S.A. has 
been kept to a cost of $1.00 to 
encourage as many people to join 
as possible. All the shooting clubs 
in the area have offered the support 
of their members in recruiting for 
the H.V.S.A. and the gunshops in 
the Hunter Valley have. also co- 
operated in acting as recruiting 
centres because any gun owner 
must eventually come into a gun- 
shop to buy equipment. 

There are many thousands of 
shooters in the Hunter Valley area. 
lf all of these shooters can be 
recruited, the H.V.S.A. will be one 
of the largest groups of its kind in 


i 
a position to influence any 
lative proposals as well as being in 
a position to speak for the majority 
of shooters in the area who do not 
belong to existing shooting groups, 
as well as those that do, in the 
event of local events that may 
effect the PRESENT AND 
FUTURE WELFARE of gunowners 
in this community. 


For membership information 
contact John Robinson, 11 North- 
wood St., Adamstown Heights, 
2289 or phone 049 581241, A.H. 
049 430101, or your local shooting 
club or sports store. 


SCARCE 
BRASS 


The following unprimed cases, new, with 
single flash hole (use regular small pistol 
primers), will be available about November. 


7.63 mm (.30 cal.) Mauser 
$26.00 per box of 50 


8 mm Nambu 
$26.00 per box of 50 


9 mm Japanese Revolver 
$32.50 per box of 50 


9mm Steyr Hahn 
$32.50 per box of 50 


(Unfortunately, these specially made cases are three times the 
price of .38 special cases in the U.S.A. too!) 


Malcolm Bone P.O. Box 90 Gympie 4570 


























) the press. While the press 
r operated reasonably well 
thout the latter, it would be a 
me to waste the added potent- 
by leaving the auto prime off. 
The die head has four stations. 
e front position is for the sizing 
ie. Set up for my .45, with a taper 
imp stage included, the second 
sition contained the powder 
rower and on the Dillon, this 
ation also neck expends the cases, 
ith a hollow neck expander that 
lows the powder to drop through 






These neck size/drop tube inserts 
ust be changed to suit the calibres 
here straight sided cases are used. 
he neck expander is threaded into 
he turret in a fitted bush and can 
be adjusted vertically to set up the 
rrect amount of belling on the 
tase, if any is required. 

The powder thrower uses a 
charge bar arrangement, which is 
adjustable. | believe fixed charge 
ars for a set powder charge are 
vailable, but the adjustable bar was 
pplied for testing. 

A sliding ‘brass block can be 
‘moved in or out with a screw ad- 
justment. Two adjustable charge 
‘bars were enclosed; a small one for 
handgun sized charges up to about 
5 grains and a big one for rifle 
charges. 

The auto primer feeder is really 
too well made and is quite a comp- 





















to wy as-thenarnislowered: 


ol priming area shows primer deflector system uni 





» ‘ail of die head and powder measure. Long thin spring around measure body retums charge bar to 


ition, 


lex unit whose task is simply to 
transfer the primers from the res- 
ervoir to the primer punch. 

The primers are stored in a 
standard type of brass tube, one for 
each primer size. Another set of 
transparent plastic tubes are supp- 
lied. These have a small brass fitting 
in the end of each to allow primers 
to be picked up out of a primer 
flipper. When the pick-up tube is 
full, the contents can be transferred 
in a few seconds into the main 
reservoir. It allows a big supply of 





primers to be at the ready at any 
time. 

A heavy steel ‘blast’ tube screws 
into the primer feeder body to surr- 
ound the brass reservoir. This is to 
protect the operator in the event of 
a detonation in the primer tube. 

!f such an occurrence occurs, it 
can be extremely hazardous as all 
the primers in the tube will go off 
in a chain reaction at face level. 

A long aluminium rod is provid- 
ed to sit inside the primer reservoir 
on top of the primers. This is de- 
signed to stop hangups and when 
the last primer is used, the tip of 
the rod drops into the transfer bar 
cavity and locks the primer feeder. 
The rod also gives a ready visual 
indication of the level of primers in 
the reservoir. 

The transfer bar arrangement is” 
very finely adjustable for limit of 
travel, using set screws, which 
themselves have locking screws. 

The transfer bar is spring loaded 
so that it returns to the pick-up 
position automatically. This allows 
a primer to drop into the cavity. A 
spring loaded plunger under the 
cavity stops it falling through. 

Pushing the transfer bar will 
move the primer over to the primer 
punch. As the transfer bar aligns 
with the cavity in the top of the 
punch, the plunger is pushed out of 
the way by the collar on the primer 


der the shell head. Sic hi 4 . x 
fer the shell head. Sloping part hinges our of neh, allowing the primer to drop 


oct Stock & Barrel, Sept.-Oct. 81. 67 








“out of the bottom of the transfer 


bar into the primer punch cup. 

Once the unit is set up for a 
primer size, it needs no further 
attention. 

The powder measure also has a 
spring loaded charge bar, so both 
the primer feeder and the measure 
only have to be moved in one dir- 
ection by the operator. 

On the third and fourth stations 
of the press, bullet seating and 
taper crimping dies can be set up as 
in any conventional press. 

| loaded both .38 Specials and 
.45 Auto cases on the Dillon press, 
and setting it up was a simple 
matter for both calibres. All that is 
needed to change over is to change 
the shell plate, primer reservoir 
and transfer bar, and the neck 
sizing insert, not forgetting to 
adjust the measure, of course. 

1 used tungsten carbide dies 
(Pacific) for full length sizing in 
both calibres. ; 

The loading sequence goes like 
this: 

* Insert fired case in position 1. 

* Raise ram and resize and decap. 

* Lower ram and prime. 





=o ‘ 
The die plate is in the priming position. Plate wil 
are completed. 


* Rotate to second position and 
insert another fired case in position 
1 


* Raise ram to resize and decap _ 


in position 1. With ram up, operate 
primer feeder and powder measure. 

* Lower ram to prime in position 
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Tt 

* Rotate shell plate then insert a 
fired case in position 1. 

* Put projectile in case in posit- 
ion 3. 

* Raise ram to resize and decap 
in position 1 and seat bullet in pos- 
ition 3. While ram is up operate 
primer feeder and powder thrower. 

* Lower ram to prime in position 
Mz 

* Rotate shell plate and insert 
fired case in position 1. 

* Put projectile on case in posit- 
ion 3. 

* Raise ram to resize and decap 
in position 1, seat bullet in position 
3 and taper crimp in position 4. 
While ram is up operate powder 
thrower and primer feeder. 

At this point all stations are full 
and operations can proceed with a 
loaded round being produced every 
time the operating handle is cycled. 

It took me a little while to get 
used to using the Dillon, and | 
made all sorts of mistakes; forgett- 
ing the powder, bullet or primer 
somewhere along the line. 

Like most such presses in my 
experience, once an operating 


1e rotated after this operation. Two cases with bullets 





rhythm is established, the sequence 
of operations soon becomes almost 
automatic. 

| found it best to complete the 
priming downstroke, rotate the 
shell plate, then insert an empty case 
in position one with my right hand 





3 eS a Ee 
while putting a projectile in 
ion 3 with my left. 

On the top of the upstroke, hr 
ing the primer feeder and powd 
thrower bars in sequence wil 
ensure that all has been don 

After familiarizing myself wi 
the press, | was able to load at 
rate of close to 300 rounds pi 
hour. The bullet seating operatio 
is the one which limits the proce 
as the projectile has to be carefull 
positioned on the case neck whil 
reaching around behind the pressu 

A ‘bullet tray’ is cast into th 
rear of the press frame and thi: 
helps a little. You would nee 
nimble fingers to load much over 
300 rounds per hour. 

To put it in perspective, | put 
together a full batch of Service 
Match loads (90) in just under 20 
minutes, so the average shooter i 
not going to gain a lot of time by 
going like a bat out of hell. 

In fact, my biggest problem with 
the Dillon was keeping the brass up 
to it. The pistol ammo shot off over 
several matches was gobbled up in 
no time. For that reason, | could 
not give my rifle loads the progress- 
ive treatment. 

| loaded up what .308 ammo | 
had on hand just to give the Dillon 
a workout. It has adequate power 
for sizing operations on rifle cart- 
ridges and its rigid construction 
make any springing virtually im- 
possible. 

| can’t see any situation for the 
non professional rifle reloader, 
where the Dillon would be used for 
fast reloading of rifle cartridges, 
professional ‘roo shooters who 
shoot off a lot of ammo could get 
the use out of it. Most of our com- 
petitive rifle shooting is either 
accuracy shooting with bench rest 
type gear or range work with milit- 
ary ammo. - 

The pistol shooters who also 
shoot rifle would find the ability to 
handle the rifle reloading a bonus 
that other progressive reloaders | 
may not offer. 

During the testing of the press, 
there were two problems that camie 
up. One was human error, in that 
the .45 cartridges that were loaded 
contained three that had no pow- 
der. My fault in that | failed to op- 
erate the powder measure when | 





















nuction is obvious, The small circular 
I plate keop the cases in 
5 the plate is rotated. 


should have. | found this very easy 
to overlook, especially if | was int- 
errupted during loading. | would 
like to see some fail safe arrange- 
ment on the press, as is used on the 
MEC500 shotshel! press that stops 
the cartridge being moved if it has 
not been charged. 

The other problem was mechan- 
ical in that the primer cavity in 
the large pistol transfer bar had too 
close a tolerance for the primers 
(Federal 150) and the primers 
would not drop freely out of the 
bottom of the cavity. 

The transfer bar had to be jiggled 
each time to shake the primer 
down. 

Slightly enlarging the hole would 
have solved the problem, but as it 
was not my press..... 

There was no difficulty with the 
small primers. 

Another thing | liked about the 
press was its clean operation. A 
pressed metal flap device is mount- 
ed under the decapping station on 
the shell platform. 

The spent primers are caught in 
this flap, and when the shell head is 
lowered to the priming position, 
the primer punch pushes the flap 
out of the way and gently deposits 
the spent primer in the collecter 
bowl on the front of the press. 

The shell plates for each calibre 


are expensive (prices are shown at 
the end of the article) and cartridge 
with the same rim and headsize will 
fit the common shell plate. 

e.g. The .45 ACP plate can be 
used for .22-250, all the .308 and 
.30-06 based cartridges and most of 
the 7mm Mauser based cartridges. 

Progressive reloaders, like most 
things are subject to the law of 
Diminishing Returns. This states 
that if you pay twice as much, it 
may not mean twice as many or 
twice as good. 

Reloading tools become very 
much more complex and expensive 
as their productivity increases and 
it is the complexity that costs the 
money. 

In the case of the Dillon, the 
value is there just in the workman- 
ship of the tool. | would hate to 
have to pay to get one made as a 
one off job in a machine shop. 

The sample | received for testing 
had loaded about 5000 rounds dur- 
ing prior testing and in demonstrat- 
ions without the slightest problem 
and it showed no sign of work by 
the time | got my hands on it. 

Prices supplied by Malcolm Bone 
in June 1981 were as follows: 





RL 300 press without dies 
with one shellplate 
Primer feed for both large 
ANGISMal liejets \otele-aieisiw site ee 
Small adj. powder bar . 
Large adj. powder bar... . 3 
Shell plate - Each calibre..... « 
Locator buttons ; 
Each calibre....... Per Set $7.50 
Powder tube/expander unit. $14.50 
Malcolm Bone advised me that 
the RL 300 is being brought in in 
limited numbers, and if interested 
in one of these loaders, contact him 
at P.O. Box 90, Gympie, Qld. 4570, 
or phone (071 823167) to find out 
availability or anticipated BERENS 






& 





The parts that have to be changed with the 
calibre: Shell plate, locating pins, neck sizer/drop 
tube and nrimer nunch, 








METAL SILHOUETTE 
TARGETS 


Rim-fire sets $40 plus freight, 
centre-fire sets scaled down and 
full-size. P.O.A. Indoor air-rifle sets 

also available 
Contact Mark Zillmann 


RANGE SYSTEMS 


IMBIL QLD 4570 
TEL. (071) 845153 
COO 
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From Paae 11 
machine as it is not as deep or as 
sharp as hand checkering. 

_ The pistol grip had a squarish 
front to it which gave a fence paling 
feel to it (typically Sile) rather than 
he comfortable grip which comes 
ith a fully rounded one. A sling 
swivel was fitted to the butt stock 
and one also is part of the fore-end 








cap. These are relatively small and 
would only accommodate a 20mm 
wide sling. 


The barrel and receiver, sport- 
ing an excellent charcoal blue, 
are fitted firmly and snugly into an 
alloy frame. This particular gun was 
tastefully machine engraved. This, 
while not as deep as hand engrav- 





Fourin the air was the best that ‘fumble fingers’ Ron could manage. 
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ing, was almost as intricate, and 
certainly bears no comparison to 
acid etching. The bolt assembly is 
machined (some 200 operations) 
from a solid block of high chrome 
alloy steel, hardened and polished. 

The trigger assembly housing is 
alloy and is held in, by all things, a’ 
roll pin. This roll pin is plainly 
noticeable at the rear section of the 
engraving. The doing away with all 
screws from the action at all costs 
may not be such a good practice if 
the inclusion of a roll pin becomes. 
the alternative. 

Dismantling is simplicity itself. 
After making sure the gun is un- 
loaded, first unscrew the end cap 
and remove the forearm. The barrel 
and action can now be moved for- 
ward and upwards. Hammer can be 
down or cocked either for assembly 
or disassembly but both operations 
can be made slightly easier if the 
hammer is cocked. ‘ 

With bolt assembly rearmost in 
receiver, remove firing pin retaining 
pin, the firing pin and spring, foll- 
owed by the cocking lever. Bolt 
carrier can now be withdrawn 
from receiver. 

Bolt lock can now be withdrawn 
at bottom, thus releasing bolt to be 
withdrawn forwards, followed by a 
short heavy compression spring. 

This is as far as anyone would 
ever need to dismantle. Should 
removal of the trigger assembly be 
necessary, the abominable roll pin 
would need to be ever so carefully 
punched out of the alloy frame 
which would then allow the ass- 
embly to pivot downwards, rear- 
wards, and out. 

Reassembly is simply the reverse 
- all parts go back easily if they are 
in their right place and they won‘t 
fit if they are back-to-front or up- 
side down. 

The only tricky piece is the re- 
fitting of barrel and action to 
frame. This is best achieved by 
moving bolt carrier to the rear of 
the receiver, so that the ‘recoil 
spring to bolt carrier connector bar’ 
can be placed in its socket at the 
same time that the centre of the 
barrel mounting lug is slipped over 
the end cap screw. Then the barrel 
and receiver can be slid rearward 
until it locks into place. The fore- 
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The shoulder shot with shell leaving and bolt open. 


‘m is then slipped over the maga- 
ine tube and the end cap screwed 
p tight which holds it all together. 
Operation 
When we came to this part we 
realised that we were without an 
struction book so where we 
differ as to our verbal instructions 
‘om Kevin, hopefully we may not 
Jn fact differ too much from the 
Instruction manual. 
The safety is a simple trigger 
‘Blocking device which, to my way 
of thinking, is a system that cannot 
totally trusted. Sure, with the 
safety on it cannot be fired by pull- 
‘ing the trigger, but if dropped, the 
sear could disengage from the 
resulting jar and then there is 
nothing blocking the hammer. 
However, this type of safety is 
common on auto shotguns and is 
jot peculiar to Benelli’s in partic- 
lar. 


















To load magazine, with up to 
four shells, first turn to the ‘loading 
and hold open’ button on the right 
‘side of frame. If the bolt is open, 
depressing this will allow the bolt 
o slam closed which is where it 
should be for the loading proced- 
re. The button, once depressed, 
jould be moved slightly to the rear 
hich ensures that the button stays 
depressed. The button in this posit- 
on, allows the shell elevator to 
Divot upwards so that now up to 
four shells can be loaded in the 
magazine from the underside of the 
un 


















unloaded, then the bolt when work- 
ed manually will eject the round 
from the chamber, but again, those 
shells in the magazine will refuse to 
come out through the action. 

To unload the magazine, the bolt 
can be held open or left closed, 
hold the gun on its right side and 
with the left thumb pivot the shell 
elevator upwards and at the same 
time press downwards on the shell 
interrupter catch. This will release 
one shell at a time and deposit it 
into your left hand when your 
thumb is withdrawn. 

Another peculiarity of the action 
is that when the bolt is fully rear- 
ward, the shell elevator remains 
down and only when the bolt 
commences to move forward, does 





The braced hip shot showing shell leaving and bolt closed. 


The first intriguing incident here 
became evident. No amount of 
working the bolt or pressing of 
loading button would induce the 
first shell to leave the magazine to 
come up the ramp, and be chamb- 
ered. However, once a shell was 
placed in the chamber through the 
ejection port and fired, each of the 
shells in the magazine fed flawlessly 
through the action and were in turn 
fired. A shell can be placed in the 
chamber, either before or after 
loading the magazine. 

Should the gun, when fully load- 
ed, not be fired and require to be 


the elevator flip up to put the next 
shell in line with the chamber. 

Now we get down to firing and 
checking all the wild promises of, 
lightweight and light recoil, fastest 
gun in the west, etc. etc. 


The first thing to test is the claim 
that it will fire five shots before the 
first of the spent shells hit the 
ground. 

With camera set on 1/1000th of 
a second and Ron Owen doing the 
shooting, we attempted to catch as 
many shells in the air as possible. 
This turned out to be a diffitult 
feat, both for Ron who had prob- 
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Jems pulling the trigger fast enough, 
and for me who had to judge exact- 
ly the best instant to take the 
photo. Certainly the gun function- 
ed reliably and was capable of a 
faster rate of fire than we were able 
to get from it. Of the four photo- 
graphs taken, we were extraordinar- 
“ily lucky to glean some very impor- 
tant details as to how the inertia 
unlocking system actually worked. 
According to Kevin, who was not 
really too explicit on its mech- 
anical operation, | gained the imp- 
ression that at the point of firing 
‘when the shot leaves the barrel the 
recoil is transmitted to the bolt 
carrier which gives it the energy 
to carry out the reloading cycle. 
_ This would in effect, reduce felt. 
recoil (our first impression was 
that the recoil didn’t seem much 
‘different to any other shotgun, 
certainly not noticeably lighter). 
In the accompanying photo- 
graphs we have one shot fired from 
the shoulder where the spent shell 
is about 30cm away from the gun 
and the bolt is still open. In the 
next photo, fired from the hip, 
(Ron thought he could fire faster 
“from there) we have an ejected shell 
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about in the same position but the 
bolt this time is closed? We thought 
about that for a day after seeing the 
photos and then came up with the 
theory that as the shot leaves the 
barrel the maximum recoil comm- 
ences. When this sharp rearward 
movement slows or ceases, then the 
momentum within the bolt carrier, 
carries it rearward, unlocks the bolt 
and carries out the ejection and 
loading cycle. 

lf this was true then the shot 
fired from and against the shoulder 
would have its recoiling movement 
stopped slower than the shot fired 
from the hip where Ron had it 
really braced for the firing sequence 
working at a slower rate in the 
shoulder fired photograph. 

To really prove the point, a shot 
was fired while the whole gun was 
moved rapidly rearwards, as if ina 
long recoil motion. The result of 
this was, as hoped for, no ejection 
of the spent shell. There was insuff- 
icient inertia imparted to the bolt 
carrier, because the gun did not 
stop or slow down sufficiently at 
the end of its recoil movement. 

Several more shots were fired 
with similar results. The faster the 









gun could be swung rearward: th 
less the bolt would open. Conv 
sely, firing a shot while poking tl 
gun forward resulted in a very fa 
and positive cycling of the action. 

Having established how and 
when the action worked, this led 
us to testing what must be a really 
unique safety feature. After @ 
couple of dry runs we loaded twa 
rounds, one in the chamber and one 
in the magazine. Then we dropped 
the gun, safety off, from a height 
of 40cm, butt first onto a hard sur- 
face (as in lawn not as in cement 
pathway). 

With any other gun with its 
safety on, this trick better not be 
tried, even with a lot of prayer. 

What did the Benelli do? It 
ejected the live shell from the 
chamber and refused to take the 
other live shell from the magazine. 
What more could one ask? 

Now to recoil - is it lighter than 
from comparable guns, and if so 
why? The makers literature indic- 
ates that the unloaded gun weighs 
6lb 130z., which if it was then the 
recoil was quite mild for a gun om 
that weight. But on my set of 
scales it weighed in at 7lb 3oz. | 
which is about the average weight | 
of most 12 gauge auto-loaders on | 
the market. 


The felt recoil seemed to me to 
be much. the same as recoil from 
comparable guns. The difference, if 
any, would be so slight that any 
difference in pitch or drop at heel, 
would have as much effect as any 
that could be attributed to the 
action. 

Concluding that the action does- 
n't actually begin to cycle until the 
recoil movement is nearly comp- 
fete, then the felt recoil theoretic- 
ally should tend to be similar to a 
non auto shotgun of the same 
weight and dimensions. 

It's choke measurement of .680” 
would indicate that a very dense 
pattern could be expected and this 
proved to be true. After a shot with 
Eley Blue Star 1-1/80z. of No. 4's 
into a 30 inch circle at 40 yards 
range we counted 192 pellets with 
only 12 pellets outside the circle. 
That is 94% and really full choke. 
Before all the shotgunners deluge 
me with letters explaining that 


CPM PROGRESSIVE RELOADER 


‘Freeloader’ funnel feeds cases 
automatically into case tube. 


Case feeder automatically ] Automatically turns shellplate. 
feeds cases into shellplate. ¥ : 














Automatically ejects loaded round. 
Uses regular 7/8” x 14 dies. 


: : Will load 100. rounds in less 
Automatically primes each case, than 5 minutes! 
loader locks up when primers 


run out. 


Automatically deposits powder in 
in case. 


Automatically feeds bullet to 


case and seats it. Pistol calibres 


only. 








Taper or roll crimps with 
a separate die. 


CPM loader with attachments as above. ............0.00ccceseeeeeeeeee eee $1720.00 
CMP loader basic, without dies, funnel, case feeder indexer, or bullet feeder. . $1080.00 
(Additionalishollplatess si... tacts te=/-teletatefes)e =) =(0\ =) -selalessyolat=iavaley sie lebeye ia atnche orale estore $110.00 





FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND AVAILABILITY PLEASE WRITE.- 


Malcolm <D. Bone 


P.O. BOX 90, GYMPIE QLD. 4570 
CO 
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THE GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 


Exploded Firearms Drawings | 


> é 2nd Edition | 





TANY, HOGG 
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AIL ORDER FORM cu: oui and send to 
Lock, Stock and Barrel Publications (Owen Guns) Box 346 Gympie Qld 4570. Phone 071 824014 





PLEASE SUPPLY: 
{Tick square appropriate to bookls raquited 
| ( Firearms Assembly/Disassembly © Cast Bullet Handbook $17.95 
G 1 $13.00 Cl The Practical Book of Guns $18.00 
(MI $13.00 (O Shooter's Omnibus $17.95 
(2 $13.00 ( Handgun Competition $18.00 
D tv $13.00 1 Reloading Manual No. 10 $17.60 NAME.. 
G V $13.00 ] Arms and Armour Annual $9.95 BLOCK LETTERS, 
(i The Complete Machine-Gun $13.00 Your First Gun $2.95 
Small Arms of the World $42.00 The 22 Rifle $12.95 ADDRESS... 
1 The Accurate Rifle $12.00 I The ABC of Reloading $13.95 
Gi American Rifie Design and © The Complete Book of Practical 9 *rvers seers eeseese 
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1 Modern Handloading $13.50 -] Black Powder Guide $13.00 
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shot in the food. This does put 
me off a bit, it could bother others, 
it's up to the individual | guess. So, 


mostly not utilised. | hope that 
these recipes for its preparation 
will help to remedy the situation. 


1 Hare, a bunch of sweet herbs, 2 
Onions each stuck with 3 cloves, % 
teaspoon of allspice, % teaspoon of 
black pepper, a strip of lemon 
peel, flour for thickening, 2 table- 
spoons of mushroom ketchup, % 
cup of port wine. Salt to taste. 
Wash the hare in vinegar and 
water, cut up into small joints, 
roll in flour and brown them in 
Jenty of simmering butter, and the 
“then place in a casserole or cooking 
pot with the butter, herbs, onions, 
cloves, allspice, pepper and lemon 
peel. Cover with water, bring to 
the boil, and let cook very slowly in 
either the oven or the top of the 
stove until tender, which will be 
about 1% hours, (or longer, should 
the hare be very old). Take out the 
pieces of hare, thicken the gravy 
with the port wine mixed with 
flour, add the mushroom ketchup 
or some previously soaked dried 
Mushrooms to give a good flavour. 
Simmer for a further 10 minutes 
and the hare is now ready to serve. 
Like all casserole dishes, it can only 
improve with keeping, so if possible 
H make it at least one day before use. 


i 
/FORCEMEAT BALLS TO SERVE 
| WITH JUGGED HARE 

67 grams of ham or lean bacon, 114 
| grams of suet, the rind of % a 
| temon, 1 tspn. of finely chopped 
| parsley, salt, cayenne and ground 
| nutmeg to taste, 171 grams of fresh 
breadcrumbs, 2 eggs, 1 teaspoonful 
bf sweet herbs. 
Chop finely the ham or bacon, 
‘ehop the suet, lemon peel and 
"herbs. Add the seasoning to taste of 
Salt, cayenne and nutmeg, and 
Blend thoroughly together with the 
breadcrumbs, then add the beaten 
eggs. Work all the ingredients 
| together, adding a little extra bread- 
| crumbs if needed. Form into small 
‘balls, and either fry in hot lard, 
ake on a greased tin in the oven, 

drop into the jugged hare and 
immer for 10 minutes before serv- 


ing. Traditionally redcurrant jelly is 
served with hare. Potatoes boiled in 
their jackets go well with this dish 
too. 


= 
S 2 
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HARE, BAKED WITH BEER 
(Hasenbraten in Bier). 

1 Hare, butter, fine oatmeal or 
plain wholemeal flour, light ale, 
salt & pepper. 

Joint the hare, roll the joints in 
oatmeal or flour, pepper and salt. 
Lightly fry them in butter, put into 
a baking dish with extra butter over 
them, and % pint of ale around 
them. Roast slowly in a very mod- 
erate oven. Baste frequently with 
the beer until the meat is tender. 
It should take about 1% hours. 
Dish up, serve with gravy, which 
should be made by adding a little 
extra thickening if necessary to the 
basting beer in the baking dish. 
Redcurrant jelly, and either boiled 
potatoes or rye bread and butter 
go well with this. A jug of ale 
completes the scene! 


LEPRE COLLE POLPETTE 

(Hare with Polpette) 

1 Hare, 5 bay leaves, lemon peel, 
10 garlic cloves, 1 bottle of red 
wine, % cup of olive oil, bacon 
rinds or bacon fat, salt and black 
pepper, 85 grams of plain flour, 10 
crushed clove heads. 

Cut the meat from the bones 
and put it into an earthenware 
crock or casserole. The head and 
bones can be kept for making soup 
later. Crush the garlic cloves with 
salt and put this in with the hare, 
together with the bay leaves, (pow- 
dered if you have a pestle and 
mortar), and the grated lemon peel. 
Pour the olive oi] over the meat, 


and then % of the bottle of wine, 
Leave the hare to marinade over- 
night. The following day render the | 
bacon rinds or melt the bacon fat in 
a deep casserole, and set it on an 
asbestos mat over a moderate heat. 
While the fat is getting hot, drain 
the pieces of meat from the marin- 
ade and roll each in flour which has 
been seasoned with black pepper 
and salt. Fry the meat and brown 
it. If bacon rinds have been used. 
they should now be removed, 
Sprinkle powdered clove heads (or 
clove powder) onto the meat, and if 
there is any seasoned flour left 
sprinkle it on also. When the flour 
has been absorbed, pour over some 
of the liquid from the marinade, 
reduce it by raising the heat, and 
then add the rest of the liquid. Put 
on the lid, and when the contents 
are simmering gently, put the pot 
into the middle of a slow oven, and 
cook the hare for 6 hours. At tl 
end of 4 hours, taste the sauce for 
flavour and consistency, and att 
more black pepper (freshly ground) 
if necessary, and the remaining % 
bottle of wine if the sauce is to 
thick. ‘ wy 
Serve this superb dish with med- 
Jar or redcurrant jelly, potatoes in 
their jackets, and polpette. It can 
also be served with pasta if pre- 
ferred. A fresh, crisp salad is also” 
pleasant, and don’t forget another 
bottle of wine, this time for drink- 
ing! = 


POLPETTE 

85 grams of dry breadcrumbs, 28° 
grams of suet or butter, 1 teaspoon- 

ful of chopped parsley, 1 teaspoon- 

ful of chopped marjoram, 1 tea- 
spoonful of grated lemon rind, 1 

teaspoonful of chopped thyme, 1 

egg, 2 tablespoonfuls of milk, salt, 

a pinch of cayenne pepper, 1 
chopped rasher of bacon, with 28 
grams of bacon fat or butter to 
fry the polpette in. Mix the bread- 
crumbs, suet, and seasonings. Beat 
up the egg and milk and bind the 
mixture. Form the forcement into 
little balls,;and fry them in the 
butter or bacon fat for about 10 
minutes. Keep moving them in the 
fat so that they brown evenly. Drop 
them into the casserole of hare just 
before placing it on the table. * 
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mot be used though, and as the 
instructions for the M900 do not 
even mention them, it is a good 
indi¢ation that Custom Chrono- 
graph Company realistically does 
not regard them as having signifi- 
cant use. 
| was a bit leery at first about 
the instrument being apparently set 
up to give the old imperial feet per 
second velocities exclusively. In 
view of Australia being (officially at 
least) a metric country now, some 
‘rash shooters may actually want 
velocities in metres per sec instead. 
Ruminating briefly | suddenly 
realised this is no problem. Because 
of the relationship of distance, 
time, and speed it is simply a 
matter of using a screen spacing in 
“metres to get a metric velocity 
readout, 

With a two metre screen spacing 
and the switch in the 2ft (or metre) 
position the chronograph will spit 
out answers in metres per second. 
Pistol shooters especially when test- 

ing target loads will find the mini- 
mum readable velocity of 245 met- 
“res per sec (804 fps) a problem 
though, which can be overcome 
fairly easily in a couple of ways. 
The most practical would be the 
aforementioned trick of using the 
switch in the wrong position i.e. the 
“A yosition and then halve the 
“resulting readout. This will bring 
“the minimum velocity down to 123 
metres per sec (402 fps). If this is 
not slow enough use a 400mm 
screen spacing with the switch at 
“A yosition, and divide the read- 
out by 10. The minimum then 
becomes 24% metres per sec (about 
80 fps), ideal for timing govern- 
ment departments, yet the maxi- 
mum practical velocity at that 
extremely short spacing would 
handle even the highest velocity 
hand gun ammo well enough. 

So you can see there is no real 

problem in adapting the M900 for 

metric use but | think the advant- 

age in abandoning feet for metres is 
not obvious. My reason for saying 
this, is that up until now, at least, 
there is bugger all available in the 
way of metric ballistic charts or 
reloading tables to compare our 
chronograph results with. 

As you might have gathered, 

using the M900 in the normal way 
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Iris wise to spend a little time setting up slanted steel baffles to protect the Model 600 ambient light 
screens from bullet damage. Wild shots creasing the vertical sighting guides occured while testing .22Ir 
ammo at 100 yards on a windy day. A Model 500 chronograph was used for that experiment, with an ag. 





bike used {0 travel the 100 yard trips down to read the chronograph after each shot. Curiously, 


wlectromagnetic disturbance from the bikes engine triggered false readings if ridden any closer than 





ree metres from the chronograph. 


is very simple. And the only thing 
needing much effort by a new 
owner would be the techniques of 
setting up and using the start and 
stop screens, particularly the more 
sophisticated ambient light screens. 

This is one of those things in life 
where you have to use a bit of 
thought and patience when you are 
getting started. 

There is enough sensible advice 
in the instructions to guide the new 
owner when setting up the screens, 
provided he has the common sense 
to adapt things to his own require- 


ments. For example it is a good 
idea to provide upright rods either 
side of the light screens with marks 
on them to provide sighting guides. 
These help you make the bullets 
clear the screens by the correct 
height. Angled steel baffle plates to 
deflect low bullets upwards are 
good insurance too. These prevent 
costly blues like letting bullets and 
screens occupy the same time and 
space co-ordinates! 

With the cheaper but less con- 
venient model 500 chronograph 
still in production and the optional 





Alihough completely upstaged by modem ambient light screens as set of disposable break screen 
holduts provide a valuable back up system. 


M600 light screens compatable with 
either M500 or M900 chronographs 
there are various cost options 
available. The most basic being the 
M500 with just the contact break- 
ing disposable screens which costs 
about $115. 










































For as much again the system 
can be upgraded with light screens. 
These are a good investment if you 
do much chronographing as the 
light screens have negligible running 
cost whereas contact breaker 
Screens cost about 26 cents for a 
pair needed to record just one shot. 
The Model 900 chronograph 
alone costs $195 but would not 
often be bought without a pair of 
M600 light screens which would 
bring the total cost for a very con- 
venient outfit to about $310. If 
it came to a choice between a M500 
with light screens and a M900 with- 
out | would pick the former as the 
fight screens are an advance that 
not only save plenty of time but 
will eventually save you money 
whereas the M900’s improvements 
are almost solely for greater con- 
venience and speed. On the other 
hand a M900 alone would do as a 
temporary measure till you could 
spring for a pair of light screens as 
well. 
Whether bought separately or 
complete with light screens both 
chronographs come with a set of 
the old breaker type screen holders 
and 50 pairs of disposable screens. 
These are a handy stand by for 
“dodgy” experiments and for a 
back up to, or means of checking 
‘the operation of, the light screens. 
Malcolm Bone says all Custom 
‘Chronograph Co’s gear is guarant- 
eed against faults for a year. You 
ean contact him for more inform- 
ation by phoning 071 823167 or 
writing to P.O. Box 90, Gympie, 
‘Old. 4570. 
Unfortunately chronographs are 
ill rare enough that | have had no 
Opportunity to compare the Model 
900 (or M500 for that matter) with 
Similar costing machines by other 
Makers. But it must count for 
mething that my fairly extensive 
of my own M500 and the brief 
in of this new improved model 
has been quite satisfactory. 


-* 
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there are only 152 pellets in 
1-1/80z of No. 4 shot | will assume 
that | have a box of No. 5’s some- 
how labelled No. 4’s. 

A similar test pattern using Win- 
chester AA 325 No. 7’s resulted in 
an 88% pattern or 346 pellets out 
of a possible 394 in the 30” circle. 

In each case the pattern was 
most dense within an 18” circle in 
the centre of the 30” circle. On 
both patterns, over 50% of the total 
pellets fired were found within this 
18" circle. No doubt game hit with 
this, would be hit really hard, how- 
ever if the choke was not quite so 
tight, perhaps less game would be 
missed. 

Our reliability test of about 200 
shots were fired at clay targets. The 
Benelli was 100% reliable using reg- 
ular plastic shells with brass heads 
but had 4% of hangups when using 
the all plastic Super shells. The 
hangups occurred twice at the 
magazine where they were not rel- 
eased onto the elevator ramp. 

Twice while using Super, misfires 
occurred. This stemmed from the 
action being slightly open at the 
time of firing. It was reassuring, 
from a safety standpoint, to know 
that firing could not take place 
while the bolt was not fully closed. 
We are not sure what caused this 
but a couple of bursts of Triflon 
lubricating oil onto the actions 
bearing surfaces certainly prevented 
it happening again. 

In our shooting test the clays 
were shot at, both from the trap 
stance, and from the field stance 
(butt below the elbow at the call of 
‘pull’). Almost every shooter was 
agreeably surprised that they hit as 
many, if not more, clays when 
starting from the field stance but, 
after all, it was a field gun. 

Typical comments from a numb- 
er of shooters after use were, 
‘points well’, ‘fast second shot’, 
‘terrible pistol grip’, ‘bead is too 
shiny’, ‘I hit more long shots than 


usual’, ‘nice bit of wood’, ‘one 
thing is for sure, when it dusted 
them it really dusted them’. 

The Benelli 123 SL 80 has to 
have one of the simplest, fastest 
and most reliable actions in the 


business. Gun was supplied by 
Tomasetti Sport and sells for 
around $580.00.4e 


TRANQUILISER 


For the remote injection of 

animals for immobilisation, 

tranquilisation or treatment of 

© Deer, brumbies and scrub cattle 
or goats — where treatment or 
capture of individual animals 
could otherwise require yarding 
an entire herd or injury and stress 
to the target animal. 

© Savage or stray dogs, runaway 
horses, cattle, escaped zoo 
animals where danger of 
ricochet, public reaction or value 
of animal being shot, 

*® Wild animals: For capture, re- 
location, tagging, monitor or 
veterinary treatment of 
endangered species. 


INJEK* SYRINGES — THE 
ONLY AERODYNAMICALLY 
DESIGNED TRANQUILISER 
DART — CAN BE USED IN 

ANY IMPORTED 
TRANQUILISER GUN 
RAPID TRACKING, LOW 

COST VHF TRANSMITTER 

PARTS. DARTED ANIMALS 
CAN BE TRACKED IN DENSE 
BUSH OR AT NIGHT 


Manufactured and Distributed by 


HILLVER PRODUCTS 


A division of TETRA PHARMACEUTICALS PIL 
14 BRUNKER RD, GREENACRE, 2190, 
AUSTRAI 


OFFICE AND FACTORY (02) 708-1257 
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ENGLISH WALNUT 
STH GEL LG 


SHOTGUN BLANKS 
Prices $30 - $250° 


RIFLE BLANKS 
’ Prices $50 - $400 
ear Uamm Com) (alle)it(elame|e-(e[-y 


COMPLETE CUSTOM 
CLASSIC RIFLES 


CUSTOM ACCESSORIES 
Skeleton butt and grip caps. 
Solid grip caps, rifle pads, 
Scope mounts. 


ROGER 
VARDY 


18 Kentucky Avenue, 
Geelong, 3214 Victoria 


(052) 78 7247 





These will be a regular 
feature — a sort of 
haphazard 
encyclopaedia of 
firearms of significant 
interest. 


LONDON ARMOURY CO. 3 
BAND PATTERN 1853 ENFIELD 


One piece walnut stock, brass 
butt-plate, triggerguard and nose 
cap. Lock plate marked with a 
British Crown. 

about 9b 
Overall length . . .... 55 inches 
Sights Front fixed. 
Rear adjustable for ele- 
vation. 





The Enfield Rifle Musket Pattern 1852 was a .577 cal 
muzzle loading single shot rifle firing a Pritchett expanding 
bullet. 

The first rifle to be generally issued to British troops and 
the last muzzle loader ever issued. 

It was an highly successful weapon which gave good service 
in the Crimean war and in India. ‘ 

It was converted into the Snider breech loader in 1867. 
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ion's Random Guns 


S.A.F.N. F.N. 49 


Weight of rifle... . 

Weight of barrel. . . 

Length of rifle 

Some 176,264 rifles were produced 
and distributed in the following 
calibres:— 


5 produced for testing 

7mm 8003 produced for Venezuela 
3 125072 produced for 
. Belgium, Belgium Congo, Lux- 

- embourg, Columbia and Brazil. 

1 produced for testing 

. 1 produced for testing 

. 5,541 produced for 

Argentina. 

641 produced for Egypt 

and for British testing. 


Fabrique National d’Armes de Guerre was founded in 
1889 for the purpose of manufacturing Mauser rifles under 
license, to equip the Belgian Army. 

The S.A.F.N. (Semi-Automatic F.N.) was designed by 
Dieudonne Saive with the intention of providing the Belgian 
Army with a new semi-auto rifle in 1940. It finally appeared 
in 1949, was accepted by the Belgian Army, and was then 
widely sold overseas in a variety of calibres. 

It is gas operated, a cylinder above the barrel carrying a 
short stroke piston which moved back only sufficiently to 
strike the bolt carrier and impart movement. Thereafter the 
impetus drove the carrier back and cam tracks inside it lifted 
the bolt out of the engagement with locking surfaces in the 
gun body. 

Although the S.A.F.N. achieved considerable success, it 
did not entirely satisfy Saive who assisted by Ernest Vervier 
eventually produced a fresh design chambered in 7.62 Nato, 
this became the F.N. Fusil Automatique Légére or F.N. 
F.A.L. 
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F.N. F.A.L. Light Automatic Rifle 


(Fabrique Nationale d’Armes 
Fusil Automatique Léger). 
1964 pattern with plastic stock, 
hhandguard, and pistol grip. 


Weight, empty. 
‘Barrel length. . ... 21 inches 
Overall length . ... 40 inches 
Method of operation 
" Selective fire, feeding from detach- 
able box magazine. 
Magazine capacity 20 rounds, 
staggered. 
Sights Front - Hooded post. 
Rear - Aperture, graduated 
in 100 metre steps to 600 
metres. 
Cyclic rate of fire 650 to 700 
; rounds per minute. 
{Most of these weapons in service 
throughout the world are semi- 
automatic.) 


Designed from the S.A.F.N. 49, the F.N, F.A.L. was sub- 
sequently adopted by armies throughout the world, including 
Britain, Canada, Holland, and India. The F.A.L. is gas operat- 
ed, using a bolt carrier with tipping bolt much the same as 
the S.A.F.N. Various models with heavier barrels, tripods, 
and facility for automatic fire, are used in the light machine 
gun role by several countries. 

With the growing popularity of assault rifles in the 5.56 
mm calibre, a new design based on the general outline of the 
F.A.L. and known as the C.A.L. (qv) Carabine Automatique 
Legere has recently been developed. 
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Ron's Random Guns 


MOSIN - NAGANT CARBINE 
MODEL 44 


Overall length .......... 1016mm 







Barrel length.... 18mm 
Weight. . . - .. Akg 
Calibre. . . . .7.62 Russian 
Muzzle velocity . ... 2700 fps. 





Sights Front - adjustable hooded 

post, adjustable for windage 
Rear - sliding ramp, elevat- 
ion adjustable to 1000 
metres. 























































































These weapons can be considered 
reasonably effective infantry wea- 
pons. Fairly good shooting can be 
done with them at combat ranges 
although their sights do not lend 







themselves to the finer degree of 
accuracy obtained with similar 
Western European weapons. 


The first Mosin-Nagant arms were developed by Colonel 
Sergei Mosin of the Russian Artillery and a Belgian designer 
named Emile Nagant. The 1891 model was the first of the 
modern small-bore bolt action magazine rifles to be used by 
Russia and virtually all her later rifles of the type are based 
on it. 

The basic rifle was of fairly orthodox design and took a 
somewhat outmoded socket bayonet. There were several 
variations chiefly in the length of barrel. The calibre was 
origionally measured in an old Russian unit known as a ‘line’ 
and equivalent to 1/10 of an inch. Asa result they were often 
known as ‘three-line’ rifles until the metric system was intro- 
duced after the revolution. Their sights were also calibrated 
in ‘arphins’, another ancient measurement based on the 
human pace. 

Many of these earlier rifles were made in other European 
countries and during World War 1 the United States manu- 
factured 1,500,000 of them for Russia. 

The next major change came in 1930 although even this 
was little more than a general modernisation of the early 
type. It did however lead to the production of a sniper 
version with a telescopic sight. 

The weapon illustrated was introduced towards the end of 
World War ll and was the very last of the Mosin-Nagant 
series to be made. It was still very similar to its predecessors, 
but incorporated a permanently attached bayonet which 
folded back along the right side of the rifle when not in use. 
It had an unpleasant chisel point which can be seen below 
the rear sight in the main photograph of the carbine above. 
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ZOUAVE from Armi Jager 










Overall length 48% inches 
Barrel length......... 33% inches 

















































. 9b 8oz. 
Boy Fi 
The Zouave had its origin in the 
American Civil War where, by 
1863, the Northern forces had en- 
joyed few victories over the South 
and new and better weapons were 
needed. 
One of the many that appeared was 
the Remington Model of 1863 
muzzle loading rifle which utilized 
the best characteristics of the 1861 
Springfield rifle and the British 
Enfield, both of which were already 
being used by both sides. 






This Rifle called the Remington Zouave was so named 
because of the many volunteer battalions that were dressed in 
the uniform of the French Colonial soldiers, or Zouaves. 

Officially it was named the Remington Model of 1863 
Rifled Musket. It was brought into full production but did 
not fully replace the Springfield because new breech loading 
rifles were already being brought into service, though not in 
any great number. 

The Zouave rifle was shorter than the Springfield but 
much the same length as the Naval pattern, or two: band, 
Enfield and was the same calibre, .577’. It had the same sight 
as the Springfield and much the same stock. 

At the end of the war the muzzle loading rifle was deemed 
obsolete by the Army Ordnance Corps and breech loading 
rifles like the Sharps were in general issue. So the Zouave 
ceased being manufactured. However, many of the troops on 
both sides left the army with their weapons and so quite a 
few Zouaves, along with Springfields and Enfields, found 
their way West. They were carried by pioneers in their wagon 
trains and remained in use until breech loaders and repeaters 
became plentiful, cheap, and economic. 

Although a few Zouves would have found their way over- 
seas after the war, they were never again used in any major 
conflict as the armies of the bigger nations were changing and 
equipping with more modern weapons. 
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Ron's Random Guns 


B.S.A. 1.S.U., MODEL 


Barrel length Bee ce 
Rifling grooves 6, one turn in 16 in. 
right-hand 
Overall length . . 43-44in. 
Weight .. 10%lb. 
Butt plate adjustment Length Minus 
.. 4in. in two 3/8in. increments 
. . .Height Up %in., Down 5/8in. 
Sight line tocomb........- 1.72in 
Trigger pull adjustment. . Less than 
Yalb. to 3%lb. 
ine above bore .... 
1.53in. 
Ltd., 








Manufacturer BSA Guns 


Birmingham. 
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The Birmingham Small Arms com- 
pany was founded in 1861 to 
manufacture rifle stocks. In 1863 
the company built their factory at 
Small Heath and in 1866 they 
obtained a military contract to con- 
vert 100,000 muzzle loading enfield 
rifles into Snider breech loaders. 
Two years later came orders for 
complete manufacture of various 
military pistols and carbines. 


B.S.A. Martini action. 

Friederich von Martini was a skilled engineer rather than a 
gunsmith. In 1867 the Swiss government bought 15,000 Pea- 
body rifles from the U.S.A. but having got them, the Swiss 
Army felt that they might be improved, and they asked von 
Martini to do the job. 

The Peabody used a rear-hinged breech-block which oper- 
ated by an under-lever, opening the breech by dropping at 
the front end, so that the new cartridges could be slipped 
into the chamber over the top of the block. An outside 
hammer was cocked and the breech closed, and the hammer 
fell on a firing pin contained in the block, 

Martini first improved the mechanism by arranging for the 
hammer to cock automatically as the breech was opened. He 
then went one better and threw away the hammer, putting a 
firing pin inside the breech block and cocking it automatic- 
ally as the breech was opened. Not only was this neater, but 
it reduced the lock time — the time between pulling the 
trigger and having the cartridge detonate; the shorter the lock 
time, the less chance there is of the rifleman’s aim wandering, 
and thus the better the accuracy of the rifle system. 

For that reason, the Martini action is still used today in 
target small-bore rifles. Since it also has attributes of strength 
and simplicity it has been used in single-barrel shotguns. The 
greatest military application came with its adoption in Br’ ain 
for use in the Martini-Henry rifle. 
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DILLON 
Rapid-Load 
9 YT) 


The world’s least expensive, most 
versatile, truly progressive Reloader, 


for pistol and rifle 


The Dillon RL300 is a true 
progressive Reloader, 

i utilising a four position 
rotary shell plate, which 
Carries the cartridges 
through the various die 
positions — producing a 

H, loaded round with every 

ij stroke of the tool. 





| 
i Malcolin =D) Sisto 
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P.O. Box 90, GYMPIE, 4570 
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e 


One, two and four cavity 
moulds for Pistol, Rifle 

- and Muzzle Loader. 
Available in over 100 
(oliniclac ial mciaydletce 


Maleoln D. Bone 
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